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FROM THE EDITOR 
e By Chris Tarbox ® 


IT'S THE MOST FABULOUS 
TIME OF THE YEAR 


Life is crazy. One day, you're working as a humble newspaper journalist, and the next day, 
you're writing a From The Editor essay for the biggest issue of the year for Minnesota's largest 
GLBT publication. Somebody pinch me. 


Ever since moving to Minneapolis over eight years ago, Pride 
quickly became my favorite time of the year. I don't use this term 
often, but there's something unequivocally magical about seeing so 
many people—of all shapes, sizes, backgrounds, and types—embrac- 
ing each other as one tribe, as one community, as one people. It's a 
feeling I wish will become the norm all year long, not just among the 
rainbow community, but with everyone. 

But until that happens, we'll keep on fighting, we'll keep on rep- 
resenting, and we'll keep on having pride in our community. And we 
shall celebrate our community. It is my absolute privilege to introduce 
our 2018 Pride Issue. 

What do we have in this issue? This year, our cup runneth over, as 
we're just brimming with amazing features to celebrate Pride Month. 
We have a massive variety of pieces from contributors both familiar 
and new, ranging from a trip to the idyllic locales of Punta Cana and 
a visit to one of Minneapolis' top pole dancing fitness gyms, to retro- 
spectives on local GLBT institutions such as the Town House Bar and 
Patrick's Cabaret. 

On top of that, we take a look at a number of local gay-owned or 
gay-headed restaurants; we interview former Vikings punter Chris 
Kluwe and Olympic diving legend Greg Louganis ahead of a ground- 
breaking GLBT sports summit on June 21; we learn about gay-orient- 
ed local sports including gay rodeo and flag football; we get spiritual 
with the creator of a Queer Tarot Deck; and we get to know about a 
trans woman who made volunteer work her life's mission. Oh, and we 
talk to our effervescent Pride Edition cover star, Zaylore Stout! 

Suffice to say, we've got one hell of a Pride issue for you. I take 
plenty of pride in this issue, for a number of reasons. First and most 
obvious, this is my first-ever Pride issue. It was an absolute joy get- 
ting to read all of these amazing stories, and being able to share them 
with you. 

But on a far more personal note, the timing of this issue is some- 
what bittersweet for me. On June 19 of last year, Christiaan Lie- 
vestro—my paternal great-uncle and the man I was named after— 
passed away. Uncle Chris was a great many things: a world traveler, a 
Harvard doctorate recipient, a professor emeritus at California's San- 


Christiaan Lievestro, left, with a three-year-old Chris Tarbox circa 1989. Photo by Becky 
Tarbox 


ta Clara University, a civil rights activist. But he was also a proud gay 
man, having lived and persevered in the Civil Rights Era, when it was 
not particularly easy to be anybody other than a straight white male. 

Uncle Chris was a college friend of the iconic Harvey Milk. He 
marched alongside Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He dedicated his life 
to educating and inspiring others in his capacity as a professor of Eng- 
lish. And, like his great nephew, he was fiercely opinionated and pas- 
sionate about the rights of the oppressed and marginalized. Despite 
Chris and I living half a country away from each other, we shared a 
tremendous bond, and I'm sure that if he were alive today, he'd be 
proud of where I am. 

So this Pride issue is for you, Uncle Chris. This Pride issue is for 
you, our amazing readers. This Pride issue is for you, our utterly fabu- 
lous rainbow community. I am proud of being a part of the Lavender 
family, and we are all proud of representing you. Because there's no 
better ride than having Pride. B 
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COVER CONTEST 
• By Е.В. Boatner e 


Raised a stone's throw p» N | heim, CA, Lavender Pride Cover 
Contest winner, Zaylore Stout, made his to the Twin Cities via the University 
St. Thomas School of Law in 2015. Today he heads his own law firm, Zaylore Stout 
& Associates, and is an active advocate for many GLBT issues. Stout spoke recently 
with Lavender about his win of the Lavender Cover & Cruise Contest and some of 
his many other activities. 
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COVER CONTEST 


E.B. Boatner: How did you get from St. Thomas Law to your 
own firm? 

Zaylore Stout: I founded Zaylore Stout & Associates, LLC, in 
2012 while back in California. My practice focuses on employment 
discrimination, sexual harassment, wrongful termination and wage 
and hour matters. We represent both companies and employees in 
these types of disputes. 

EBB: You advocate particularly for inclusivity; not only for 
gays and lesbians generally, but for the greater acceptance of 
bi—and particularly trans—individuals within the gay commu- 
nity itself. 

75: The “рау rights" movement began focused on lesbians and 
gays. Now we have the [much broader] acronym LGBTQQIP2SAA+. I 
speak to many gays and lesbians who believe that there is no need for 
letters besides the “Т” and the “С,” although some admit that the “Т” 
may also be necessary. But many believe that the rest of the letters 
are just people seeking attention. What they don't realize is that it was 
their [original] fights, struggles, and sacrifices that made it possible 
for folks to be able to self-identify now. Our transgender counterparts 
have been part of the fight with us since Stonewall and we need to be 
there for them now. 

EBB: Will you briefly describe your Ranked Choice Voting 
(RCV) work in St. Louis Park? 

ZS: RCV is a voting system that allows voters to rank their ideal 
candidates in order of preference. I ran as an *out and proud" candi- 
date for the St. Louis Park City Council Ward 1 seat last summer. The 
city council had already voted to abolish the primary election 
and I was a firm supporter of the options RCV provides to 
nonconventional candidates and minority voters. 

EBB: You are also board member of RECLAIM? 

ZS: RECLAIM is an incredible local nonprofit that 
works to increase access to mental health support for 
queer, transgender, and gender-nonconforming youth 
regardless of their ability to pay. RECLAIM's goal is to 
allow the youth to “reclaim their lives from oppression" 
in all its forms. RECLAIM partners with youth ages 13- 
25, who are marginalized because of their gender iden- 
tity, gender expression, and/or sexual orientation. 

You’re currently writing a book called Our Gay 
History in the 50 States? 

ZS: American history would be vastly 
different without the contributions of the 
LGBTQIA+ community. Their numbers 
include some very influential politi- 
cians, philanthropists, physicians, 
artists, business executives, teach- 
ers, labor rights leaders, entre- 
preneurs, athletes, soldiers, 
First Nation communities and 
more. Our county would 
not be the same without 
them. Our stories are 
intertwined; our his- 
tory is American his- 
tory. 

Since very few 
LGBTQIA+ folks are 
raised in a queer house- 
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hold, it is difficult to access or understand our own identity, under- 
stand others, or build a sense of pride. My hope is that access to Our 
Gay History in 50 States will help bridge that gap. We are only as 
strong as our collective voices, so stay vocal and stay engaged. His- 
tory is on our side! 

How have you researched and constructed the book's tre- 
mendous amount of material? What/who are you highlighting? 

ZS: I've hired an army of LGBTQIA--identified queer youth from 
across the country to help with the initial research, and they were 
paid a livable wage for their efforts. I then backfilled some of the 
research to ensure that the diversity within our community was show- 
cased. Next was deciding what people/places/queer facts would be 
included. I’ve tried to balance the known personalities like Harvey 
Milk and Ricky Martin, with the unsung champions like Sylvia Ray 
Rivera and Holly Boswell. 

EBB: You mentioned wanting to show that all areas of the 
country have contributing gay members. Have you had any 
surprises? 

ZS: Many surprises and perhaps some controversies. Here's one: 
Angela Davis—yes, that Angela Davis from the Black Panther party, 
third woman ever listed on the FBI's most wanted list. She came out 
as a lesbian in 1997, but few heard the news. She is still a radical femi- 
nist, fighting against inequality, but now she's one that young lesbians 
of color can look up to as a role model. 

Another is Alan L. Hart who pioneered the use of x-ray photogra- 

phy in tuberculosis (TB) detection, helping save thousands of lives. 
He was also the first documented male to transition in the U.S. 
in 1917. Those in medicine may talk about his amazing contri- 
bution to our county, but few mention that he was transgen- 
der and married—twice—over a hundred years ago. 

EBB: Where will you go on your Celebrity Cruise? 
And with whom? 

ZS: I love warm weather and beaches, so the plan is to 
opt for a Caribbean cruise. ГЇЇ be taking my partner, Ore 
Lindenfeld. It’s the least I can do since (1) he has never 

been on a cruise, (2) I stole our summer away in 2017 
when I ran for office, and (3) he joined me on this 
wild adventure leaving West Hollywood 
behind to join me in Minneapolis. 
He’s my biggest fan. 

EBB: A “Bon Voyage” be- 
fore setting sail? 
ZS: I am very honored to 
be Lavenders inaugural win- 
ner of their Pride Cover Con- 
test. I thank Lavender for 
providing this amazing op- 
portunity, offer a shout out 
to the other nine inspiring 
video finalists, and a heart- 
felt thank you to all those 
who voted for me. B 


During Pride Month (June 
1-30] Stout's book may be pre- 
ordered at www.Gay50States. 
com. The publication date is 
October 1. 
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PRIDE I$ A MANY-SPLENDORED THING 


People question why the queer community has to be “proud,” 
why they hold celebrations, parades, and general hoo-rah, when non- 
GLBT folks “don’t do that sort of thing.” Of course, they do: the Irish 
on St. Pat’s Day, the Scandinavians’ Midsummer’s Eve, Brazil’s Carni- 
val, India’s Holi, the Bavarians’ Oktoberfest, and so on. 

Gay pride is celebrated because we now can (in most areas of the 
country) be seen clearly as who we are, here and out in the open. Yes, 
as many point out, there is a commercial side, but few of the festivals 
above can claim that they’re untainted by sales of food, beverages, 
and tchotchkes. People seek occasions to congregate with others 
of like religious/cultural/linguistic/sexual/culinary inclinations, to 
ritually have a good time while celebrating a shared past. 

Some consider pride a “deadly sin,” and, it can become toxic and 
damage, but there’s something to be said for other expressions of 
that emotion; pride in a job well done, pride in one’s country, of kin 
who have persevered through persecution to live openly in the larger 
society. 

There are personal, private prides; accomplishing the unexpected, 
completing something long postponed. Oscar Wilde’s Lady Bracknell 


in The Importance of Being Earnest remarked, “To lose one parent, 
Mr. Worthing, may be regarded as a misfortune; to lose both looks 
like carelessness.” 

I won’t go into all the reasons, but I’ve been careless. My parents’ 
remains were shipped (a word upon which Wilde would pounce) back 
down to the deep South. I delayed placing markers. Time passed. 
Specifically, several decades. The nearer I approach their ages, the 
greater has become the pressure to do something. If this sounds 
odd to one not acquainted with their competitiveness, my dilemma 
stemmed not from my problems with them, but deciding to whom 
should be given top billing. 

Then there was that problem of their being “lost.” Just where had 
they been shipped? Knocking at strange graveyards’ doors asking, 
“Do you have the Boatners?” I at last obtained a location and fam- 
ily plot, though their exact position within is unknown. A gentleman 
named Skipper helped me choose a granite marker. First deceased 
gets first billing, and chiseled beneath, the hope, “Peace.” 

They never met Ethan, but I hope they’d be proud of him: I am. 
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PASSION. JOY. CREATIVITY. 
Pet photography as it should be. 
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John Medeiros, Attorney 


Immigration and Nationality Law 


* Concentration in U.S. immigration law 


* Experience working with employers, physicians and other 


612 827 5847 
christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 
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healthcare workers, artists, designers, technology workers, 
teachers, engineers, and other professionals 

e Employment-based immigration, including H-1Bs, L-1s, O-1s, 
and PERM/Labor certification applications 


* Marriage-based immigration, including same-sex marriages 
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Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
100 S 5th St, Suite 2450, 
Minneapolis MN 55402 
rmoltaji@financialguide.com 


Call Roya today at Charterpoint ae 
95 2-769-2 1 26 A member of the m тте Group 
| WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


| lama registered representative of and offer securities, investment advisory, and financial planning services through 
Í MML Investors Services, ШС. Member SIPC (www.SIPC.org). 100 5 5^ St, Suite 2450, Minneapolis MN 55402 
612-330-4647 
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Dragonfly BED + BREAKFAST * OGUNQUIT, ME 


appy Charming Guest House, centrally 
ride from located, private baths, delicious 
breakfast, on-site Massage 
Therapist, one dog-friendly room. 
eee esa So — 
254 Shore Rd 
Ogunquit ME 03907 
www.dragonflyguesthouse.com 
207-216-4848 
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An oasis of tranquility awaits you just steps 
from Ogunquit's famed Marginal Way. 
With its sophisticated flair and magnificent 


water views, you will find yourself immersed 
in a wonderful blend of Maine charm 


and laid-back beach luxury. 


'The Trellis House has been Awarded 
2018 5% The 2018 Traveler's Choice Award! 


(с) о) 2018 Тор 25 Inn/B&B'S 
trip in the United States. 
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207-646-7909 


www.trellishouse.com 


One of the best locations in town! 


We ROCK Breakfast - It’s how we ROLL! 


We'll see you for our Love Potion Number 4 - you call it coffee. 
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W^ gag Breakfast 


"oGuNQUIT'S FINEST BREAKFAST 


IN A FUN, RETRO ATMOSPHERE! 


Our exciting new location 
€7 Main Street at the blinking light 
+ Minutes to the Playhouse 


www.amorebreakfast.com 
207-646-6667 


22 Berwick Road • In the Village 
Ogunquit, Maine 


2 We are a proud sponsor of this production of Smokey Joe's Café! 
207-646-MOON • MoonOverMaine.com 
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COME VISIT US IN AMERICA’S GAYCATIONLAND EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED 
Serving delicious WHILE IN OGUNQUIT 


breakfast, = 
lunch, dinner 


CJT? and great cocktails 5-55 
BESSIES eatathessies.com yo 
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А Coffee © Grill = Sandwiches © Bakery © Butcher 


Stop in for donuts, coffee, 


breakfast, and enjoy your of | 
favorite cocktail with lunch. KX e : 
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Chef Trip 
Harvest & Plate 


Owners Corey Fortin & Trip Rouillier 


VILLAGE ROOD 
wo teamwunder.com ыо MARKET 


207-646-2122 www.VillageFoodMarket.com 
230 Main Street • Ogunquit, ME 03907 


MI 


The Ogunquit Inn | I conch PNE = 
Charm of Yesteryear, Estate J ewelers 


Convenience of Today 


17 Glen Avenue 
Ogunquit, ME 03907 
(207) 646-3633 
www.theogunquitinn.com 


Creating new memories. 


UNIQUE SELECTION OF ANTIQUE AND 
ESTATE JEWELRY AND FINE GIFTS 


Repairs ~ Restoration ~ Custom Design 


254 MAIN ST > OGUNQUIT « 207.216.9917 I 
STONEHOMEESTATEJEWELERS.COM 
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© HOSTS HISTORIC 


SPORTS EVENT FOR PRIDE 


Lavender cordially invites you to Lavender's Pride Score Thursday, taking place at LUSH in 
Northeast Minneapolis on Thursday, June 21. 


Тһе historic, first-of-its-kind event—sponsored by Smirnoff, Captain 
Morgan, North Memorial Health, and Mint Orthodontics—will bring 
together representatives from GLBT, college and professional athletic 
organizations under one roof to celebrate Pride and a love of sports. 
Participating organizations include: GLASS Volleyball & Tennis, Hump 
Day Bowlers, Minneapolis Mayhem Rugby Football Club, Minnesota 
Gay Flag Football, the North Star Gay Rodeo Association, TC Jacks, 
the Minnesota Lynx, Minnesota Vikings, Minnesota Twins, Minnesota 
Wild, Minnesota United FC, Minnesota Timberwolves, and the Min- 
nesota Gophers. In all, 13 GLBT leagues will be involved in the event. 

Attendees will enjoy complimentary appetizers and a cash bar 


stocked with Smirnoff and Captain Morgan drink specials. Wear your 
favorite sports jersey or come as you are, and be sure to participate in 
great prize giveaways and a silent auction! 

Тһе first 25 people to stop by the Mint Orthodontics table will 
receive a certificate for a complimentary fitted mouth guard ($75 
value). 

Register for free at lavendermedia.eventbrite.com. For more in- 
formation, contact Linda Raines at 612-436-4660 or linda@lavender- 
magazine.com. 

Тһе event runs from 5:30 to 8 p.m. LUSH is located at 990 Central 
Ave. NE in Minneapolis, and there is free parking around the bar. 
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MONDAY, JULY 8 


HEADFLYER 


CQA THEME 


SPECIAL TICKET PACKAGE: 


GAME TICKET 
EXCLUSIVE TWINS 
PRIDE CAP 


twinsbaseball /pride 
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MEDIA PARTNER 


STOP BY OUR BOOTH AT THE PRIDE BEER DABBLER 
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CRAFT BEER. GREAT FOOD. AMAZING "7 
CANALPARKBREWERY.COM 
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шө 2325 Епдісон Street - St. Paul 
We're Beer for You www.urbangrowlerbrewing.com 


urban Taproom | Kitchen | Beer Garden 


em 
Pride! 


It’s All 
Copacetic 
Mem 


TAPROOM & BREWERY • UTEPILSBREWING.COM 


SERVING CRAFT BEERS OF THE NORTH 
| FROM OUR TAPROOM IN LORING PARK 


1368 LaSalle Ave // www.lakesandlegends.com 


CASTLE DANGER ROCK:BOT'TOM 
BREWERY RESTAURANT & BREWERY 


Taproom located at 
17-7* Street 


Two Harbofs, MN 55616 


eee" SUNDAY JUNE 24TH - 9AM-1PM $15 


dangerously good ales. ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY • 825 HENNEPIN AVENUE 


711 15% Ave NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 


PLAY HARD. TAKE PRIDE. BE SOCIABLE. 
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LEATHER LIFE 
е By Steve Lenius ® 


PRIDE-AND “RESIST” 


It’s time again for Pride, in both 
GLBT and leather flavors. 

And this year, Pride is coming nota 
moment too soon for me. I have seen 
so much happening lately, nation- 
ally and internationally, that ranges 
from cringeworthy to infuriating to 
scary. The increasing partisan politi- 
cal divide. Powerful men engaging in 
sexual assault and harassment. A re- 
surgence of forms of hate, bigotry, and 
intolerance that I thought had been 
banished. And that’s just for starters. I 
am not particularly proud to be living in 
a society that seems to be getting more PRAQA 
and more dysfunctional and chaotic. е i ) | © 

On the other hand, I look at things ІЛІМІ GOVE 
closer to home and I feel more hopeful. I LEATHER 
look at the overlapping communities, GLBT PRIDI 
and leather, to which I claim membership, and 
I'm proud of so many things. 

I'm proud of both of these communities. I’m proud 
of the people who make up these communities. I’m 
proud of the values these communities embrace (and 
I wish these values were more widespread elsewhere). 
I'm proud of what these communities, and their mem- 
bers, are doing and accomplishing and becoming. And I’m proud to be a 
member of both of these communities. 

I'm proud of the young people in these communities. I’m proud of their 
youthful energy, exuberance, and determination. These are the people 
who are inheriting the communities that my generation, and generations 
before me, have built, nurtured, and tended. The more I see, the more I 
think the communities we have built will be in very good hands—and the 
next generation will continue to build and improve these communities in 
ways I can't even imagine. 

I'm proud of the more experienced people in these communities— 
people of my generation who are still around. And I’m proud of the gen- 
erations that have gone before. I'm proud of what has been built, and the 
progress and accomplishments both of these communities have made 
over the years. 

I'm proud of our allies. We wouldn't be where we are today without 
them. 
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This year's Minnesota Leather Pride dog 

tag was designed by Kurt Patton, who was 
inspired by a symbol created by his partner, 
Steven Patton. Dog tags are available for $10 
at Twin Cities Leather & Latte, or from MNLP 
board members at this year's Minnesota 
Leather Pride events. Photo by Andrew Bertke. 


Im proud of the way both of these 

communities are evolving and diversi- 

fying. Members of minority groups of 
all kinds—including but not limited 
to matters of race, ethnicity, and gen- 
der—are increasingly making their 
voices heard and their presence and 
influence felt in these communities. 
And the communities are so much 
richer because of this. 

Finally, Im proud of Minnesota’s 
leather pride celebration and of Min- 
nesota Leather Pride (MNLP), the or- 
ganization that produces leather pride 
events in June and throughout the year. 
Тһе theme of this years Minnesota 
Leather Pride celebration is “RESIST.” 
MNLP explains the theme by saying, “Ке- 
sist boxes. Resist racists. Resist labels. Re- 
sist fascists. Resist erasure. Resist misogyny. 
Resist transphobia. Resist stereotypes. Resist the 
‘should’. Resist the ‘supposed to’.” 

The Stonewall rebellion on June 28, 1969— 
which is what we celebrate by observing Pride at 
the end of June—was also all about “Resist.” On 
that evening the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a 
gay bar in New York City. But the crowd did not go quietly into the police 
wagons. Instead the crowd resisted, a riot ensued, and the world changed. 

Next year, 2019, will be the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall rebell- 
lion. We can be proud of how much has changed since then, and we can 
celebrate our accomplishments and our progress. But there still is more 
to do, and we also need to be vigilant and guard our progress and our ac- 
complishments. 

For information about this year’s Minnesota Leather Pride events, 
visit the Minnesota Leather Pride website (www.MNLeatherPride.org) or 
check out the Minnesota Leather Pride Facebook page. Be sure to visit 
the Minnesota Leather Pride booth at the Pride Festival in Loring Park 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 23 and 24. And help carry the giant leather 
pride flag in the Ashley Rukes Pride Parade on Sunday. 

(By the way—June would be an excellent month to read, or re- 
read, Land of 10,000 Loves: A History of Queer Minnesota by Stewart 
Van Cleve.) B 
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EXCEL PERSONALLY 
AND PROFESSIONALLY 


Exercise your skills and build a clientele in 
our busy, full-service grooming centers. Expand 
your creativity with a full range of services 
and styles. We'll help you grow and support 
you in achieving your career goals. 


~ a. 
WORK AT ANY OF OUR THREE GREAT LOCATIONS IN ST. LOUIS PARK, WOODBURY OR MINNETONKA. PLEASE REACH OUT TO US AT ONE OF LOCATIONS: 


6001 SHADY OAK RD STE 160 1683 WEST END BLVD 1960 DONEGAL DR 
MINNETONKA, MN 55343 SAINT LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 WOODBURY, MN 55125 
(952) 935-0505 (763) 546-1140 (651) 348-6676 


LOOKING FORWARD TO HELPING YOU GROW YOUR CAREER! 
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* By Gabby Landsverk ® 


THE TOWN HOUSE: 


Saying Farewell To A GLBT Institution 


Ask anyone in the Midway neighborhood, and they’re almost certain to have heard of it, if not been 
there themselves a few times. The oldest gay bar in St. Paul (second only to the 19 Bar in the Twin Cities), 
the Town House has been a beloved neighborhood haunt for generations. 


Now, the Town House is getting a soccer-centric up- 
date under new owner Wes Burdine and a new name: 
The Black Hart of St. Paul. 

Burdine said in an interview that he knows the 
bar’s history and community and hopes to preserve it 
as much as possible in its new iteration. 

“Places like Town House have been an oasis for a 
lot of people over the years and I’m very aware of not 
just the legacy but the real value that it has for people,” 
he said. 

Previous owner Holly Monnett said the bar began 
as a fine dining restaurant in the 1940s and stayed that 
way through the '50s and '60s. In 1969, the Town House 
was rebranded as a gay bar, albeit subtly. 

“Tt wasn't as okay to be gay back in those days and 
we didn't have a sign out front. It was almost like a pri- 
vate club in a way," Monnet recalled. 

Monnet began working for the Town House in 
1974, becoming manager in 1980 and buying the bar 
from its previous owner in 1987. 

"The time kind of flies," she said of her long tenure. 

Years ago, the bar was suggested for the National 
Register of Historic Places, but was determined to be 
ineligible because of the extensive remodeling of the 
interior over the years. 

“Tt sure as hell is a landmark though. You can say 
"The Town House' pretty much anywhere in the state 
and people know you're talking about us," Monnet said. 

The sale of the Town House has been in the works 
for about a year and a half, according to Burdine. He 
said Monnett was looking for the right buyer who 
wouldn't turn the bar into a Starbucks or a Dairy 
Queen, like many of the developers who had previ- 
ously tried to buy it. 

“Нег response to me was, Гуе been waiting for this 
call for so long,” he said. “I’m excited and I know that 
Holly is excited about what the bar can offer to the ex- 
isting clientele, neighbors and the new patrons that will 
be coming in." 

'The Town House is known for its welcoming atmo- 
sphere and range of clientele, including all ages and 
genders. 
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The Town House Bar started out as a fine dining establishment in the 1940s, before becoming a gay- 
themed bar in the late 1960s. Photo courtesy of Holly Monnett 
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An Ecolab Employee Resource Group 


LEARN K2 
TAXES ESA 


& EARN EXTRA INCOME -— 


Each year, H&R Block 
teaches thousands of 
people to prepare 
taxes. Take the H&R 
Block Income Tax 
Course to learn how to 
prepare taxes like a pro. 


Class times and locations are 
flexible to fit your current job, 
school and family schedules. 
Successful completion of this 
course could mean extra income 
as a tax professional for you.* 


Enroll now! 


Spanish course materials and language support 
available as needed. 


NORTHTOWN MALL,, 146 NORTHTOWN DR 
BLAINE, MN 55434 612-356-4431 


FOR CLASS TIMES AND LOCATIONS, VISIT HRBLOCK.COM/CLASS |800-HRBLOCK (800-472-5625) 


H&R 
BLOCK 


Enrollment restrictions and course material fees apply. Enrollment in, or completion 
of, the H&R Block Income Tax course is neither an offer nor a guarantee of 
employment. See hrblock.com/class for more details on the course. 
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The exterior of the Town House Bar, circa 1952. Photo courtesy of Holly Monnett 


“It’s kind of like a melting pot,” Monnet said. “It has a lot of heart and 
it's a really homey place." 

'The Town House also has a lively entertainment schedule, with drag 
shows three nights a week, karaoke once a week and a piano lounge. 

“The Town House is just a great neighborhood bar,” said Lori Dokken, 
a piano player and performer at the Town House since 1996. “When I de- 
scribe it to friends, I say you might have a drag show out front, get some 
tater tots and play pool, and then in the back you have a piano lounge and 
a fireplace." 

"[ts a great cross-section of the neighborhood. There's really some- 
thing for everyone," Dokken added. 

Тһе bar’s dance floor in the main room is a favorite of local DJs, many 
of whom have gone on to impressive careers in the Twin Cities music 
scene. 
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“The Town House offers an amazing array of talent. A lot of the great 
performers in the Cities got their start at the Town House,” said Kevin 
Flam, a longtime former employee. 

The bar’s performance space also hosts benefits for local charitable 
organizations. The Retrievers, a volunteer lost dog rescue group, often 
fundraised at the Town House, and the Aliveness Project has a weekly 
bingo night to benefit people living with HIV/AIDS. The bar’s website also 
keeps an updated list of community resources for health, advocacy, legal 
assistance and recreation. 

“We've more than a bar. We give back,” Monnet said. 

Burdine said the performance schedule at the bar will remain largely 
the same, with the addition of special events for soccer. 

“We'll be starting changing things around a little bit but it will mostly 
be business as usual,” he said. 
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The Town House Bar is the oldest GLBT bar in St. Paul, апа the second oldest іп the Twin Cities. Photo courtesy of Holly Monnett 


Burdine added that he is excited to bring a new clientele, along with 
small aesthetic changes such as bathroom renovations and an added win- 
dow to the front room. 

“T live in the neighborhood and my primary interest in finding a bar is 
that the new soccer stadium is coming in,” he added. “I thought it would 
be nice to kind of find a bar to make a home for soccer fans." 

Flam, a bartender at the Town House for nearly 19 years, said the bar 
has been a staple of neighborhood social life, enduring the construction of 
the light rail and before that, a kerfuffle over the statewide ban on smok- 
ing in bars. 

"Its a safe place, you can come there and be yourself and not feel 
judged. That's why people have been coming there for years," he said. 

During his time there, Flam said the community of staff and customers 
has been like a family. 

"The friends that I made there, whether customers or coworkers, are 
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lifelong," he said, and added that many people met their life partners at 
the Town House. 

Although he now lives in Wisconsin, Flam continues to visit his old 
workplace whenever he can make it back to the Twin Cities. 

“Its like I never left. The people there make you feel special every time 
you walk in the door," Flam said. 

The plans for the Town House Pride Month celebration won't 
change under Burdine's management. The bar will host a special cel- 
ebration on June 23, featuring performances and other entertainment. 
Burdine intends to keep as much of the gay-friendly atmosphere of the 
bar as possible while also serving as a new hub of Minnesota soccer 
culture. 

"Soccer is a pretty progressive sport, the leagues are very actively 
working toward creating inclusive spaces and anti-bigotry platforms," 
Burdine said. 
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RuPaul’s Drag Race winner and Minneapolis resident BeBe Zahara Benet 
has ‘charisma, uniqueness, nerve and talent’ 


She’s the winner of the first season of RuPaul’s Drag Race, and most recently, 
won multiple challenges as a surprise contestant on RuPaul’s Drag Race All 
Stars 3. Add in the recent release of solo music on 
iTunes and a sold-out show in Minneapolis, one could 
say BeBe Zahara Benet is having her best year yet. 

Born Nea Marshall Kudi Ngwa in Cameroon, BeBe 
moved to Minnesota to be closer to family. After a 
stint in New York City, BeBe once again calls Min- 
neapolis home. 

Lavender chatted with BeBe about Drag Race, 
including the Minneapolis queens who would ex- 
cel on the main stage of the VH1 television show. 
Plus, we discover what makeup accessory is clutch in 
this drag queen’s bag along with where BeBe goes to 
find hot guys in Minneapolis. 

Lavender Magazine: BeBe, you're an im- 
migrant to Minneapolis. What brought you 
here? 

BeBe Zahara Benet: I came to the United 
States to be able to really figure out what craft I 
wanted to focus on. I came to attend university. In 
that process, I discovered my calling and realized that it 
had nothing to do with what I was studying. 

Lavender: When did you start doing drag? When did you decide this 
was what you wanted to do for a career? 

BZB: I started doing drag in 2000. That's when I really started ex- 
ploring the art form. The same year, I did a show with Cyndi Lauper 
and discovered that this is what I wanted to do. АП of the puzzle pieces 
came together. That's when I made my first money as a drag enter- 
tainer and realized I could do this for a living. 

Lavender: What do you love about the drag and gay scenes in the 
Twin Cities? 

BZB: I feel like the girls here make it really fun. You see so many 
kinds of drag and there is a melting pot among us all—campy, club 
kids, glamorous pageant girls, the fashion-forward girls, etc. I love 
that. Also, there is a sense of family in the drag scene. Minnesota al- 
lows you to explore your craft and figure out how you want to express 
yourself. 


Minneapolis-based drag queen 


for winning the first season of 
RuPaul's Drag Race. Photo by 
Alvan Washington 
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BeBe Zahara Benet gained fame 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 46 mp 
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Lavender: Who would represent Minnesota well on RuPaul's Drag 
Race? 

BZB: There are so many! I would love to see some seasoned girls 
like Nina D'Angelo, Genevee Ramona Love, and Julia Starr, among oth- 
ers. 

Lavender: The folks are dying to know. On All Stars 3, you had the 
power to send someone home, but in a twist, BenDeLaCreme decided 
to send herself home instead. Who would you have selected to leave the 
competition? 

BZB: Out of respect for DeLa... [laughs] I can't believe people still 
care about this. Like I said on the show, I am not interested in revealing 
that. 

Lavender: You're following in the steps of Momma Ru and released 
an EP last year. What inspired you to create music? 

BZB: Music has always been a part of my life and upbringing. It al- 
lows me to express myself in so many ways and show the many colors 
of my personality and experiences. Last year's EP was an incredible 
achievement for me. I recently released my latest single, “Jungle Kitty,” 
which really picks up where my last bit of music left off. It's a lot of at- 
titude and sass! 

Lavender: Drag Race winners like yourself perform around the 
country. What city is your favorite and why is it unique? 

BZB: I love Austin, Texas. I just love the weather, the community and 
the feeling there. There is such an overwhelmingly lovely energy there. 
I also love Seattle. 

Lavender: What is the secret weapon inside your makeup bag? 

BZB: Black eyeliner and black lipstick. You can always throw 
these on quickly and be stage-ready in no time. 

Lavender: We're celebrating Pride here in the Twin Cities 
this month. Let's do some Minnesota-centric rapid fire. 

Lavender: Favorite gay bar? 

BZB: The Saloon. 

Lavender: Favorite Sunday brunch spot? 

BZB: Union Rooftop for Flip Phone's brunch. 

Lavender: Favorite spot to look at hot men? 

BZB: The Saloon. 

BeBe's live dance party, ROAR, debuted to a sold- 
out crowd at Mercy in downtown Minneapolis in March 
2018 and will return to town soon. You can discover when 
shows are announced and download the songs 
from BeBe's latest EP on her website, www. 
bebezahara.com. 

Being BeBe: The BeBe Zahara 
Benet Documentary recently 
completed a successful Kick- 
starter campaign and is post- 
production. Producer and 
Minnesotan Emily Branham 
tells Lavender she’s aiming 
for an early 2019 festival pre- 
miere. ш 


Benet was born in Cameroon before moving to Minneapolis 
to be closer to family. Photo by Alvan Washington 


"Music...allows me to express 
myself in so many ways and 
show the many colors of my 
personality and experiences." 


Watch Mike Marcotte deliver what's happening this 
weekend every Thursday on KSTP-TV's Twin Cities Live. 
His website, www.givemethemike.com, includes LGBT- 

friendly travel guides for cities around the United States. 


A documentary on the life of BeBe Zahara 
Benet is tentatively set for a 2019 premiere. 
Photo by Alvan Washington 
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SASHAY AWAY 
WITH DYKES 
DO DRAG! 


This isn't your mother's drag show. Dykes Do Drag! 
is anything but staid or boring, even as it completes 
а second decade of performances. 


For three nights every other month, each two-hour perfor- 
mance includes about two dozen acts that rocket from funny to 
sweet to raunchy and back again. 

Host Heather Spear promised the dozens of people at DDD's 
April 21 show that they'd laugh a lot, and she delivered: come- 
dian Megan Anderson mused on Minnesota accents, a pair of 
women in unicorn onesies played a love tune on a ukulele, and a 
woman in a different unicorn onesie waggled a dildo and chugged 
whip cream at the climax of “Let it Go." 

And the show effortlessly shifted gears in between: a perform- 
er belted Florence + The Machine mere minutes after another in 
sultry business attire got more and more naked to a pounding 
EDM song. Audience members readily tossed crumpled-up dol- 
lar bills to both. 

“If cats wore backpacks,” Spear asked during a Family Feud 
icebreaker that gleefully swerved toward the risque, “Мате 
something they'd carry in them?" 

The answer, of course, was “пір.” 

“We absolutely welcome spontaneous dance parties,” Spear 
said. 

Unlike most traditional drag shows, Dykes Do Drag! includes 
drag kings along with the queens, and folds in live bands, video 
work and the occasional clown. Spear—also known as The Gen- 
tleman King—has produced the performance art-drag-cabaret 


д 2. А Del the Funky Homosexual performs at a Dykes Do Drag! event. 
mashup since its inception in 1999. Photo by Lauren Hughes 
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Dykes Do Drag! has boasted a revolving cadre of eclectic performers, such as SackaJo Weedah and Dick Diver. Photo by Lauren Hughes 


She said she's proud of the show's eclectic nature, and said she al- 
ways intended to create a place to push the limits of drag. 

"The concept of drag kings kind of flares up, people know about it 
and then they don't," Spear said. “АП the kind of drag shows in town 
were either all queens or all kings. Myself and some other members of 
the dance community were interested in doing this, but we wanted it to 
be more eclectic and less gender-specific." 

Spear and DDD’s other organizers also wanted to move away from 
bar drag and emphasize the performance art aspects of the show. 

Тһе stage at Bryant Lake Bowl is small, but the setup keeps it from 


being claustrophobic. Backstage curtains, pulled back, reveal large win- 
dows and a door to Lake Street, and some performers take their acts 
outside. On the 21st, a trio of performers—one in a clown suit and the 
two in Victorian-looking dresses—deliberately, unnervingly, but hilari- 
ously paced in and out of the venue, staring down passing bar bros and 
paying customers alike as they held single red balloons. Blaring from 
the theater speakers? “99 Luftballoons", of course. 

“In a way, we can bring the whole world into the room at the same 
time as being nice and small and cozy and intimate," Spear said. "It's a 
really flexible space and in that regard I feel really lucky." 


————X CONTINUED ON PAGE 54 m 
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Dykes Do Drag! will be performing at First Avenue's Grown & Sexy Pride VIII event on 
June 22. Photo by Lauren Hughes 


Spear credits the venue, as well as the eclectic and rotating group of 
performers, with Dykes Do Drag!’s staying power. Every kind of per- 
former is welcome to join the show, and Spear's biggest job as producer 
is creating a cohesive experience for the audience. 

Currently, Spear has an email list of about 30 performers, who she 
reaches out to weeks before a show. Each one creates their own act, and 
rehearses on their own, as well as with the group. This creates a fast- 
paced show that's unlike traditional drag. 

“I want people, the audience, to get as much of what we have to give 
them in those two hours," Spear said. She doesn't speak very much be- 
tween acts, she said, to let the pieces speak for themselves. 

“It’s always been really, really important to include anybody and ev- 
erybody, wherever they are in their own lives, and help them realize that 
it's OK to be who they are," Spear said. "It's incredibly important to me 
that the Dykes Do Drag! Community space is open to anybody of any 
gender, any race, any kind of personal identities or social identities. It's 
just crucial to me that it's a safe place for everybody." 

DDD's next show at BLB runs June 14, 15 and 16, and DDD is also 
scheduled to perform at First Avenue for Grown & Sexy Pride VIII on 
June 22. в 
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Heather Spear, also known as the Gentleman King, has produced Dykes Do Drag! 
since 1999. Photo by Lauren Hughes 
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Ken Ludwig's Baskerville. Photo by Petronella J. Ytsma 


BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK 
HOLMES MYSTERY 

June 15-July 20 

Park Square Theatre's Proscenium Stage 
20 W 7th PI., St. Paul 

651-291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Park Square's annual summer mystery 
thriller crosses the gender line this year. In- 
spired by Arthur Conan Doyle's classic, ТЛе 
Hound of the Baskervilles, comedic playwright 
Ken Ludwig brings his kinetic flair to the mys- 
tery genre's most celebrated crime-fighting 
duo: Sherlock Holmes (McKenna Kelly-Ei- 
ding) and his investigative assistant, Dr. Wat- 
son (Sara Richardson). Three other actors 
play multiple roles. 

'Though wildly different in style from the 
1901-02 crime serial that became a novel, the 
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play hews closely to it. When a man is found 
dead at a Devonshire estate, the eerie spectre 
of a supernatural canine becomes a suspect. 
A family curse, dating all the way back to the 
English Civil War when an ancestor cut a deal 
with Satan, is suspected to be at the root of 
the crime. 

Director Theo Langason notes that *some 
Sherlockians will be skeptical of a woman in 
the role. But all the things we love about the 
character—intuition, ingenuity, intelligence— 
aren't tied to gender. And when I saw McKen- 
na's audition, her performance was so ground- 
ed—which this script needs since the other 
actors jump from character to character." 

Dr. Watson has been described as the 
play's "investigator on the ground" and as Lan- 
gason adds, "Sara Richardson is so wonderful 
and I'm glad we get to spend so much time 


with her as Watson in this play." This actress 
was named in Lavenders Superior Perfor- 
mances of 2013 for Pillsbury House's Buzzer, 
which was performed at the Guthrie's Dowl- 
ing Studio. 

Langason also adds context: "Sherlock is 
a fascinating character. He deserves a role in 
the pantheon of superheroes. I mean, with- 
out Sherlock Holmes, is it possible to have 
Batman? This show clips along with a very 
atmospheric, cinematic quality that I think 
will be really satisfying to both the artists and 
the audience. Peter Morrow (the sound de- 
signer) and I are working hard on where the 
sound comes from in the auditorium, trying to 
achieve the sensation your get in a surround- 
sound movie theatre. I want those ‘howls off 
the moors’ to give us all the /teebie-jeebies!" 
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF 
INTIMACY: QUEER AND 
RADICAL PERFORMANCE 
AT THE WALKER, 1990-1995 
Ongoing 

Walker Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 

'To really understand the Twin Cities queer 
scene from a recent historical perspective, it 
is important to understand how the Walker 
Art Center shifted the focus locally to bring it 
more into alignment with the queer scene in 
other cosmopolitan areas. Moreover, it actually 
shifted the very discourse in the 1990s decade 
which began overarchingly with “gay” and “les- 
bian” as the terms primarily used in conversa- 
tion and writing. As the decade moved on, the 
terms “transgender” and “genderqueer” be- 
came more embedded, as well as the acronym, 
“GLBT”. “СВТ” came into general use much 
later.) 

The early 1990s was a time when Sen. Jesse 
Helms (R-NC) led a strong campaign against 
providing public funds for queer pieces and 
other art regarded as radical. This implicitly 
meant that during that particular period, HIV/ 
AIDS themes and content were also singled 
out. The Walker was caught in the crosshairs 
of this for presenting heretical work and it be- 
came not only the dominant force in local queer 
culture, but it was also a highly visible queer- 
based participant on the national scene. That 
period is being reflected on in a Walker instal- 
lation titled A Different Kind of Intimacy: Queer 
and Radical Performance at the Walker, 1990 to 
1995. Video, photographs, and what is referred 
to as “ephemera” are showcased. 

Curator Gwyneth Shanks relates, “The 
1990s were an important historic period for the 
development of queer performance practice 
in the U.S. and for the Walker’s Performing 


Equivocation. Engraving by Crispijn van de Passe 


SPOTLIGHT 


A Different Kind Of Intimacy. Photo by Dona Ann McAdams 


Arts Department. For artists and for then Per- 
forming Arts curator, John Killacky, the larger 
context of the culture wars and the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic—both spurred on and exacerbated 
by the Reagan Administration—affected the 
types of work created and presented. The ur- 
gency of responding to the epidemic and to 
widespread homophobia deeply informed art- 
ists working across performance art, dance, 
and experimental theatre. Solo performance, 
for instance, rose to prominence as a form 
well suited to expressing the rage, grief, and 
pain artists experienced. While many of the 
performers included in the exhibit found sup- 
port for their work at smaller venues in Los 
Angeles and New York—often specifically 
focused on LGBTQ art and community—the 
Walker was one of the few larger institutions 
that likewise presented such work. This is an 
important aesthetic, political, and institutional 
story to tell, and one which centers artists in- 
vested in the body as a medium through which 
to narrate particular stories and experiences.” 


601 LAVENDER | JUNE 7JUNE 20, 2018 


EQUIVOCATION 

June 9-24 

Gremlin Theatre, 550 Vandalia St., St. Paul 
800-838-3006 


www.walkingshadowcompany.org 

Two tremendous concerns of our time 
are terrorism and religious freedom. Walking 
Shadow Theatre Company reminds us of one 
of history's emblematic events wherein these 
two concerns converged: the Gunpowder Plot 
of 1605 in protest of the persecution of Roman 
Catholics by the English crown. It was also a 
time when William Shakespeare, widely be- 
lieved to have been a closet Catholic, had to 
tread delicately in his playwriting so as not to 
offend the reigning powers of the King and the 
nation's official church. Since the formation of 
the Church of England by Henry VIII in the 
previous century, a reign of terror had been 
waged against Catholics. 

Director Amy Rummenie shares, “Іп Bill 
Cain’s play, Equivocation, ‘Shagspeare’ (Da- 
mon C. Mentzer) is asked to pen the govern- 
ment’s official story of the Gunpowder Treason 
and Plot. With only the King’s version of the 
story to go by, he sets about trying to find the 
truth about a night when the newly crowned 
King James, his family, and all of parliament 
were almost blown to smithereens. Almost. 
But the King’s version has some wildly implau- 
sible parts, and we wonder which direction this 
conspiracy points. After this near-miss, Catholi- 
cism became synonymous with treason, mak- 
ing it even more dangerous for the faithful to 
live openly and safely. And dangerous for an 
artist to speak their mind in opposition to the 
state.” 
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FELLOW TRAVELERS 

June 16-24 

Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-333-6669 


www.mnopera.org 

In 1953, President Eisenhower issued Executive Order 10450, which re- 
sulted in a ban on thousands of gays and lesbians from seeking federal employ- 
ment, and over 5,000 working in the system already being fired on suspicion 
of homosexuality. The language of the order condemned “immoral, or notori- 
ously disgraceful conduct" and *perversion" and carried with it an insinuation 
of mental illness. These broad strokes were enough to stigmatize and destroy 
innocent lives. 

'The Lavender Scare of the 1950s was a dark offshoot of the atmosphere 
emanated by the anti-communist McCarthy Era and the burgeoning Cold War. 
(Ironically, in the communist Soviet Union, gays were routinely rounded up 
into nightmarish gulags.) It is against this backdrop that Fellow Travelers, an 
acclaimed opera by Gregory Spears based on Thomas Mallon's novel, spins a 
story of love and exploitation between two male lovers, Hawkins and Timothy. 
Hadleigh Adams and Andres Acosta play these men for Minnesota Opera under 
Peter Rothstein's direction at the Cowles Center. This is a different venue than 
that typically used by the opera company. Daniela Candillari conducts. 

Adams points out that his character is “confident” and “knows he ‘passes’ 
for straight”—using those qualities to his advantage. Adams also observes, “In 
Fellow Travelers, Hawkins does a pretty terrible thing to someone who he says 
he loves. Hawkins is very successful, gregarious, handsome, good at his job, 
and often fawned over. He’s attracted to men but views sexual encounters with 
random men as the totality of the gay experience for him. He doesn’t see any 
path forward to having a life with a man; living together, building a home; nor 
does he seem to want one. Now, of course, this is a pretty common viewpoint 
for a lot of closeted men in the 1950s, and to an extent, it’s easy to understand 
why. The way the LGBT community in the 1950s was treated was abhorrent, 
and for a powerful man who would otherwise have the world at his feet, the 
thought of falling to the very bottom of the social hierarchy would surely have 
been a petrifying thought. It’s easy with hindsight to castigate Hawkins for his 
weaknesses but from his perspective, he’s just doing everything he can to keep 
his head above water.” 

At the beginning of the opera, Hawkins comes on very strong in pursuit of a 
man on a park bench. Adams points out “that because (Hawkins) knows that he 
passes for straight, he doesn't have any fear of being found out, and can exude 
this gregarious sexuality with men or women at the flick of the switch. I feel 
that somewhere on his journey, when he was younger, Hawkins was really hurt 
by a guy he had feeling for. When you get hurt like that, you tighten your heart 
into a knot so you don't have to hurt. As he's matured into his 30s, he's kept 
that viewpoint. It's kept him emotionally safe from pain, and partly that causes 
him to be so closed off from the man he loves and the possibility of their very 
own home." 

Acosta plays Timothy, and as you will glean from his succinct comment, the 
way his character is abused by Hawkins is despicable. Moreover, when you 
see the opera you'll likely be even more enraged as the story unfolds. Acosta 
shares, "Timothy Laughlin is a twenty-year-old Irish Catholic man who is living 
in D.C. in the 1950s. He is an intern for a local newspaper but dreams of work- 
ing on the Hill like everyone else. Tim has a huge heart and is deeply passion- 
ate—almost to a fault. He is profoundly religious and feels a strong connection 
to God. Tim is kind, and a bit naive." 

'This sets the stage for Timothy's first love affair with a man and how it 
becomes a cruel eye-opener. Fellow Travelers demonstrates how the political 
climate can affect how we behave toward those we hold closest to our hearts. It 
examines individual beliefs and fears, as well as society's. 


Fellow Travelers. Photo by Philip Groshong 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 64 
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SPOTLIGHT 


French Twist. Photo by V. Paul Virtuccio 


FRENCH TWIST 
June 22-July 15 
The Andy Boss Stage at Park Square Theatre, 408 St. Peter St., St. Paul 
651-291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Iconic choreographer Joe Chvala and his celebrated Flying Foot Fo- 
rum will revive a vibrantly outlandish work they performed at the Guth- 
rie's Dowling Studio ten years ago. This time, French Twist will perform 
at Park Square. Chvala originated the percussive work a decade ago. 
Aside from creating and choreographing this new incarnation, he will 
also play the Emcee and cabaret owner. 

Chvala describes what we can expect: *French Twist escorts the audi- 
ence to an epic night at a mythic late-19th/early-20th century French 
cabaret, Chez Jojo, where the lines between eras, styles, realities and 
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genders get thrown out the door in favor of something more fluid, flam- 
boyant, joyful and eye-poppingly beautiful to behold. It takes many of the 
most delicious ingredients out of the box where the cabaret clientele feel 
encouraged to be themselves on a very grand scale. There is a strong 
gay aesthetic created by which I have created." 

Chvala describes, "There are moments and characters inspired by 
Toulouse Lautrec, Edith Piaf, Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron, Loie Fuller, Pi- 
casso, the world of French art and cuisine and many other elements. The 
evening ends with a haunting song of love and regret sung by La Bijou, 
played by Brandon Jackson, the star of the club and then an extremely 
raucous сап-сап where everyone in the cast, no matter the gender or 
sexual orientation, spins and screams and leaps through the air dressed 
in corsets, wigs, heels, and сап-сап skirts." E 
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MINNESOTA OPERA PRODUCTION OF 


“FELLOW TRAVELERS” 


BREAKS GROUND IN THE ART FORM 


Fellow Travelers tells the 

story about two gay men during 
the era of McCarthyism in 
Washington. Photo courtesy 

of Minnesota Opera 
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In June, the Minnesota Opera will present 
its production of Fellow Travelers, a story about 
a relationship between two men in the 1950s 
during the McCarthy-era Lavender Scare in 
Washington, D.C. The show examines their 
exploration of intimacy and sexuality, and how 
their own government jobs and other peoples' 
lives were affected during that time period. 

Ryan Taylor, General Director of the Min- 
nesota Opera, described the production as a 
thrilling exploration of the fervor of Cold War- 
era McCarthyism and what it meant for people 
in the GLBT community. 

“I think what's interesting is that, while the 
piece is set in the middle of last century, pre- 
civil rights movement, pre-sexual revolution, 
pre-women's rights... to some extent, we've 
made some progress, and to some extent, 
we're still grappling with the same kinds of is- 
sues," Taylor said. 

“А lot of these issues are personal, profes- 
sional and societal; the tendrils of these con- 
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versations are still permeating the fabric of our 
society, and we will continue to struggle with 
them for the foreseeable future." 

Taylor said he hopes audiences can take 
away not only a better understanding of the his- 
toric perspective of the political circumstances 
that led to the Lavender Scare, but also tie 
them together with more contemporary issues. 

“Т hope it's an opportunity for those who don't 
know much about the Lavender scare or the Mc- 
Carthy era to sort of learn a little bit about the 
complexity of the issues surrounding that time 
period and learn from them so that we do not re- 
peat them going forward, and that people learn 
to identify issues that might affect them before 
they reach such a big scale,” he added. 

Taylor, who previously trained with the 
Minnesota Opera and became the General Di- 
rector in 2016, said the board chair knows the 
author of the original book, Thomas Mallon. 
She showed him a New York Times piece about 
the original production, and that summer, he 
flew to Cincinnati to see the premiere. 

He normally finds himself scrutinizing pro- 
spective productions to gauge how they might 
fit in at the Minnesota Opera, but he found him- 
self totally captivated by it instead. 

“I had none of those thoughts because the 
storytelling was so strong, the music was beau- 
tiful, the story was gripping, and it really just 
transported me for the entire first act. When 
intermission came, I realized I hadn’t had any 
of those thoughts about what we would do dif- 
ferently if we were going to mount this piece, 
or how I would have recast the show,” he said. 

Based on the 2007 Thomas Mallon novel, 
the opera version of Fellow Travelers was writ- 
ten by Gregory Spears, with the libretto by 
Greg Pierce. The Minnesota Opera produc- 
tion will be the second company to stage an 
iteration of the production since its premiere 
two years ago. 

Notable Twin Cities director Peter Roth- 
stein, founder of Theater Latté Da, will take on 
the role of stage director for the production. 
Internationally acclaimed baritone Hadleigh 
Adams will appear in one of the lead roles oppo- 
site first-year resident artist and tenor Andres 
Acosta, who has appeared in several shows 
with the company in the past year. Internation- 
ally recognized conductor Daniela Candillari, 
who recently debuted with the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago for its production of Fellow Travelers, 
will conduct the music for the production. 

Taylor said the performance will be a 
scaled-down production compared to typical 
set spaces, deliberately placing the audience 
closer to the performers than normal. 

“We believe that the piece is well-suited for 
a smaller space, and it provides the audience 


Tenor Andres Acosta is starring in the Minnesota Opera 
production of Fellow Travelers. Photo courtesy of the 
Minnesota Opera 


the Minnesota Opera's production of Fellow Travelers. 
Photo courtesy of Minnesota Opera 


with a greater sense of intimacy with the char- 
acters and the issues that they are struggling 
with onstage,” he explained. 

Taylor said the piece is also a groundbreak- 
ing production in terms of featuring two gay 
characters in prominent starring roles. 

“That’s still a relatively new phenomenon, 
and a direct result of how society has moved in 
general to being more receptive to this kind of 
storytelling. Celebrating that motion is impor- 
tant,” he said. 

“Opera is ultimately the best collaborative art 
form, because we use all kinds of creative people 
to construct our story. I think this is one of the op- 
portunities where it’s so different and so compel- 
ling that it’s thrilling to be in the theater watching 
this piece happen. It’s the start of something new 
within the opera genre,” he added. 


Catch Fellow Travelers June 16-26 at The Cowles 
Center, 528 Hennepin Ave. More details and tickets 
are available at www.mnopera.org. 
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PATRICK S CABARET 
OF MINNEAPOLIS - — 


REFLECTING ON AN ERA 


Patrick's Cabaret has now taken its place as a landmark in the history of both the Twin Cities 
arts community and in the national conversation on performing arts by the marginalized. 
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Artists circling up for | am Woman, curated by Danielle Daniel. 
Photo by Ari Newman 


It began in the main floor gymnasium of St. Stephen's 
School. After that, Patrick Scully's own residence was the 
performance site until May 1989, when the cabaret moved 
to the Phillips neighborhood in what later became the Open 
Eye Figure Theatre. It was during this time that Patrick's 
Cabaret endured its most controversial period, becoming 
part of a heated discussion on publicly funded art that went 
all the way to the U.S. Congress, not to mention the vitriol 
of the Rush Limbaugh radio show. 

Тһе offending performance was HIV-positive gay per- 
former Ron Athey's blood ritual piece, Four Scenes from a 
Harsh Life, which triggered phobias and dreadful misinfor- 
mation. Nonetheless, Patrick's weathered the storm and the 
cabaret's reputation only heightened for those who loved 
what it represented. It was this AIDS-phobia that Patrick's 
Cabaret will perhaps be remembered best for, though many 
other concerns about social marginalization were given 
voice there. This empathy for those voices came out of Scul- 
ly’s recognition of his own marginalized status in the '80s. 
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Patrick's Cabaret founder Patrick Scully, seen here at the Cabaret's former firehouse home on 


Minnehaha Avenue. Photo courtesy of Patrick Scully 
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He recounts, "Patrick's Cabaret began April 26, 1986, six months 
after I found out I was HIV-positive. Looking back, this was no coin- 
cidence. Drastic times required drastic measures. My friends were 
dying. I was 32. The nurse who gave me the HIV test results sought 
to encourage me by saying, ‘It could be three or even five years before 
you have full-blown AIDS.' President Reagan finally said 'AIDS' at a 
press conference in 1985. Не had yet to say ‘condom.’ In 1986, the 
U.S. Supreme Court decided to let the Georgia anti-sodomy law stand 
(Bowers vs. Hardwick). In 1991, the first President Bush launched 
the first Gulf War, Desert Storm. In 1993, President Clinton gave us 
‘Don’t Ask, Don't Tell.’ In 1996, Clinton gave us РОМА, the Defense 
of Marriage Act." 

He continues, *As I sought to make sense of my times, I shaped 
a radical performing venue. As the regular master of ceremonies, I 
regularly bared my soul, and my body, to audiences. In the era that 
coined SILENCE = DEATH, I would not be silenced. I wanted to 
encourage artists to be as free as they could imagine themselves to 
be, so I refused to audition anyone. I ran a gay-identified venue that 
sought to include everyone who might want to be there. A venue that 
thrived in (the Minneapolis) Phillips Neighborhood, and survived 
the city's efforts to close us down. A venue that grew from almost 
nothing, beginning with only passion, talent, and sweat equity, and 
attracted grass roots and institutional support. А venue that grew in a 
symbiotic relationship with my own performing career." 

Another landmark moment was when Elaine Shelly asserted her 
identity from a wheelchair. She referred to herself as a “crippled black 
woman”, a signal of the intersectionalism that now rules. The cabaret, 
ahead of its time, provided the opportunity for thousands of artists to 
perform over the past 32 years. Their imprint is significant. 

Scully left the cabaret in 2001. Sarah Harris was named Artistic 
Director, stewarding the renegade spirit. In 2005, Scully returned 
as Artistic Director. In 2008, Amy Hero Jones took the reins with 
Arturo Miles named Program Director the following year. In 2016, 
Jones stepped down and Scott Artley was named Executive Director. 
In 2016, the cabaret moved from its vintage firehouse venue on Min- 
nehaha Avenue where it had been located since 1999. From that point 
till its sunset last month, May 2018, it was mobile and nomadic. 

Artley shares, "Tve only been with Patrick's Cabaret for four and a 
half years, but these last few years I've seen queer performers boldly 
sparking conversations about all kinds of inequality. Queerness lives 
at the intersections of multiple identities, as queer people come from 
many different cultures, so talk of liberating queerness has to include 
liberating people of color, people with disabilities, immigrants, refu- 
gees, and people living in poverty, among others. At the same time 
we saw same-sex marriage legalized and RuPaul’s Drag Race move to 
ҮНІ, we also saw Black Lives Matter take to the streets and ЯМеТоо 
flood social media. We're seeing the mainstream cultural conscious- 
ness contend with the failures of our society, and the opportunities we 
have to earn back its humanity. Patrick's Cabaret has always been at 
the leading edge of conversations about whose stories are pushed to 
the margins, and in this short time I've seen our stories begin to take 
center stage beyond the boundaries of our organization. We've spent 
three decades embracing the cultural production of artists navigating 
the cross-currents of many marginalized identities as a fundamentally 
queer project, and in just the latter half of this decade, what we've 
been doing always has finally queered its way into the mainstream." 


For an historical timeline of Patrick's Cabaret go to www.patrickscabaret.org 
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Patrick's Cabaret served as a creative and emotional outlet for artists from 
marginalized communities. Photo courtesy of Patrick Scully 
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GAYNESS 
DISABILITY 
EXAMINE 


RESPONSES FROM 
THE INIMITABLE 
RAYMOND LUCZAK 


Raymond Luczak is a local literary legend who has 
also made a huge impact beyond the Upper Midwest. 
As a deaf-mute gay man, he is a genius in probing 
the gay literary tradition as well as stretching into 
unknown frontiers of disability and literature. The 
winner of two Lambda Literary Awards is renowned 
for his terrific anthology compilations. 


However, his own splendid fiction work vibrates to the ephemeral 
spirit of gay icons like Walt Whitman, John Rechy, and Edmund White. 
His latest volume of short stories, The Kinda Fella I Am: Stories, is a 
shimmering reflection of gay identity with piercingly observed perspec- 
tives on disability. Luczak recently responded to some questions about 
himself, his work and the GLBT community. 


John Townsend: What set you on the course to becoming a writer? 

Raymond Luczak: My deafness has caused me to become a writer. 
To understand what I meant by that statement, I need to explain my 
background a little bit. I grew up in a hearing family of nine children. 
My hearing loss wasn’t diagnosed until I was two-and-half years old. I 
was not allowed to learn sign language. Out of my relatives, the one per- 
son who really understood me was my grandmother. To my recollection, 
she and I never talked much, but every Sunday after mass, she made 
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The Kinda Fella 
I Am is Raymond Luczak's 
latest collection of short 
stories. Image courtesy 

of Reclamation Press 


a point of looking into my eyes while pressing a shiny penny onto the 
palm of my hand. She'd somehow understood that I needed complete 
attention whenever we spoke. With kids making a lot of racket, it was 
very easy for anyone to look away distractedly while talking to me, but 
not my grandmother. I was eleven years old when she suddenly died of 
a stroke. No one in my hearing family sat down to explain what death 
truly meant. I was a bit lost. What was going on? Then it was time to 
do my speech homework, which was to try writing two or three limer- 
icks, a five-line poem with a specific rhyme structure; I was given the 
assignment before she died. Somehow, in the aftermath of her death 
that October 1977, something inside me broke open. Here, I'd probably 
thought, I can say something. Did I talk about my grandmother's death? 
No. That happened years later, but in hindsight, I realized I had latched 
onto writing as a way of trying to comprehend the confusing vagaries of 
my hearing family. 
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Raymond Luczak has been hailed for his works touching on both disabilities and gay identity. Photo by Raymond 


Luczak 


JT: What authors have influenced your aes- 
thetic and what is it about them that inspired 
you? 

RL: Га never thought consciously about 
trying to emulate any writer in particular un- 
til I went to college. It was through my litera- 
ture and creative writing courses that I began 
to pay close attention to how poets, novelists, 
and short story writers imparted their craft. 
As a poet, I soon gravitated toward the New 
Formalist poets popular in the late 1980s: 
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Marilyn Hacker, Vikram Seth, Timothy Steele, 
and Philip Dacey and David Jauss’s anthology 
Strong Measures: Contemporary American Po- 
etry in Traditional Forms, which was my poetry 
bible for a long time. (It would be a few years 
before I drifted away from traditional forms.) 
As a fiction writer, I became quite infatuated 
with the minimalist fiction movement, as in the 
remarkable Sudden Fiction anthologies. What 
compelled me about these writers was their ra- 
zor-sharp focus on detail. Their example was all 


about making incredible connections between 
seemingly unrelated details to convey a depth 
of character and emotion. 

JT: What are your thoughts on how the 
GLBT community deals with—or doesn’t deal 
with—disability issues? 

RL: Even though the LGBT community 
seems to be better educated about including 
those who are disabled, as in providing access 
and ASL interpretation at Pride festivals around 
the country, there’s still a stigma attached to 
disability. (Come to think of it, there’s still a 
stigma toward those who are able-bodied and 
yet do not fit in society’s constantly shifting 
standards of physical beauty.) There’s a reason 
why many disabled folks do not always reveal 
their condition upfront when meeting prospec- 
tive dates online. They’re damned if they say 
so upfront in their profile, and they’re damned 
if they don’t. The LGBT community needs to 
stop grading each other on the basis of physical 
ability (and appearances) because in the long 
run it becomes demoralizing for everyone. 
Lookism feels especially brutal to many of us 
because we don’t always feel accepted by our 
own heterosexual families. The LGBT com- 
munity should be a haven for those who have 
been rejected by their own families. We are still 
beautiful no matter what anyone says. 

JT: What qualities do you look for when 
selecting pieces for an anthology of disabled 
queer writers? 

RL: Having edited a small number of an- 
thologies in the past, I knew there were sev- 
eral things I wanted to see in QDA: A Queer 
Disability Anthology. First, the writing had to 
reveal something new that I hadn’t considered 
before in spite of my having been involved with 
the queer disability community one way or an- 
other since 1988. If not that, the piece had to 
illuminate an old truth in a new light. I also in- 
sisted on being inclusive across disabilities and 
sexualities because so many disabled people 
do not always get heard. I wanted this collec- 
tion to be a dialogue of sorts among the writers 
themselves. I was hopeful that I’d come across 
at least a few pieces that would help combat the 
notion of disabled folks as being asexual and/ 
or nonsexual. (I was naturally happy to see 
more than just a few pieces that explored being 
sexual and disabled.) The only thing I didn’t 
want was “inspiration porn” (portraying dis- 
abled people as inspirational because of their 
disability). Beyond that, I was equally open. I’m 
very pleased with how QDA has turned out. 


For information on Raymond Luczak, go to www. 
reclapress.com and www.raymondluczak.com 
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THE GAY CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATION'S 
PRE-EMINENT DINNER THEATER COMPANY 


CHANHASSEN'S 90 YEAR 
LEGACY CELEBRATED 


The musical theater genre is perennially identified with gay artistry. When you see a professional production of a work 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein or Andrew Lloyd Webber you can bet that considerable queer energy has gone into it. 
Some of the looming generators of musical themselves were or are gay: Jerry Herman, Stephen Sondheim, Cole Porter, 
Nicholas Dante, Arthur Laurents, and Marc Shaiman, just to name a few. When you look back on the 50-year history 
of Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, you'll note the talents of all of these musical giants. 


The Producers is one of the many shows produced at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. Photo courtesy of Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 
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The classic musical A Chorus Line, seen here in a rehearsal, is a popular production hosted at CDT. Photo courtesy of the Chanhassen DinnerTheatres Archives 


'The musical genre, also referred to as musical comedy, is generally 
considered to be a fundamentally American art form. Hence, there is an 
inherent need for American society to preserve it. But a classic musical 
ог a first-rate recent musical cannot manifest in a way a great painting in 
an art museum does. Theater is a live phenomenon as opposed to dra- 
matic literature bound in a book and musical notes on a page. In other 
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words, for theater to actually exist in reality, it has to be actual living 
people performing before a live human audience. This means that the 
script, which is referred to as the book for the musical, and the musical 
composition and lyrics, have to be revivified into concrete present reality. 
This is something that CDT has been doing prolifically and enchantingly 
at the highest standard for half a century. 
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Actor John Command, front center, was a stalwart of the early days of Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, seen here in a production of West Side Story in 1969. Photo by Michael Paul 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, in south suburban Chanhassen, has 
a Main Stage that accommodates 628 patrons total with a delicious 
menu. Currently there are two other smaller stages in the facility. On 
Тһе Playhouse Stage, you can catch Stevie Ray's Comedy Cabaret ev- 
ery Friday and Saturday and the Fireside Stage Concert Series is a 
major draw with upcoming performances swinging to the sounds made 
legendary by Sinatra, Streisand, The Beatles, Fleetwood Mac, James 
Brown, Ray Charles, and even Led Zeppelin. The Courtyard/The Club 
space is no longer used for productions but it's a dandy spot for wed- 
ding receptions. 

In the Fireside Theater space, the musical J Do! I Do! ran from 1971 
to 1993 with the same cast, making it the longest running show in Twin 
Cities history. The smaller spaces have also facilitated little musical 
gems like Altar Boyz and Forever Plaid and nonmusical gems such as the 
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gritty Loot by gay renegade Joe Orton and gay playwright Noel Coward's 
sophisticated Private Llves. 

For five decades, CDT has been a steady employer of theater 
artists from the GLBT population. When you refer to a CDT actor 
that carries with it that they not only act, but also sing and dance. 
Musicians are members of the Twin Cities’ Musicians Union, just 
as actors belong to Actors Equity. All production elements are built 
on site. CDT employs almost 300 people and 250,000 guests attend 
annually. 

Rich Hamson was named Lavender Magazine's Theater Artist of 2014 
and is noted as one of the nation’s great costume designers for his bril- 
liant CDT record. He has worked closely with Artistic Director Michael 
Brindisi and chief choreographer Tamara Kangas-Erickson who are also 
co-owners along with Steven L. Peters. 
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Hamson relates, "What I love most about 
working for Chanhassen is, as a designer, 
you are encouraged to take risks and let your 
imagination fly. Michael and Tam are always 
interested in our interpretations of their artis- 
tic visions and value our creative input. That 
is not always the case in other theaters. I feel 
that I am encouraged to grow and challenge 
myself with every show. It keeps me thinking 
creatively." 

Artistic Director Michael Brindisi directed 
CDT's 2008 gay-themed hit The Producers and 
Camelot, named Lavender Best Production, 
and Brindisi Best Director, of 2016. He ac- 
knowledges that "the theater is a place where 
people are free to be who they are. People 
can relax because they are accepted. That's 
why gay people are great actors, musicians, 
designers, directors, writer, painters—it's be- 
cause the arts allow them to BE. Our world 
here is about allowing people to be people." 

Moreover, musical theater is central to gay 
culture, just as gays have always been central 
to music creation. This is certainly true in the 
West, going back to the majestic church mu- 
sic dating back centuries ago. This current 
runs through the great river of GLBT energy 
that has always streamed through Chanhas- 
sen. This doesn't mean that every musical is 
filled with GLBT content, but what lies in the 
ether is just as significant. 

However, sometimes such content does 
fill a work, such as the production of A Cho- 
rus Line, a landmark in gay portrayals in the 
musical genre. The Pulitzer Prize-winner was 
staged on the Chanhassen Main Stage eleven 
years after its Off Broadway premiere. 1986 
was the height of the AIDS Crisis and the 
Chanhassen audience was, and still is, often 
wrongly stereotyped as ultra-conservative. 
Indeed, the theaters in the CDT facility draw 
great numbers from the entire five-state region 
and the assumption is that this demographic 
disrespects gays. That's a blanket generaliza- 
tion that also points more truthfully to Middle 
America's love for musicals. And people by 
and large understand that gays are and have 
been central to that. I always think of cowboy 
and business men types of my childhood and 
since who loved and love Oklahoma! and Guys 
and Dolls. And they were/are straight guys. 

Actor Thomas Schumacher, who appears 
in the current acclaimed CDT staging of 
Disney's Newsies, also appeared in CDT's ac- 
claimed A Chorus Line during the Reagan '80s 
at the height of the AIDS crisis when shows, 
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2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. Image courtesy of Chanhassen Dinner 


Theatres 


new or revived, dealing with gay themes tend- 
ed to be stored in the closet. But CDT, despite 
its place as the region's most mainstream of 
professional theaters, wasn't intimidated. 

Schumacher recalls, "The 1986 produc- 
tion was directed and choreographed by Trish 
Garland, the woman who created the role 
of Judy Turner in the original production in 
NYC. She recreated the original staging and 
dances and it was so exciting to be part of a 
show. A Chorus Line does contain strong lan- 
guage, openly confronts issues of sexuality, 
and portrays several gay characters, all of 
which made it a bold choice for CDT in 1986. 
Probably the most memorable gay character 
is Paul, who has along monologue in which he 
tells us of his life, his struggles and his family. 
In our production, the role was first played by 
Stephen Crenshaw." 

Schumacher further reflects, "Sadly, the 
AIDS health crisis was never far from any- 
one's thoughts and it hovered like a black 
cloud over the entire theatrical community." 

Regarding change and continuity over the 
years at CDT, he says he is happy for his years 
of experience in Chanhassen. Schumacher is 
currently appearing in CDT's marvelous stag- 
ing of Disney's Newsies, directed by Brindisi. 
He adds that he has "seen the theater weather 
bad times and boon times, surviving in a busi- 
ness where we all learn to struggle and scrape 
together careers because there is nothing else 
we would rather do or love as much." 

This Chan veteran is also clearly the go-to 
man on company history: “СОТ was founded 
by the Bloomberg family and is now run by 
a group of people who still truly are a family: 
savvy dedicated artists, business people and 
theater-lovers, unafraid to confront and make 
the difficult decisions and reveling in the tri- 
umphs. I recall the words of one of the own- 


ers who addressed the company on a first day 
of rehearsal for a new show. He had come on 
board when CDT was changing hands and 
he spoke of CDT as a treasure, a place which 
needed to be preserved. I couldn't agree 
more. In my eyes the future for the theater 
has never looked brighter as it celebrates its 
50-year anniversary and sits poised to joyfully 
march toward 100." 

Actor Andre Shoals is a relative newcom- 
er to the CDT tradition. He has certainly felt 
the love there: “Ав a performer/artist it's 
important to work with people you can trust. 
This is also true for the places we work. Feel- 
ing safe in a working environment when it 
comes to creating work is essential. As actors 
we often find ourselves in vulnerable situa- 
tions, whether it's trying out a new character, 
learning choreography, or singing new mate- 
rial. That safe space we operate within is cre- 
ated by the director usually. Having worked 
with CDT over the last five years has been a 
wonderful experience. Not just because Mi- 
chael Brindisi and Tamara Kangas-Erickson 
provide such a safe and nurturing environ- 
ment for us to explore, expand, and grow as 
artists; they ve managed to run a business 
which fosters an inclusive vibe as well as a 
sense of community (family). А few years ago 
my father passed away from brain cancer. 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres showed up and 
out for me. Everyone from my fellow actors, 
to the office staff, box office, and kitchen 
staff took up a donation to help off set the 
cost of laying my father to rest. It's that sense 
of family and caring that has helped many of 
us through the years and I am truly grateful 
for that." ш 


For information about Disney's Newsies, Stevie 
Ray's Comedy Cabaret, The Concert Series & 50th 
Anniversary events, visit www.ChanhassenDT.com. 
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IT'S СОМ 
BE MAE 


Mae Simpson ts entering the Twin 
Cities music scene with a bang. 


CLUBS & MUSIC 
е By Kassidy Tarala * 


Lesbian musician Mae Simpson is the frontwoman for her own Twin Cities-based band. Photo by Reid Bauman 


The Twin Cities are known for their music. From its plethora of con- 
certs to music festivals and everything in between, if you’re a lover of vir- 
tually any kind of music, the Twin Cities is the place for you. A newcomer 
to the Twin Cities music scene is Mae Simpson. Simpson headlines her 
own band and incorporates a variety of elements into her music, includ- 
ing soul, blues, folk, and rap. As a lesbian, Simpson is doing the GLBT 
community proud by using her voice to create great music and unite a 
community of unique people. 

Originally from Beaufort, South Carolina, Simpson somehow made 
her way to the Bold North after beginning her music career in Omaha, 
Nebraska with a lesbian hip hop duo, Talent and Lyrikal. As “Talent,” 
Simpson and her musical partner Lyrikal took their hip hop, R&B tunes 


The Mae Simpson Band incorporates soul, blues and funk into its musical output. 
Photo by Sara Jean Parkman 
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to St. Paul before Simpson started her own band, which she headlines 
today. 

Simpson says she is inspired by musical masterminds like Janis Jo- 
plin, Brandi Charlie, Kings of Leon, and Alabama Shakes, which is no 
wonder why her music is such a vibrant blend of music styles and genres. 

Despite our chilly winters (and sometimes autumns, springs, and 
summers), Simpson says music is what brought her to the Twin Cities. 
“I followed my best friend here on a whim and started pursuing music,” 
she says. 

As she continues this pursuit, Simpson says her presence in the Twin 
Cities has allowed her to develop her style and better understand who 
she is as a musician. 

“Mae Simpson Music is all about soul, blues, and funk. It’s in-your- 
face energy with a touch of softness. My idea with the band was and is to 
bring back some female power in the Twin Cities music scene,” Simpson 
says. “I have found a wonderful set of musicians that believes in what 
we are creating. There is something about being on stage commanding 
a crowd full of strangers. This band is special, an intimate view of what 
someone’s dream is.” 

Though Simpson identifies within the GLBT community, Simpson 
says she takes comfort in the community in the Twin Cities because 
when she performs, she is respected and enjoyed for her talent, not be- 
cause she is a lesbian musician. 

“І can honestly say here in Minneapolis, no matter what venue we've 
played in, I have always felt like a lead singer, not a lesbian lead singer. 
When you're confident and comfortable with who you are as a person, it 
shines through in everything you do. I truly feel my fans and the people 
who hear our music see me for who I am, what this band is, and fully 
embrace everything we have to offer. Of course, this being said, I make 
no attempt to shadow who I am,” she says. 
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On the Corner of University Avenue and Vandalia 
2162 University Avenue - St. Paul, MN 


651-646-5551 


Traditional lrish Session Music 
Fridays from 6pm to 9pm (пеуег/а cover) 


Free Céili Dance Lessons 
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Mae Simpson, a native of South Carolina, began a music career in Omaha before 
settling in Minnesota. Photo courtesy of Mae Simpson 


Asawomanin the GLBT community, Simpson is able to take her shared 
experiences with others in the community and honor those through her 
songs and performances, but she does not feel the need to use any sort 


LUNDS&BYERLYS 


"Minneapolis is a wonderful place to feel 
like you can be who you are and get your 
music and your message across to an 
abundance of different individuals in 
а positive way." 


of label or identity to be proud of the work she has done. Simpson is a 
lesbian, yes, but first, she likes to be recognized as a musician. 

"Being a part of the LGBTQ community, it's important to me to be 
treated as an artist while in the music scene. Minneapolis is a wonderful 
place to feel like you can be who you are and get your music and your 
message across to an abundance of different individuals in a positive 
way," Simpson says. 

As Simpson continues to pave her way through the music industry 
and leave her mark on the renowned Twin Cities music scene, she is car- 
rying this sentiment with her and inspiring other women to lead the way, 
too. Since an early age, Simpson has been dreaming of the spotlight, and 
now she's shining brightly underneath it. 


For more information about Mae Simpson Music, her background, or upcoming 
tour dates, visit her website at www.maesimpsonmusic.com. 


PLAY BAIT! 


It’s softball season, and Lavender is proud 
to sponsor the following Twin Cities 
Goodtime Softball League teams. 


Downtown Minneapolis е 1201 Hennepin Ave. е 612.379.5040 
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THE VERY BEST 


GAY-OWNED AND -OPERATED RESTAURANTS 


IN THE METRO AREA 


During our annual toast to all this 
Pride, we wanted to take a moment 

to give a shout-out to some of the chefs 
and restaurant owners who are part of 
the community. 


A great restaurant enhances a neighborhood 
and strengthens a community. With warm hospi- 
tality and delicious food, the very best eateries 
are the ones that people turn to when seeking 
solace in tough times or celebrating triumphs. 
Whether snuggling in on a perfect date night, 
gathering with friends or indulging in a perfect 
solo meal, these are the restaurants you'll find 
yourself returning to time and again. Plus, all are 
either owned or lead by a chef who is a part of the 
GLBT community. 


JOAN'S IN THE PARK 

Тыз beautiful neighborhood hot spot High- 
land Park with the enviable patio is owned by 
couple Susan Dunlop and Joan Schmitt. Dun- 
lop is the chef and creates astoundingly elegant 
meals that are pretty much all prepared in a pizza 
oven. The two met while working at Morton's 
Steakhouse together. Schmitt's flawless hospi- 
tality sets the tone for an intimate dining expe- 
rience. Reservations are recommended—Satur- 
day dinner seats are in high demand. 


631 Snelling Ave. S 
St. Paul 

(651) 690-3297 
www.joansinthepark.com joan's in the Park. Photo courtesy of joan's in the Park 


ж 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 92 ж» 


901 LAVENDER | JUNE 7JUNE 20, 2018 


MORE 
SUGIAL: 


ШЕ 
MEDIA: 


PUNCH жы th 


“~ SOCIAL = of 
169 Park Plaza Boulevard, St ouis Park 70 
(763) 400-3865 Ў punchbowlsocial.com 2 "| 


Ж 
“<<. 


Hot Indian Foods. Photo courtesy of Hot Indian Foods 


HOT INDIAN 

Another food truck turned restaurant, Hot 
Indian has quickly spread for joyful curbside 
dining experience to a fast-casual restaurant 
that's popping up in several spots all over the 
metro. Try the zesty Indian menu overseen by 
executive chef Janine Holig. Find them at the 
truck, in Midtown Global Market, a new spot 
in the downtown skyway, and a soon-to-open 
stand at the Mall of America. 


Midtown Global Market 
920 E Lake St. 
Minneapolis 
www.hotindianfoods.com 
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PINKU 


I could dine on gyoza and dumplings for 
days—especially if they're the ones at PinkU, 
created by chef/co-owner John Sugimura. 
That’s just one of the endlessly munchable 
dishes from this casual little shop in Northeast. 
Тһе goal of this restaurant is to take Japanese 
food from the top shelf and make it more ap- 
proachable and affordable for everybody. Sug- 
imura draws on inspiration from dishes his 
grandmother used to make. The result is the 
kind of spot that is easy-eating street food that 
appeals to everyone. 


20 University Ave. 
Minneapolis 

(612) 584-3167 
www.pinkujapanese.com 


CHEF SHACK 


Can anyone even remember what Minne- 
apolis was like before the food truck revolu- 
tion? At the very beginning, there was Chef 
Shack. The original red truck and now the two 
restaurants—in Seward and Bay City, Wiscon- 
sin—are all the work of chefs Carrie Summer 
and Lisa Carlson. These powerful women met 
working at another restaurant and have built a 
mini-empire by blending comforting foods with 
a little dash and dazzle of big flavors. Whether 
savoring a pizza in the stunning backyard at 
Bay City, digging into other-worldly brisket 
at Chef Shack Ranch or snarfing those divine 
mini-donuts from the truck, eating Chef Shack 
always brings the yums. 


3025 E Franklin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

(612) 354-2575 

6379 Main St. 

Bay City, WI 

[715] 594-3060 
www.chefshackranch.com 
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ST. CROIX 
CHOCOLATE CO. 

Robyn Dochterman and 
Deidre Pope have been to- 
gether for 31 years, and for 
the last several years have 
run this charming spot in 
Marine on St. Croix. The 
chocolates found here are 
stunning works of delicious, 
delicious art, but they also 
turn into a restaurant Fri- 
days, Saturdays and Sun- 
days serving wood-fired piz- 
zas. There's also wine, beer 
and a beautiful deck. 


11 Judd St. 

Marine on St. Croix 
(651) 433-1400 
www.stcroixchocolateco.com St. Croix Chocolate Co. Photo by Jennifer Simonson 


COURTYARD* 
AMarrioft 


Minneapolis Downtown 


Lipect the Unexpected 


“А 


Ж 


Dedicated to providing attentive & personalized 
service just as distinctive as your celebration. 


sales@courtyardminneapolis.com 


612.638.4670 
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WISE ACRE 
EATERY 

This South Minneapo- 
lis restaurant is owned by 
the same folks who also 
operate Tangletown Gar- 
dens next door. That ex- 
plains the lush greenery of 
this rustic breakfast, lunch 
and dinner spot. Scott En- 
dres and Dean Engelmann 
also own a farm, so farm- 
to-table is more than just 
a catchphrase, but a real 
dedication to responsibly 
raised fresh vegetables 
and meats. Always order 
a seasonal salad and try 
to sneak in a side of the 
famous bacon. 


5401 Nicollet Ave. S 
Minneapolis 

(612) 354-2577 
WWW.Wiseacreeatery.com 
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Plan with Pride 


Helping to plan, protect and 
enjoy wherever life takes you. 


We understand your unique financial needs 
as amember of the LGBTQ community. The 
Voya® family of companies is committed 

to providing effective planning tools and 
strategies so that everyone can build a solid 
foundation for retirement. 


At Voya, we celebrate you. 


We celebrate Pride. 


For more information, contact your 
financial professional or find a Voya 
professional at go.voya.com/FindAPro. 


Products and services offered through the 
а ВЕЅТ Voya' family of companies 
МЕН! | PLACES TO WORK 22018 Voya Services Company. 
2018 | for LGBTO Equality All rights reserved. CN0508-42092-0620 


100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 172364-05/15/2018 


MON-SAT 9AM-10PM SUN ТАМ-6РМ 


1922 HENNEPIN AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 
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PRIDE IN 


PRIN г TRAVEL & RECREATION 


|, quu 


Imagine celebrating Pride in paradise: the warm ocean breeze rustles through palm trees as a 
cheerful attendant asks if you'd like another pina colada. Meanwhile, a poolside DJ keeps the 
party going with the latest beats. It's the Caribbean sun with Vegas and South Beach vibes. 
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WAYS TO 
¥ EXPERIENCE 


FARM-SIZED FUN (WITH OXEN) VISIT THE 1968 EXHIBIT 
See, touch, and do more than ever with From the darkest hours to 
cool new experiences at the Oliver the incredible highs, the 
Kelley Farm in Elk River. year 1968 comes alive in this 
mind-blowing exhibit. Now on 
view at the Minnesota History 
Center, St. Paul. 


HIT THE ROAD 

Visit Minnesota history at any of our 
26 Minnesota historic sites and museums. EXPLORE NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY 
MNHS members get the best. deal! Discover stories of the Ojibwe at Mille Lacs Indian 
Museum and Trading Post in Onamia. See sacred 
rock carvings made by Native American ancestors 
at Jeffers Petroglyphs, Comfrey. 


Rock 
Lighthouse 
North of Two Harbors. 


КЕТШІ ^ 
КЕНІШІ 


GO ОМ URBAN ADVENTURES 

Begin your adventure at Mill City Museum 

on the Minneapolis riverfront, then head to 
James J. Hill House on historic Summit Avenue 
in St. Paul (F. Scott Fitzgerald's backyard). 
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TRAVEL & RECREATION 


A vacation in Punta 1 Cana. ~~ 
guarantees a litany of go gorgeous = 
views and sweet island breezes. 


NS 


Come September, the Dominican Republic and CHIC Punta Cana 
host the second annual Caribbean Pride. Pour yourself a drink from the 
wall dispenser in your room and get ready to celebrate Pride like only 
the Caribbean can. 

Scheduling transportation to and from the airport with Royaltan- 
owned Nexus Tours means you can relax from the moment you land in 
Punta Cana and not worry about a thing. Upon arrival, you'll be greeted 
with a drink and a smiling face. With about 300 rooms and roughly 60 
workers at the resort, you'll notice seeing some of the same smiling staff 
throughout your stay, giving the resort an intimate and welcoming feel. 
Рго-йр: book a Diamond Club room with a swim-up pool just outside 
your balcony for a premium stay. 

Featuring an oasis of a main pool where most of the festivities will be 
hosted (including foam parties), guests have the gorgeous view of the 
ocean to one side or a mosaic-glass walled mermaid pool on the other. If 
you take a peek at the right moment, you might find a mermaid passing 
by. 

And please, for the love of vacations, don't miss an opportunity to visit 
the Royal Spa (note: all-inclusive does not cover spa services). There's 
nothing quite as relaxing as a thermal energy massage with some amaz- 
ing hands and hot stones to work out all the knots. The desk attendant 
at Royal Spa suggested guests show up an hour before any treatment to 
enjoy the hydro therapy room, and trust me, it's worth it. Гуе never been 
so relaxed. After your massage, take a step into the steam room, go back 
to your room to hop in the oversized whirlpool tub and take a nap before 
dinner—it's the perfect day! 

Тһе options for food and nightlife give guests variety and makes 
sure everyone in your party finds something to satiate their appetite. 
The Texas-like steakhouse simply named Hunter is a crowd-pleaser. If 
red meat isn’t your thing, I highly suggest the citrus marinade chicken 
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Pride in the Dominican Republic means that there's no skimping on dancing, great 
music, and nonstop partying. 


breast (it comes topped with parmesan and bacon to give your taste buds 
a treat). For those seeking a more Italian affair, Vespa has all the pasta 
you could dream of, including a lasagna al forno baked in a wood oven 
that will make your mouth scream for more. 

Tagine, a Middle Eastern a la carte dining experience is a must, and 
there’s seemingly countless other culinary adventures to delight even 
the most discriminating palettes. CHIC pulls out all the stops from break- 
fast (here’s looking at you, Insomnia coffee bar) and poolside grills, 
straight through late-night munchies. 
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sample summer 


pride outside! 
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lunch, dinner, cocktails daily + sat & sun brunch 
northeast тріѕ + оп the river 
2124 marshall st + 612-789-0333 
www.The-Sample-Room.com 


j 5 
Restaurant, Bar & Bowling Center 


729 MARSHALL ST. NE | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 
612-378-9701 WWW.ELSIES.COM 


New bookings in the months 
of June, July or August for 
Elsie's banquet rooms only. 


Minimum purchase of $1,000 required 
to receive discount. 
No additional charge for room rental. 
Limit one coupon per event. 
May not be combine with any other 
discounts or offers. 
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4820 | CHICAGO АУЕ, MPLS 


ELBURRITOMINNEAPOLIS.COM 
4820 Chicago Ave Minneapolis, MN 55407 
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From sun up to sun down, Caribbean Pride offers resort goers their 
choice of how to spend a day in the sun: various pool parties, exciting ex- 
cursions, festive activities, international DJs, and renowned drag queens. 
And when the resort is adults-only and all-inclusive, the fun never stops. 
Put simply: sip, swim, relax, repeat. 

For something out of the ordinary, try their invigorating oxygen bar, 
Detox. Aptly named, guests breathe in pure oxygen, helping you bounce 
back from physical exertion, provide relief from stress, increase your 
concentration, and ease headaches (and hangovers—wink, wink). 

With activities to fill your schedule like yoga on the beach, mixology 
and cooking classes, and a newly redesigned casino, there's never a dull 
moment. Take an adventure away from the resort with a curated list of 
exclusive excursions solely for Caribbean Pride guests. From snorkel- 
ing and exploring natural rock pools teeming with marine life that you 
have to see to believe, to sliding down a 700-meter zip line, there's no 
shortage of experiences for guests looking for a little more action. 

If adults-only and all-inclusive weren't enough reason to book your 
trip (you heard me—no kids and free alcohol!), know that you'll be sur- 
rounded by a couple hundred other GLBT folk having the time of their 
lives. Different body types, races, sexualities—the entire atmosphere at 
CHIC Punta Cana is open and accommodating to all. 

Photos and words could never do CHIC justice. You have to be there 
to truly experience it: one stunning resort, seven days, over 50 Pride 
events, and fabulous people ready to party. 


CHIC Punta Cana and the Dominican Republic will be hosting its second annual 
Caribbean Pride celebration in September. 


Caribbean Pride 
Sept. 15-22, 2018 
For more information, visit www.caribbeanpride.com. 
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Evovjtling Cooked to Ordon! 


• Genuine Italian & American Food 


* One of the last authentic 
50's Drive-Ins 


* Home of the Italiano 
• Famous for homemade spaghetti 


& meatballs and hand-dipped 
chicken dinners 


Due in or Toke Quid 


Serving fresh ingredients 
for over 67 years! 


Featured on the 
Food Network! 


1440 East Minnehaha e • St. Paul's East Side • 651-776-3470 
f Like us on Facebook to learn about great deals! 


JOIN US FOR YOUR 

ч "Y 
PRE-PRIDE 
PICK ME UP! 


OPEN EVERYDAY 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


BREAKFAST ALL DAY! 
Eggy's validates parking at the LPM Building Ramp, 
ask your server for details (for diners only) 


120 14TH ST. W • MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 • (763) 310-3449 
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MAYDAY PARADE 
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BIRTHPLACE OF MINNESOTA 


TERT ERU вт 


America's Most Picturesque Towns 
5 = USA Today Travel 
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2401 University Avenue B 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
MidModMen.com 

612.234.1201 
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See what's new at: 
DiscoverStillwater.com 
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` S”LGBTQ Friendly 
An Advocate for the А of 5иіпдбғоск;апа 


GLBT Community а Карыма ао 
Since 1999... See You At Pride! f 


651-483-5246 


6020 HODGSON ROAD, LINO LAKES 
WWW.BOBSAUTORANCH.COM 
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! QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMING 


If yourre not happy, 


were not finished. 
WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE : — m _ — — 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 „ла : So Mp COUNTRY VILLAGE CENTER 


11309 HIGHWAY SEVEN 
MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA 


" www.frameworthymn.com 
| / п " 
Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. à i! қ . 42 


BreezyPointResort.com 
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MINNEAPOLIS 15 


AHEAD IN THE POLES 


Walking into my first pole dancing exercise class was slightly overwhelming. The class before mine (Pole 5) 
was just wrapping up, so ten graceful bodies were elegantly spinning and contorting six feet off the ground 
when I walked into the room. I immediately noticed that the shorts I had worn (I was instructed to wear 
"booty shorts and a comfortable tank top”) were a solid inch longer than everyone else's and much less 
spandex-y. I panned the room, pulled my shorts up as high as I could, and tried not to be intimidated by the 


Feeling slightly inadequate, I sat down in 
the circle my instructor, Jean Luc Dicard, initi- 
ated. They welcomed all of us and had each 
class member introduce themselves by name, 
pronoun, and pole dancing experience. Two 
of us were new to pole dancing and we were 
greeted with a tiny burst of cheers when we 
confessed our inexperience. 

Friendly classmates aside, pole dancing 
is aggressively accessible. It is highly GLBT- 
friendly and all genders, experience levels, 
and body types are welcome. There were two 
men, four non-binary people, and five women 
at the class I attended, which is reasonably 
reflective of who pole dances. Cis women his- 
torically make up the bulk of pole dancers, but 
GLBT people and men are catching on and 
also joining in the fun. 

Our class began with a little cardio and 
a little stretching. Once our bodies were 
warmed up, our instructor started us out with 
pole walking. We were encourage to play with 
the length of our stride, the direction of our 
gazes, and the way we moved our free hand. I 
saw flickers of the same confidence I felt in the 
other newbie. We looked good. 

Once we were feeling confident, Dicard im- 
mediately brought us back down to earth with 
a couple basic spins. Neither of us newbies 
performed either spin particularly well before 
the class ended, but each new leap and spin 
felt a little better than the last. 
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rippling muscles of everyone in Pole 5. 


Raven Stitches performs at Dollhouse's Dolls on Parade show. Photo by Twin Cities Media 
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We support the many faces of 
our community's familes. Let us 
be your trusted framing resource 


for those loved family portraits. 


Bring this ad in from now until August Ist 


and receive 2076 off your next framing project. 


CPENINGNIGHT 
FRAMING SERVICES & GALLERY 


2836 Lyndale Ave. South * Minneapolis 55408 
T: 612-872-2325 


www.onframe-art.com 


- 2874 


CONSTRUCTION 
www.Bjorkconstruction.net 


The skills, tools, experience and 
know-how to completely overhaul the 
interior and exterior of your home, so 

that it can be all you want it to be. 


612-242-2017 
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MINNESOTA 
MONITORING 


* HOME MONITORING 
* DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING 
* INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES 


Live support whenever you need it. 
Since 1999 


MINNESOTA MONITORING NOW OFFERS, 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, 
AS A PART OF OUR FULL MENU OF SERVICES. 


Minnesota Monitoring Inc. 
2901 Louisiana Ave N WWW-mnmonitoring.com 


Minneapolis, MN 55427 763-253-5401 


Contact: Licensed Private Detective Dottie Conroy 


fora 15% discount ! 


HAPPY PRIDE 


FROM 


FEMORT.COM 


FIRST EQUITY 


ТЕП NMLS #299829 


Bloomington Roseville 
763-251-8002 763-251-8006 

2626 E 82! St 1935 County Road B2 W 
Ste 260 Suite 265 

Bloomington 55425 Roseville 55113 
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DuLutu Sauna 
». 


$17.50 Regular Hours of Operation: 
Sunday-Friday: Noon-10pm 
$20.00 = Saturday: Мооп-10рт 
$32.00 Saturday Sleepover - Saturday Overnight: Noon-Sunday 9am 
Sat. Noon-Sunday 9am 
$22 00 Late Night Saturday - Just 2 Hrs. From Twin Cities 


Sat. 10pm- Sunday 9am CC. 


18N. 1st Ave. E. Downtown Duluth « (218) 726-1388 


Www.DuLutHSauna.com 
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Sheraton 


DULUTH HOTEL 


Loeal Flavor 


Sample fresh fare and handcrafted.cocktails at Restaurant 
301. Introducing Executive Chef Kevin llenda, who has 
created a fresh new menu exploding with flavor. 


Find out more at restaurant301.com 


©2018 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Spg. 
Preferred Guest, SPG, Sheraton and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. For full uem 
terms and conditions, visit sheratonduluth.com 
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A landmark since 1983. 


1217 Tower Ave 
Superior, WI 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 


A cast picture of the Expertease Student Showcase. 
Photo by Upper Boundary Photography 


Students from Expertease show off their skills at a Student Showcase performance 
at Minnsky Theatre. Photo by Upper Boundary Photography 


Expertease is serious about inclusivity. Owner Jac Fatale emphasized 
that pole dancing is for everyone. Blind and deaf students have attended 
Expertease in the past and most of the building (with the exception of 
one room) is ADA accessible. They have also incorporated a Quiet Cor- 
ner in the back where people can cuddle up on couches if they need a 
mental break. 

Myss Angie, a local instructor and the founder of Pole and Perform- 
ing Art, emphasized that her “whole Ше revolves around creating an 
inclusive atmosphere and community for us all to learn and grow with 
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Dollhouse owner Chloe Kayne. Photo by Art of MX 


one another." This is apparent in the breadth of the events that she orga- 
nizes. Pole and Performing Arts is behind competitions, showcases, and 
even corporate events that foster skills like team building and creativity. 

People start pole dancing for different reasons, but the motivation 
to continue is pretty consistent. Pole dancing is an amazing workout 
(please note aforementioned rippling muscles), but it also offers dancers 
something a little more intrinsic: a sense of self-worth that is frequently 
described as a life saver. Survivors of sexual violence, recovering ad- 
dicts, and people who struggle with body positivity all mentioned that 
pole dancing offered them a sense of control over their bodies that was 
celebratory and empowering. Being able to feel sexy while working out, 
having performances to look forward to, and being part of a group pur- 
suing the same goal, are all powerful motivators. 
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Isaac Heiss 


Gallery Collection 


Modern Classic Jewelry 


DESIGNER DIAMOND JEWELRY, STARTING AT $990.00 


SCHEHERAZADE 
JEWELERS 


GALLERIA ¢ 69TH & FRANCE ¢ EDINA 
sjewelers.com + 952.926.2455 


We Invite You to Visit our New Store Next to FILSON in GALLERIA 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


After the class, multiple people asked what 
we thought of pole dancing and when we would 
be back. Both of us felt like we had barely ac- 
complished anything and yet we agreed that 
we would be back. Why would we not be? The 
class was friendly and supportive, the commu- 
nity is organically diverse, and even though I 
felt pretty pathetic for a lot of the class (Fatale 
would make me do five Чоуе push-ups" for ad- 
mitting that), my arms are burning today and I 
want to get as strong everyone in Pole 5. Did I 
mention that their muscles rippled? I just need 
to get some shorter shorts first. 

When you decide that you want to try pole 
dancing, the Twin Cities are your oyster. Ex- 
pertease (1620 Central Ave. NE #152, Thorp 
Building, Minneapolis, MN 55413) and Doll- 
house (1517 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, 
MN 55413) both offer classes and are in the 
same neighborhood! You can also catch some 
performances or check out an event! www. 
poleandperformingart.com is a good place to 
start and the Minnsky Theater (in the same 
building as Dollhouse) frequently showcases 
Expertease students. Ш 


Dollhouse owner Chloe Kayne said, "What I love most about pole dance is the shoes—the taller the heels, the 
better." Photo by Jamielee June Photography 


Ф» PILATES 


=X AND FITNESS 


NOT YOUR TYPICAL 


PILATES 
ROUTINE 


Minnesota Jewelry Designer George Sawyer 


Retirement SALE 


All inventory is on sale at up to 
60% OFF the original price 

Sale runs through June S m | Sign up today for your 
Open Weekdays | lam-5pm 59 FREE WEEK 


Casket Arts "First Thursday" June 7th | lam-9pm 


Sale location - Casket Arts Building i i i 
681 17th Avenue North East studio #125 — РШ 2... 408 
Minneapolis Minnesota 55413 E ڪڪ‎ ( ) » . : 
612-375-1799 georgesawyer.com = == www.imxpilates.com/branches/Minneapolis 
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CHERRY 


Custom Tailored Experience. 
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BICYCLE SALES. SERVICE. FITTING. 


Like us 


facebook.com/LavenderMagazine 
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chlss.org 


Foster Care & Adoption 


FAMILY 


DNA NOT REQUIRED 


DIVORCE WILLS BANKRUPTCY 


PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 


Call for a FREE consultation with 
an experienced bankruptcy attorney 


MOSHIER 031-645-1211 


—— LAW OFFICE, PLLC —  www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 
Weare a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


BEING YOUR KD's HERO 


JUST GOT EASIER... 


| С (S) М | THE KIDS’ first time fishing, paddling, 
e 


shooting a bou and arrow. Now, that's a 
summer. | Can! programs help your family 
have a blockbuster summer — all at a 
beginner's level. 


PROGRRMS INCLUDE 


% Hands-on instruction 
from an experienced 


and fun сгеш. Get started at тпапг.доуЛСап 
V Use of gear. or call 888- MINNDNR 
UJallet-friendly 
adventure. 
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2018 


SETTING THE 
GOALPOSTS 
FOR DIVERSITY 


As the mainstream acceptance of LGBTQ people grows 
in the realms of business, entertainment, and politics, one 
area in particular still faces roadblocks in the acceptance 
of the rainbow community: sports. 


It’s only been in recent years that gay athletes have chosen to openly 
compete in their respective sports, such as Olympic skier Gus Kenwor- 
thy and UFC fighter Jessica Aguilar, bringing heightened visibility to the 
presence of queer people in athletics. Of course, sports—be they at the 
high school, college or professional levels—have dealt with an unfor- 
tunate culture of locker room homophobia and resistance toward gay 
people over the years. 

On June 21, the Minnesota Vikings hope to curb that culture and 
bring about a systemic change to sports with a first-of-its-kind summit 
for LGBTQ inclusion. 

The day-long summit, set to be hosted at the Vikings headquarters 
of TCO Performance Center in Eagan, will assemble a cadre of rain- 
bow thought-leaders, coaches, athletes, executives and more to discuss 
how to better raise awareness and inclusionary practices for gay ath- 
letes. Panels will cover topics such as the role queer athletes can play in 
creating an accepting environment, how coaches can make the locker 
room and field an inclusionary place for all players and employees, the 
power that visibility grants the queer community in sports, and series of 
speeches by high-profile LGBTQ athletes and allies about the work that 
needs to be done to make sports a better place for gay athletes. 

As of this writing, the lineup of speakers for the summit include 
LGBT SportSafe co-founder Nevin Caple; NFL chief human resources 
officer Robert Gulliver; Vanderbilt University head women’s basketball 
coach Stephanie White; former Vikings player and current gay activist 
Esera Tuaolo; Chris Mosier, the first known transgender person to play 
for a U.S. national team; Olympic gold medalist and professional diving 
icon Greg Louganis; and former Vikings punter and gay rights activist 
Chris Kluwe. 

It was Kluwe’s eight seasons with the Vikings and eventual 2013 re- 
lease from the Vikings that started the road to the summit. Kluwe, who 
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SPORTS 
e By Chris Tarbox ¢ 


Olympic diving legend and LGBTQ activist Greg Louganis will be present at the 
Vikings' LGBTQ summit on June 21. Photo courtesy of BigStock/KathClick 


was famously outspoken over his support for same-sex marriage during 
the 2012 election season, alleged that he was released by the Vikings due 
to that very outspokenness. 

Kluwe also alleged that special teams coach Mike Priefer fostered a 
culture of homophobia in the locker room. After filing suit against the 
Vikings, a settlement between both parties required the Vikings to begin 
advocating for queer inclusion, leading to the formation of the first-ever 
such summit in NFL history. 

“One of the things we wanted to try to do moving forward was to 
turn what was a negative experience into more of a positive one,” said 
Kluwe. “Something that could help a lot of people, and hopefully ensure 
that other institutions and organizations... understand why this is such 
an important issue.” 

For Kluwe, a straight ally who fought for greater gay acceptance dur- 
ing a time when it was risky for a pro athlete to do so, the summit repre- 
sents a positive first step toward greater inclusion. 

“Hopefully, in terms of the immediate summit, people who show up 
will learn why LGBTQ issues in sports are important, and why we need 
to keep pressing to make sure that inclusivity is a thing,” said Kluwe. 
“We still have a long way to go there. There’s still no out gay players in 
the NFL and the MLB and the NHL... it’s one of those things where, 
statistically, there’s gay players in leagues, but obviously they don’t feel 
comfortable coming out, so we need to change that.” 
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MEMORIAL HEALTH 


(2 THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018 
| 5:30 – 8:00 PM 


DRINK | DINE | DANCE 


990 CENTRAL AVE. NE, MINNEAPOLIS 


- Join GLBT / GLBT-friendly athletes and sports fans as we 
celebrate the sports scene and Pride. 


Silent auction featuring great ticket items 


- Complimentary hors d'oeuvres, drink specials, prize 
drawings and giveaways 


- Visit representatives from local professional sports teams 
and GLBT leagues, including: 


GLASS — Gay Lesbian Amateur Sports Society - Hump Day Bowlers - Minneapolis 
Mayhem Rugby - Minnesota Gay Flag Football League - Minnesota Lynx - Minnesota 
Timberwolves - Minnesota Twins “ Minnesota United FC - Minnesota Vikings • 
Minnesota Wild - Northern Lights Women’s Softball League - North Star Gay Rodeo 
Association - Qurwoods - Rainbow Bowling League - Red Ribbon Ride - Stonewall 
Kickball League - TC Jacks Soccer • Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League - Twin Cities 
Pride Bowlers ,* University of Minnesota Athletics 


Part of Lavender's 
Summer of Pride P: А 


SPORTS 


Gay rights advocate and former Minnesota Vikings punter Chris Kluwe will be a speaker at the Vikings' LGBTQ inclusion summit on June 21. Photo courtesy of Chris Kluwe 


Louganis, who became an early pioneer in gay rights and HIV aware- 
ness advocacy, views the summit as an opportunity for, in his words, 
"Opening the lines of communication and being able to talk openly and 
honestly about sharing my journey as far as being a gay, HIV-positive 
man in sports." 

After a legendary career that saw him win four Olympic gold medals 
and being widely considered as the greatest diver in United States his- 
tory, Louganis has dedicated much of his time touring the nation, speak- 
ing on behalf of organizations such as Athlete Allies and All Out Sports. 

"Oftentimes, large companies and Fortune 500 companies will hire 
me to come in to speak on diversity," said Louganis. “Гуе sat on quite a 
number of panels discussing diversity, diversity in sports, and diversity 
in the workplace." 

Obviously, being a gay man in sports back in the 1970s and 1980s 
was a challenge, and when he was signed by the William Morris Agency 
after the 1984 Olympics, he was essentially recommended to go back 
into the closet. 

"It was my policy just to not discuss personal (details) with members 
of the media," said Louganis. "There was plenty to read between the 
lines, it wouldn't take a genius to figure it out." 

Nonetheless, Louganis believes that there have been “humungous” 


strides made in increasing queer visibility in sports. 

“T have to start with Matthew Mitchum, the diver from Australia,” he 
said. “Не didn't feel like he could compete at that high level only sharing 
a part of himself. So he came out while he was still competing, he won 
the Olympic medal in Beijing. It was huge." 

Kluwe agrees with the sentiment that change has been occurring, not 
just in sports, but pop culture in general. 

“I think there's been a big change, because there's an entire genera- 
tion now with kids growing up, knowing that they have gay family mem- 
bers, gay friends, gay teammates, gay role models on television," said 
Kluwe. "That goes a long way towards changing how you view someone. 
Now that you're exposed to that environment, and you see (that) having 
a gay person in the family isn't the end of the world... it starts to become 
normal and natural, which is what it should be." 

As for the impact of the summit, Kluwe hopes that it'll only be the 
beginning. 

“(126 about) having the summit not just be a one-time thing, but hav- 
ing it be an ongoing annual thing," he said. “Hopefully other teams buy 
into the idea and hold their own summits or conventions. 

“Tt just really comes down to making sure that those in power are act- 
ing appropriately and are passing that message along." 
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Hennepin Healthcare 
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adult and pediatric LGBTQ community. 


at 
(i чь 
Непперіп 
Healthcare 


Level 1 Adult and Pediatric Trauma Center 
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Two Boston teams go head-to-head at William G. Walsh Park. 


When Christopher Lewellyn-Otten decided to move from Boston to 
the Twin Cities with his husband, there was one thing he couldn't leave 
behind. 

Though Lewellyn-Otten was only involved with Boston's Gay Flag 
Football League for one season, he was struck by the inclusiveness of 
the sport. He wanted to take that sense of community with him to his 
new home in Minnesota so he, along with his husband Matt Lewellyn- 
Otten and his sister, Cassie Menne, decided to create the Minnesota Gay 
Flag Football League. 

“I really wanted to bring that opportunity that I was able to enjoy 
here, to the Twin Cities community," Lewellyn-Otten said. “Once my 
husband and I finalized, and knew that we were moving back to Min- 
nesota, I was like, I really don't want to lose this." 

During the past six months, Lewellyn-Otten has worked with the Na- 
tional Gay Flag Football League's national board of directors to get a 
Minnesota league up and running. So far, the new league has a field, its 
own board, a website, and a 164-member Facebook group. 

'The National League has been around for about 17 years, Lewellyn- 
Otten said. According to the National League's website, there are more 
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than 200 teams and 24 leagues in the United States and Canada. The 
Twin Cities chapter will join major cities like Atlanta, Houston, Los An- 
geles, and Seattle. 

Тһе league—both the new Twin Cities chapter and the national 
branch—prides itself on its accessibility, inclusivity and community in- 
volvement. All genders of all ages and sexualities can play, and some 
athletes are in their 60s and 70s. Though competition is a factor, National 
League Commissioner Thurman Williams said the practices and games 
are about more than simply playing a sport. 

“We understand that each of our flag football communities provide 
the opportunity to those who wish to compete, both at a high level and 
sort of a novice level,” Williams said. “We also know that it's a great 
place where people connect, where they meet friends of a lifetime, a life 
partner, a venue to connect with like-minded people and then, more im- 
portantly, it’s an environment where we have an opportunity to unite." 

For Lewellyn-Otten, the league is about challenging old ideas and 
creating relationships with the larger community. League members are 
encouraged to get involved with outside events, and straight allies are 
welcome to participate. 
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A team huddles before a game at Dorchester Park in Boston. 


“I feel it's very important to encourage the community and camara- 
derie amongst the people that are joining. We really need to provide an 
example for the next generation of LGBT youth," he said. "It's really to 
push acceptance, pride and self-confidence among the community, but 
then also to build bridges and break down stereotypes." 

Each individual league is a grassroots effort. Williams helped fund 
the Atlanta league, and said he likes to see other GFFL athletes take the 
same initiative. 

"Having another city come aboard the NGFFL family just means 
there are more people for us to compete, connect and unite with," Wil- 
liams said, referencing the league's slogan. *We're excited that Christ 
has taken the spirit and the energy that he's received from Boston and... 
wishes to create that same level of experience for other people." 

Every city-level league has multiple teams. Lewellyn-Otten hopes 
that, for the Twin Cities league's first season, 128 people will participate. 


The "Light Blue Camo" 
team, a member of Greater 
Boston's league, takes on 
the "exas Orange" team at 
William G. Walsh Park. 


7 
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Teams will have 16 players each. 

'The gay flag football season is relatively short. It begins Aug. 4 and 
ends Sept. 29, with two games held each Saturday. The season culmi- 
nates in the national Pride Bowl, held in a different city each year. 

Lewellyn-Otten hopes to drum up interest during Pride weekend, 
with a booth at the festival, but his social media efforts have already 
piqued community interest. He's also on the lookout for local organi- 
zations that could use the league's help, as members of most leagues 
emphasize the importance of volunteer work along with sportsmanship. 

"The main focus is actually giving back to the community... giving 
back more than we're taking," Lewellyn-Otten said. “125 basically to help 
the community grow and thrive, it's not just to have people come and 
play football. It’s much more than that. 

Registration opens June 25 at 7 p.m. and costs $80. For more informa- 
tion visit www.mngffl.com. B 
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NORTH STAR GAY 
RODEO ASSOCIATION 


Sure, you've seen a drag show, but have you ever seen 
drag performers race a live steer across a finish line? 
This, the Wild Drag Race, is just one of the events offered 
by North Star Gay Rodeo Association. 


Minnesota’s gay rodeo has been a small but lively community since 
the late ‘80s and ‘90s, when a country-western craze hit the Twin Cities, 
said current North Star President Colin “Black Bart” Smith. In 1989, a 
group of Minnesotans went to Phoenix to watch the finals of the Inter- 
national Gay Rodeo Association (IGRA). By January of 1990, the North 
Star Gay Rodeo Association was the official IGRA chapter in Minnesota, 
according to Smith. 

Since then, North Star has weathered ups and down in membership 
because the rodeo offers something for everyone, Smith said. The leath- 
er community enjoys the rodeo aesthetic, bears enjoy the masculinity of 
rodeo culture, and dance enthusiasts appreciate the physicality of the 
sport. 

Rodeo also taps into the rural and agricultural roots of many Midwest- 
erners, said Corey Blair, North Star Rodeo Director and self-described 
“farm kid” who wears cowboy boots every day of the year. 

“You don't see a lot of people in the GLBT community that grew up in 
a country-western lifestyle, but they're out there,” Blair said. “People can 
come out to the rodeo to be who they are and not necessarily conform to 
urban stereotypes.” 

Although welcomed, first-hand experience with livestock isn’t neces- 
sary to appreciate rodeo, Smith added. 

“I grew up in suburbia and my family was like ‘Why are you doing 
this?” he said. “I guess I’m an adventurous person and an adrenaline 


у ; » The North Star Gay Rodeo Association has been the official International Gay Rodeo 
junkie at heart. Association chapter of Minnesota since 1990. Photo courtesy of the NSGRA 
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Proceeds from the NSGRA's 2018 Regional Rodeo will be going towards the Aliveness Project. Photo courtesy of the NSGRA 


'To get that adrenaline fix, North Star's Regional Rodeo event is held 
once every two years at the Dead Broke Arena in Hugo, MN, a 30-minute 
drive northeast of the Twin Cities. The 2018 Regional will be July 27-29, a 
jam-packed weekend of rodeo beginning Friday with contestant registra- 
tion and ending Sunday night with an awards ceremony and afterparty 
at the Saloon. 

Feats of strength and skill such as bareback bronc riding, bull-riding, 
chute dogging and roping are all included, along with tests of agility like 
pole bending and other races. 

Traditionally, rough stock events like bullriding are reserved for 
men while women participate in speed events such as barrel racing. In 
gay rodeo, all of the events are open to participants of any gender and 


always have been. 

^We were very open to transgender folks well before it was com- 
monly known and talked about. We were on the front of that movement," 
Smith said. 

Inclusivity is a crucial part of gay rodeo culture, he explained. That 
extends to welcoming contestants and spectators at any experience 
level. 

In addition to the traditional rodeo events, North Star also offers 
campier fun for those who may prefer not to take the bull by the horns 
just yet. Along with Wild Drag, participants can try their hand at steer 
decorating and goat dressing, a race to adorn livestock with either rib- 
bons or underwear, respectively. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 122 mi» 
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Chute dogging, bull riding, and roping are among the skills flaunted in gay rodeo. Photo courtesy of the NSGRA 
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“I think what makes it exciting is that it’s all-inclusive,” added Gene 
Fraikes, a native Texan who represents North Star at the International 
Gay Rodeo Association. “Anyone can do it and have that experience of 
being in the rodeo arena and having the crowd cheer." 

North Star is also committed to giving back, and proceeds from the 
Regional Rodeo go to a designated charity. This year, that charity is the 
Aliveness Project, which supports people living with HIV, offering sup- 
port, education, testing and other resources. In addition to contributing 
funds, North Star members serve as community ambassadors to help 
raise awareness for the charity at other events. 

^We think of it as a year-long commitment," Smith said. 

For Twin Cities Pride, North Star sponsors a special tent in Loring 
Park where festival goers can enjoy live music from the Saddle Sores 
and learn to two-step. 

Smith's nickname, Black Bart, came from his early experiences two- 
stepping with other men at the Gay 906 at the height of the Twin Cities 
country craze. 

"That wasn't me dancing with him," Smith would tell the gossips. "It 
was my alter ego, Black Bart." 

With his jet-black hair and beard (now heavily laced with silver), 
Smith said the name stuck, and many in the rodeo circuit still know him 
as Black Bart. The inside joke is a testament to gay rodeo's quirky, close- 
knit community, and Smith wears it as a badge of honor. 

"There's a lot of razzle-dazzle, and it's very much about the camarade- 
rie. You get to know each other, and everyone has your back,” Smith said. 


The North Star Gay Rodeo Association's Regional Rodeo will take place July 27-29 in 
Hugo, MN. Photo courtesy of the NSGRA 


Look for the North Star Gay Rodeo Association on horseback at this 
year's Pride Parade. For more information or to get involved, visit www. 
nsgra.org. 
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At Xcel Energy, we strive to broaden 
our business partnerships to be more 
reflective of the diverse communities 
we serve. So we're always looking to 
partner with diverse suppliers that are 
owned by minorities, women, veterans 
and members of the LGBT community. 
Ready to do business? Contact us at 
supplierdiversity ?xcelenergy.com or 
visit xcelenergy.com. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
е By Mike Marcotte ¢ 


IT'S FIVE THOUSAND YEARS OLD, 


BUT IS NEW 


10 MANY 


How colon hydrotherapy can change your physical and emotional well-being 


Sure, you can help your health by moni- 
toring what you eat. Picking an apple over 
a donut is usually a safe bet. But not all the 
food going into your system is coming out. 
That’s where colon hydrotherapy comes into 
play. 

In practice for over five thousand years, co- 
lon hydrotherapy removes waste “stuck” in the 
large intestine, and does so without the use of 
drugs. A steady and gentle stream of tempera- 
ture-controlled water—about the temp of your 
body—flows in and out of the large intestine 
through a tube inserted in the rectum. It soft- 
ens and loosens bowels, resulting it to *evacu- 
ate the dance floor.” That process is repeated 
as needed during the session, which typically 
goes 45 to 60 minutes. 

In theory, colon hydrotherapy could be 
compared to using an enema, however, the ap- 
pointment takes place while laying on a medi- 
cal bed and is conducted by a trained profes- 
sional. The insertion doesn’t go “up” as far as 
an enema does. Patients report no pain or dis- 
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GLBT-owned Soma Serenity Center opened its doors 
in March 2018 and specializes in colon hydrotherapy, a 
procedure removing waste stuck in the large intestine 
without the use of drugs. Image courtesy of Soma 
Serenity Center 


comfort. In fact, some go as far as saying it's a 
gentle, comforting experience. 

Soma Serenity Center, based in Lakeville, 
opened its doors in March 2018 and offers 


colon hydrotherapy services. A GLBT-owned 
company, Soma Serenity Center is run by 
Phoenix Galban, who moved to Minnesota 
from Miami. 

“Опе of our main objectives is to get you 
out of your head and into your body, and ex- 
periencing you again," Phoenix says. “Holding 
tension in the soma [the Greek word for ‘body’] 
and overthinking, we find our sympathetic ner- 
vous system running the show. Stressors tend 
to be the leading culprit in relation to having a 
normal bowel movement, how we function and 
feel. At Soma, we think outside of the colon and 
see our clients as whole, not as something bro- 
ken and needing to be fixed." 

Don't confuse colon hydrotherapy for a colo- 
noscopy. А colonoscopy is a procedure used to 
screen for cancer or other health concerns. A 
colon hydrotherapy appointment is intended to 
hydrate the body and clean out the bowels. 

Lisa Ziegler has been a patient of Phoenix's 
for two years, before Soma opened its doors in 
Minnesota. 
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Even from the outside, Soma Serenity Center in Lakeville makes you feel at home, which is intentional. Photo by Mike Marcotte 


"[ had chronic colon issues and a friend of mine told me that I should 
look into colon hydrotherapy,” Lisa tells Lavender. “My appointments аге 
booked for a colonic, but truly, it's so much more. As I've worked with 
Phoenix, Гуе come to understand not only what I eat, but that our emo- 
tions and external toxins have a major impact on our intestines." 

Lisa flies from Switzerland to Minnesota every six weeks for appoint- 
ments with Phoenix. 

Colon hydrotherapy is geared toward adults interested in taking 
accountability for their self-health and wanting to reach their desired 
health goals. Phoenix sees a variety of clients, ranging from those train- 
ing for athletic competitions to individuals on parasite cleanses. It is not 
a solution for all, including those who are pregnant, people who have 
seizures or have a history of blood clots. 

Colon hydrotherapy can help alleviate other stressors in life. Phoe- 
nix sees patients who are not hydrated enough or are struggling with 
relationships and finances. They leave feeling better. Phoenix also says 
colon hydrotherapy works well in tandem with yoga, chiropractic work 
and massage. 

Colon hydrotherapy sessions range from $80 to $100 and typically are 
not covered by insurance. 

Soma Serenity Center doesn't look like a doctor's office. The waiting 


room has a leather couch. Art that you would you have in your home 
surrounds you. And that's intentional. Phoenix wants people to feel com- 
fortable during the entire process. 

"From the very beginning I've felt extremely comfortable with Phoe- 
nix,” Lisa says. “She sees me and when I’m with her, I am her only fo- 
cus. With Phoenix, I feel comfortable describing what I'm experiencing 
physically as well as emotionally. I can laugh, cry, be chatty or quiet and 
it's all OK. I’m never rushed!" 

This whole experience is more than just pushing the remnants of that 
donut out of your intestines. Lisa raves about her time with Phoenix. 

"Physically I feel cleansed of toxins and relieved from pressure. But 
what I believe magnifies these physical changes is Phoenix's emotional 
support. She understands, and through touch can feel how my body's 
reacting and responding to her treatment. For me, this is a huge part 
of healing if you're ill and also if you're trying to maintain good health." 

Soma Serenity Center is located at 18466 Kenyon Avenue, Suite 100 
in Lakeville. Appointments can be made for times Monday through Fri- 
day from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on select weekends. Always consult with 
your doctor with questions about your health. You can learn more about 
Soma Serenity Center by calling 952-595-6565 or heading to www.soma- 
serenitycenter.com. 
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TRANSGENDER SURGERY 
3 DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 


The best surgery for transforming your body will 
help ease your physical transition to the desired 
gender. Non-genital characteristics can be skillfully 
altered via surgical expertise that began with train- 
ing at the Mayo Clinic, and honed over the next 
thirty years of treating transgender and elective 
cosmetic patients. Dr. Tholen can help you achieve 
the body that matches your gender identity, with 
nuanced techniques and natural results that have 
earned a national clientele and a reputation as one 
of the best plastic surgeons who perform non- 
genital transgender surgery in the country. 
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Rhinoplasty; Liposuction; 
Tummy Tuck; Laser Resurfacing 


Minneapolis Plastic Surgery 
4825 Olson Memorial Highway (Hwy 55) | Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55422 | 763.224.9464 


www.mpsmn.com 


contact: drtholen@minneapolisplasticsurgery.com 


PRIDE 


2018 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
е By Terrance Griep % 


A PREEMPIIVE 
STRIKE ON HPV 


An Ounce of Vaccination Might Be Worth a Ton of Cure 


You—yes, you, as іп Y-O-U, the very per- 
son reading this very article N-O-W—might 
well already have it and not even know it. If 
you do, you probably don’t want to have it, 
and you most definitely don’t want to share it. 

“The human papillomavirus—HPV—is a 
virus with many strains,” instructs Dr. Erin 
Stevens. “Almost all sexually active individu- 
als will contract at least one strain of HPV in 
their lifetimes.” 

The good news, relatively speaking, is 
that if you match up with above description, 
you've got plenty of company. Says Dr. Ste- 
vens, "The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates 79 million people in the 
United States have a current HPV infection 
and that 14 million people are infected an- 
nually." A fun fact to set the mood for your 
Grindr profile, perhaps. 

Dr. Stevens speaks on the topic with no 
small amount of authority: she sees patients 
at the Edina location of Clinic Sofia, a lead- 
ing OBGYN care center that prides itself 
on its “personalized approach to women's 
healthcare." In other words, she serves in 
the trenches. 

Possibly the most insidious danger of the 
HPV virus is that its effects can be visible... 
or, even worse, invisible. 

“HPV itself often has no symptoms,” Dr. 
Stevens continues. *HPV may lead to genital 
warts, a visible symptom for some. Not ev- 
eryone thoroughly examines their own geni- 
tals, and these warts can go unnoticed." 

Тһе penalty for not noticing this potential- 
ly invisible threat can manifest the starkest 
penalty imaginable. 
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"The strains that lead to genital warts are 
not the same strains that lead to cancer," Dr. 
Stevens advises. "Some strains are harmless, 
others cause genital warts, and high-risk 
strains can lead to some cancers—cervical, 
vulvar, vaginal, oral, esophageal, penile, and 
anal." 

As if those parts weren't troublesome 
enough when they're virus-free. Explains Dr. 
Stevens: "The types of cancers that are caused 
by HPV are often at an advanced stage once 
they start to cause symptoms, which may in- 
clude vaginal bleeding, urinary difficulties, 
bowel obstruction, or vocal changes." 

Worse still, members of the GLBT com- 
munity are particularly vulnerable to 
these microscopic invaders. 

“НРУ is passed through direct con- 
tact and seems to be contracted via 
irritated skin/tissue more easily," 
Stevens says. "Penetrative sex— 
oral, anal, or vaginal...with a penis 
or shared sex toy—whether rough 
or gentle, causes trauma that fa- 
cilitates this passage." Bigots 
discriminate, but viruses, 
alas, do not. 

"Gay and bisexual 
men are more likely to 
have HIV than men 
who only have sex with 
women," Dr. Stevens 
elaborates, “thus mak- 
ing them more vul- 


Dr. Erin Stevens. 
Photo courtesy of 
Clinic Sofia 
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nerable to lingering infection. Lesbian women 
are often not aware of their risk for HPV as 
many people associate it only with penile sex. 
These women may not seek gynecologic care 
and thus may not receive recommended pap 
smear screening.” 
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Clinic Sofia has locations in Edina and Maple Grove. Photo courtesy of Sarah Peterson 


Further trouble can follow infectees out 
of the bedroom. "Studies show that LGBTQ 
people in general are less likely to have 
health insurance and less likely to seek 
regular, preventative care," Stevens laments. 
"Many societal factors and discriminatory 
practices, both implicit and explicit, contrib- 
ute to this disparity." 

Тһе first obvious solution is an imperfect 
one. “Condom use can be partially protec- 
tive," Dr. Stevens advises. “However, as gay 
and lesbian couples do not have concerns 
for pregnancy, in some situations, condoms 
are less often used. Most—not all!—healthy 
immune systems will clear HPV infection 
quickly. People with immune compromise, 
however, are more likely to have persistent 
infection which progresses to the changes 
that cause cancer." 

While joining the Sisterhood of Perpetual 
Abstinence might seem the safest course of 
action, Dr. Stevens can suggest a less radical 
option: “Тһе HPV vaccine protects against 
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"Studies show that LGBTQ people in 
general ave less likely to have health 
insurance and less likely to seek 
regular, preventative care." 


the high-risk forms of HPV that are associ- 
ated with the development of cancer." 

As with all vaccinations, HPV vaccination 
only works as a preemptive strike and not 
as an afterthought. Dr. Stevens elaborates: 
"Since the vaccination is all about preven- 
tion—it can't clear an infection that is already 
present—it is best for people to receive it 
before the onset of sexual activity. Certainly 
that should not prevent anyone who is al- 
ready sexually active from discussing the po- 
tential for vaccination with their healthcare 
providers!" 

But abstract obstacles can emerge be- 


tween patients and vaccinations. Notes Dr. 
Stevens, *Some barriers to vaccination in- 
clude abstinence-only and/or heteronor- 
mative sexual education, parental unsup- 
ported fears that a vaccine related to sexual 
health will encourage earlier and more high 
risk sexual activity by their children, more 
widespread population paranoia regarding 
vaccines in general based on unfounded 
publications and rumors, lack of access to 
healthcare, and improper counseling from 
healthcare providers." 

Put another way, the responsibility of vac- 
cination is up to Y-O-U. ш 
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FROM 


TRAUMA 
TO TRIUMPH 


Every weekday morning, Mary Grace St. Claire checks 
into her full-time volunteer shift at Methodist Hospital 
knowing that a newfound sense of beace and fulfillment 
will fll her heart at the end of the day. As a volunteer 
with the Hospital Elder Life Program (HELP) and an 
organizer for the Park Nicollet Foundation, it's a hard- 
earned outlook on a life she said has become devoted to 
helping others since a motorcycle accident in October 
2003 nearly took her life. 


When St. Claire was struck that fateful day, she was going just 45 
miles per hour. That didn't stop the collision from sending her flying 
30 feet across the pavement, resulting in a broken spine, neck, legs, 
and a traumatic injury to the frontal lobe of her brain. She wasn't 
expected to survive, since her heart had stopped twice. 

Far from intimidated by the horrific incident, she peppers her 
tales of the experience with laughter and exudes a lightness that 
seems like a rare feat considering the magnitude of her ordeal, and 
she hosts no bitterness. In fact, she says she'd probably thank the 
driver who hit her for turning her life around if she ever met him 
again. 

St. Claire joined a support group at the hospital for people with 
traumatic brain injuries or recovering from strokes called INSPIRE, 
and instantly found solidarity and support. It was through her experi- 
ences there that she launched into volunteering after she fully recov- 
ered from her brain injuries, which imparted a new sense of purpose 
and put her in touch with a remarkable level of empathy for people 
going through what she had endured. 
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Mary Grace St. Claire serves as a full-time volunteer at Methodist Hospital. Photo 
courtesy of Mary Grace St. Claire 
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In 2014, she began to transition from 
male to female. St. Claire was previously 
known to the outside world as Marty, and 
she believes that decades of struggling to 
reconcile her true identity with the one 
other people perceived had rendered her 
tired, weary, passionless. Inspired by her 
brush with death and rendered fearless by 
having seen the other side, her former iden- 
tity melted away as she regained her brain's 
functions. 

"My previous life as Marty just didn't 
register. It was like looking at somebody 
else's home movies or black and white pic- 
tures—there just wasn't any feeling about 
that previous life," she said. 

An out-of-body experience she had when 
she clinically died after her collision is part 
of what changed the course of her life and 
helped instill a newfound fearlessness that 
now seems innate. 

"There was this ancient woman, just an- 
cient. She told me, 'You can't stay here. You 
have to make a choice," she recounted. 

As she healed from her brain trauma and 
began volunteering in the same program that 
had supported her in the wake of her acci- 
dent, she had a nagging feeling that some- 
thing was still missing: a personal identity. 

At the behest of a longtime friend who had 
recently transitioned, St. Claire began seeing 
a counselor, who effectively helped her get in 
touch with the identity that had been hidden 
her entire life. 


VOLUNTEERING 


e 


Mary Grace St. Claire, right, pictured volunteering at a fundraiser for the Park Nicollet Foundation, began working 
with the program at Methodist Hospital in St. Louis Park in 2009. Photo courtesy of Mary Grace St. Claire 


*Within 15 minutes, she said, 'You know 
what? You're Mary Grace. You've always 
been Mary Grace," St. Claire recalled. 

It was a major relief to hear those words. 
She had been "diagnosed" as transgender in 
1973 by doctors who still viewed it as a dis- 
order, and had become suicidal. Her turning 
point had finally come as she approached age 
60. 

She had been volunteering 40 hours a 
week as the lead volunteer coordinator for a 


Mary Grace St. Claire now volunteers 40 hours per week with Hospital Elder Life Program (HELP) and the 
Foundation, as well as in the Gender Services program. Photo courtesy of Mary Grace St. Claire 


group of over 300 volunteers for HELP who 
visit elderly patients in an effort to prevent 
dementia, plus working with the Foundation 
to coordinate and host fundraising events. 
Now she faced the new challenge of inform- 
ing her colleagues that she would soon begin 
identifying as female. 

“I was afraid for a year. I was afraid that 
if I said anything, I couldn't be a volunteer 
anymore," she said. 

Тһе first colleague she told was extreme- 
ly supportive, which instilled confidence to 
reach out to the Foundation's CEO, Christa 
Getchell, who also offered tremendous sup- 
port. 

"(She) said, ‘If anybody gives you any 
trouble, I want names," St. Claire said with 
a smile. 

Gradually, she told all of her colleagues 
and fellow volunteers, and found support 
across the board. Her manager immediately 
got her an updated name tag, and much to 
her relief, her fresh identity took root at the 
hospital in a short period. 

Since her transition, St. Claire's sense of 
purpose and inner peace has been signifi- 
cantly restored. While the occasional glare or 
sideways glance in public is unnerving, she 
tries not to take it personally. Instead, she 
channels her limitless compassion and empa- 
thy and focuses on her volunteer work as a 
lifeline to other people in need, sharing her 
warmth and wisdom to help improve their 
own outlook and quality of life. B 
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Scheherazade’ 
wares include 
jewelry designec 
by two custom ` 
designers. Photo \\ 
by Shari Fleming 
Photography 
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SWOONING OVER 
CHEHERAZADE 


Scheherazade Jewelers brings the sparkle to the Twin Cities. 


Shine bright with some of the finest 
jewelry from Scheherazade Jewelers at the 
Galleria in Edina. Established in 1970, Sche- 
herazade is one of the longest Galleria ten- 
ants, which is why it comes at no surprise 
that they’re expanding into a new section of 
the Galleria. 

“It’s great to be in a local destination 
shopping center, which allows people to en- 
joy shopping and actually want to spend time 
there. Our new space is considerably larger, 
which is good because we are growing in 
sales and market share,” says Scheherazade 
CEO and founder Scott Rudd. 

Scheherazade offers clients unique jew- 
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elry designed by two expert custom design- 
ers who listen to customers to create exactly 
what they’re looking for. 

“We have a lot of customers come in who 
want something custom designed just for 
them, and we frequently run into people who 
are sick of consistently working with design- 
ers who think that they know more than 
the customers do. The designers at Sche- 
herazade listen to the customers and create 
whatever they want designed—something 
that they’re able to brag about,” Rudd says. 

In addition to custom jewelry, Schehe- 
razade has a wide variety of designer jewelry 
available, especially from local designers. 


Scheherazade offers one of the largest fine Estate jewelry 
collections in the state. Photo courtesy of Scheherazade 
Jewelers 
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Scheherazade was established in 1970, serving as one of the longest-tenured tenants 
of the Galleria. Photo by Shari Fleming Photography 


“Many companies just reorder inventory because it used to be suc- 
cessful, but with Galleria customers, people expect exquisite and high 
quality items with great design. So, during the process of curating, we 
choose a beautiful selection rather than just typical items you'd expect to 
see at a jeweler,” he says. 

Rudd says the Twin Cities are commonly referred to as a cultural 
oasis from the Midwest, and Scheherazade reflects that in its jewelry. 
Many customers enjoy Scheherazade because it differs from other jew- 
elry stores, in that it's more of a fine gallery rather than a typical store, 
he adds. 

"Because of the unique demands of the Galleria, we are able to func- 
tion as a fine jewelry gallery, and many customers say it's nice to walk 
into our store and see local designers and gallery quality jewelry," Rudd 
says. "I go to Manhattan frequently, and there's clearly a reason why 
Minneapolis is called ‘the Mini Apple.’ Our jewelry is inspired by the 
'sculpture to wear' idea that was born in SoHo, Manhattan, which is that 
jewelry should be unique and as well designed as a work of art. Jewelry 
should be timeless." 

Rudd says that he doesn't believe in a traditional mission statement 
for his company, but he always dedicates his work to the customers. 

“I guess I would say our mission is to be sure that we're exceeding 
people's expectations. If you exceed people's expectations with jewelry, 
you're doing your job," he says. 

Scheherazade continues to exceed its customers' expectations with 
its incredible variety of designers. Rudd says some of their top selling 
designers are Simon G., Michael Bondanza, George Sawyer, and Zina. 


Scheherazade, located at the Galleria in Edina, offers a 
wide selection of fine jewelry. Photo by Shari Fleming 
Photography 


“Zina is one of our female designers, and we 
are actively looking for more female designers. 
Designing is clearly not about gender, and in 
this industry it's been very disappointing how 
difficult it is for women to get the recognition 
they deserve for their designs. The designer 
gender gap still exists, and it isn't a good thing, 
but we're making good progress," Rudd says. 

Having been an advertiser with Lavender 
for many years, Rudd says it's important to him 
that Scheherazade represents all of its custom- 
ers, including the GLBT community. 

“First of all, I respect the GLBT commu- 
nity because I respect people. Scheherazade 
respects the GLBT community by being very 
design-oriented and respectful of the client's 
intelligence regardless of who they are," he 
says. "We have a great relationship with all 
different communities of people, including 
the GLBT community, which I think is good 
because it allows us to represent everyone's 
unique needs." 

With their new expansion opening in the 
Galleria this June, Scheherazade is ready to 
continue designing the perfect jewelry for all 
of its customers. From some of the best local 
designers to custom made pieces, Schehe- 
razade caters to whatever the customers are 
looking for. Now that's timeless indeed. 

For more information about Scheherazade 
and the designers they offer, visit their website 
at www.sjewelers.com. 
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Fromithe Beginning, A Local Couple Proves To 
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It all came together, more or less, in August of 2017. 
Two Minnesota girls had come all the way to the Corn- 
husker State, a field that served as a thread of the coast- 


to-coast moon shadow sash that would connect America's 
left shoulder to its right hip—the Path of Totality, astrono- 
mers were calling it. Here, they meant to bear witness to 
the Great American Eclipse... although one of them bore 
a second, secret motive, as well. The two stood among 
fellow crane-necked lookouts, silver-shaded eyes turned 
toward the dying daylight. 

And then the cosmic dance began: the moon cut in on 
the sun like a jealous ex while heat and light receded from 
the ground in equal measure. Shadows sharpened like pi- 
rate hooks, then melted into themselves. The blue sky was 
no longer sky blue; the far horizons formed an everything- 
sized halo of rust. 

Тһе yin/yang progression of sun and moon generated 
a lopsided sky sparkle that resembled a goddess’ diamond 
ring. And within the outlaw night all around it, a single 
glint asserted itself—it was the planet Venus, winking 
knowingly through violet wisps of indigo vapor. 

Which is when Nora Powers proposed to Sadie Plendl. 
That second, secret motive was secret no more. 

It was Nora’s birthday, after all, and she had but one 
wish. As Sadie recalls, “We were out in a field in the 
middle of nowhere under the path of totality, and just mo- 
ments before the eclipse Nora said that what she really 
wanted for her birthday was to marry me. It was perfect... 
and the eclipse was so cool!” 

The proposal was not just accepted; it was replicated. 
Says Nora, “A few weeks later, Sadie planned a bike adven- 
ture around Minneapolis to many of the significant-moment 
places for us. Then we ended at Marvel Bar for the [sec- 
ond] proposal. It was really sweet.” That proposal was ac- 
cepted, as well, making the notion of marriage unanimous. 
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Those twin proposals had been nearly twenty years in 
the making. The two women had met before they were 
women—that is, in the fourth grade—but no sparks flew 
then because, c'mon, it was the fourth grade. A Super Bowl 
party brought them together again as college students, and 
Sadie accepted Nora's proposal for roommate-mony, which, 
after a year or so, escalated to dating-mony that itself even- 
tually evolved into matrimony... a final arrangement the 
soon-to-be-wives approached with temperate earnestness. 

“We both felt that marriage was an honest reflection 
of the kind of commitment we already had, having been 
together for seven years,” Sadie explains. “We decided to 
make our commitment an official one so that we could fully 
benefit from the legal protections and benefits marriage 
offers. We had been talking about having some sort of an- 
niversary party anyway and decided to add a legal contract 
and make it a wedding instead.” 

For the couple, commitment to each other was para- 
mount... but commitment to stodgy tradition was not. 

“The lovely thing about modern marriage is that it actu- 
ally comes with no specific script,” Nora observes. “While 


there are some traditions of marriage that don’t sit well 
with us, we made the commitments we wanted and left out 


the ones we didn’t want.” 

In keeping with the notion of selective tradition, the two 
women wrote their own vows. 

“We're not religious, so it was part of how we made the 
ceremony meaningful,” Sadie asserts. “We wanted to be 
specific about what we were committing to. In the end, it 
was totally worth the effort. We had the opportunity to say 
in our own words how meaningful the other person was 
to us.” 

Such invocations can summon genie-like feelings that 
can be hard to control. 
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“Before the ceremony,” Nora remembers, 
“Sadie told her sister that her goal was to 
write vows so beautiful and honest that they 


would make Nora cry... then, of course, Sa- 


die cried so hard she barely made it through 
reading them." 

It all came together, more or less, in Au- 
gust of 2017, and it's stayed together ever 
since. Like the eclipse that turned their 
schoolyard start into engagement, Nora 


Powers and Sadie Plendl continue together 
on their own personal Path of Totality. ш 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse, Rivets and Roses 
Date of Wedding: January 20, 2018 

Dating Since: 2010 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: W.A. Frost and 
Co.; Hygga 

Florist: Fleur de Lis 

Wedding Coordinator: Linnea Goderstad 

Stylist: Chelsea O. at Denny Kemp Salon & Spa 
Cake: Grandma's Bakery 

Invitations: Angel Bomb, Letter Press 
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IT'S IN THE GARDS: 


J.RYAN AND THE QUEER STREET TAROT 


Throughout time humans have asked: “Where do I hunt the mammoth?” “How can I find 
love?” “When will I finish my novel?”, seeking answers in rocks, tortoise shells, reindeer shoul- 
der bones—and cards. The Tarot has a long history, and was used from the late 18th century 

for divination, proliferating in designs and reading methods. 


Native Minnesotan J. Ryan has been working with Tarot for fifteen 
years, and is currently creating a triad of decks designed specifically 
for the GLBT community. 

"I began when I was twelve,” he says. “I was always fascinated by 
the occult and devoured as many books on the subject as I could. It 
took me about two years to learn comfortably and I began to read for 
others for fun. 

“Designing these decks started as a sort of accident. I was playing 
around with image manipulation and came up with the idea to create 
a deck for my own use." 

This project evolved into three decks: the “Divine Masculine” 
geared toward male-bodied people, the *Divine Feminine" centered 
on the female-bodied, and “Divine Spirit" to embrace the gender non- 
conforming, transgender, and genderfluid; the three decks forming 
the Queer Community Tarot. 

“Many times I’ve heard someone say they could not see them- 
selves represented in the [standard] Tarot deck. With the Queer 
Community Tarot set, you can mix and customize your own deck; 
literally, build yourself a queer deck that better reflects you." 

Tarot decks consist of 78 cards, similar to modern playing cards, 
with its four suits, Swords, Wands, Pentacles and Cups, replacing 
Spades, Clubs, Diamonds, and Hearts. The Tarot has Kings and 
Queens, but includes a Knight alongside the Jack (Page). This por- 
tion of the deck comprises the Minor Arcana, while the twenty-two 
remaining cards—the Major Arcana—are numbered in Roman nu- 
merals from 0 through XXI. 

Reading the Tarot is not just a matter of, “You will meet a tall, dark 
stranger," or "I see a long voyage in your future," but, as in any seri- 
ous divination effort, involves interpretation of the cards on the part 
of both reader and questioner. The Death card does not (necessar- 
ily) indicate imminent demise, nor the Devil perdition; one is dealing 
with metaphor, and work is required of both reader and receiver to 
discern meaning. 
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Minnesota native J.Ryan is the creator of the Queer Community Tarot deck. 
Photo by J.Ryan 
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Host your special event at 
Golden Valley's newest full-service venue 


Centrally located with expansive golf course and sunset views, the 
Bassett Creek Room at Brookview will offer a modern, versatile 
indoor and outdoor space for all occasions. 
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playground. Book your Driving range 
birthday party now! BAG к ERICE Lawn bowling Skijouring 
Fire pit Disc golf 


316 Brookview Parkway S, Golden Valley, MN . 763-512-2300 


WEEKEND GETAWAYS 


Beautiful 2 Bdrm year round cabin Private year round 3 Bdrm 1+ bath 
on Graham Lake, lake side patio cabin on beautiful Sturgeon Lake 
and 175’ +/- of shoreline. Just has 202’ of lake frontage. Located 
South of Duluth. 1.5 hours north of Mpls/St.Paul 
Listing #1965 $309,900 Listing #1986 $289,900 


Bryan Ketchmark 
Broker/Owner 
bryan@majesticpine.com 
Office-218-372-8366 
Cell-218-380-8089 
Sturgeon Lake, MN 


Check out more 
weekend getaways 
Located only 
1.5 Hours from 
Minneapolis/St.Paul at 


www.majesticpine.com 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


A Brand 
You Can Trust 


СМИ М ` 


GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 


At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis * Garlock-French.com 
MN License #BC001423 


find your nex 
apártment. 


steven 
scott 


steven-scott.com 


your definitive guide to apartments in the metro 


a 
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SELF-DISCOVERY 


"[ like to say that the Tarot can do just 
about anything," says J.Ryan. "If you're a 
writer, you can use the cards to help plot 
your next chapter," but cautions that there 
are limits. “It can't replace professional men- 
tal health assistance, and I would never sug- 
gest otherwise." 

How does a reader read? "I try to create 
a cohesive reading out of all the cards on 


The three decks of Queer 
Community Tarot consist 
of the Divine Masculine, 
the Divine Feminine, and 
the Divine Spirit. Image 
courtesy of J.Ryan 


the table for my clients," notes J. Ryan, “but 
some will read each card one-by-one [with 
its] standalone message. The systems that 
you create serve you best—another reason 
I think that the Queer Community Tarot's 
concept of personal customization works so 
well." 

He stresses that he, like many readers, 
truly wants to help people, not just read as 
a parlor trick. In order for a reading to have 
meaning, the client must commit to shoul- 
dering their share of the work. 

“По push yourself to put the cards down 
once you've asked your questions and live 
life,” he urges. “Keep note of what cards 
come up and see how they manifest in your 
life after that reading, but don't become de- 
pendent on them as a kind of map." 

J.Ryan has changed some of the standard 
image names: “Devil” in the Divine Spirit 
deck is “Dysphoria,” “Lovers” in Divine Mas- 
culine becomes “Partners,” while “World” in 
Divine Feminine becomes "Legacy." These 
changes, he determined, were necessary 
to work with the “queer identity" of the 
decks. For example, “Changing ‘Lovers’ to 
‘Partners’ opens it up because no two rela- 
tionships will be the same. I have one male 
partner but others may be engaged in a poly- 
amorous relationship, a triad, or not one at 
all. Partners' doesn't have to be romantic. It 
was important that I gave space to everyone 
in the community, not just those that are cis- 
gendered gay/lesbian people, but also those 
who are gender nonconforming, trans, asex- 
ual, and bisexual as well." 

He adds, "The book that accompanies the 
decks will further explore the connection 
to queer identity and Tarot card meanings. 
While I want all people to be able to use this 
deck, ultimately this is a set of decks that I 
want the queer community to be able to see 
itself in." 

J.Ryan uses his own designs and manipu- 
lated stock photographs to create the individ- 
ual cards, to create "serious tarot imagery." 
All three decks will be available in Novem- 
ber, but you can visit J.Ryan's site now at 
www.QueerStreetTarot.com. 
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Е.В.'5 PERSONAL TAROT READING 


Q: Seeking neither mammoths nor 
love, | asked, "How can I finish my long- 
delayed second novel?" 

A: Dealt: Growth (The Empress), the 7 
of Cups, and the Page of Cups. 

Тһе 7 of Cups says to me that 
you've got a lot of potential lines you 
could travel, but you need to go down 
the one that's going to allow for the 
most growth in the novel. It may or 
may not be the storyline that you like 


the most, but it has to allow your novel 
to set up for a potential third. The Page 
of Cups can indicate that you may need 
to explore storylines that you hadn't 
considered or felt particularly drawn 
to at first, while the Growth (Empress) 
asks you to consider which, of all the 
potential ways it can go, will be the 
most fruitful and provide the story the 
most room to grow. That's the route 
that should be explored here. 
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Austen Hartke, author 
of "Transforming: 

The Bible and the 
Lives of Transgender 
Christians. ". 

Photo courtesy of 
Austen Hartke 


^ TRANSGENDERIBARISTIA 


ARE SEEINGTHEMSELVE 
IN SCRIPTURE 


St. Paul-based author and vlogger Austen Hartke is the creator of the YouTube series Transgender 
and Christian, which looks to interpret Biblical scripture in relation to gender identity. The following 
is an excerpt from his recently released book Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of Transgender 
Christians © 2018 Austen Hartke. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 154 m» 
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FAITH 


"In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). 
As a kid, I would read these first words 
in my children's Bible over and over 
again—not because I found them par- 
ticularly interesting, but because I was 
the kind of person who always started 
books from the beginning, and I could 
never seem to get any further into the 
Bible than Noah and the ark before 
I lost interest. But I appreciated the 
sense of organization. Each bit of 
the world was broken into pairs and 
opposites, like sun and moon, or 
sea and land. 

By my teenage years, though, 

I began to get a sense of the way 
life sometimes falls outside black- 
and-white categories. Person- 
ally, I began to figure out more 
about my own sense of gender 
identity, and I wondered if all 
people were really divided into 


or moon, we shouldn't ex- 
pect all humans to fit into 
the categories of male and 
female. Instead of asking 
the text to define and label 
all that is, we can ask God to 
speak into the space between 
the words, between biblical 
times and our time, and be- 
tween categories we see as op- 
posites. 

When I asked Barclay if they 
identified with the concept of in- 
between places in space and time, 

their answer surprised me. I had 
always assumed that nonbinary 
people identified themselves as 
somewhere between male and fe- 
male. But Barclay said, “То say that 
уоште nonbinary innately suggests 
there is a binary, and my whole point 
f is that there's no such thing. We've 
created this formula and forced our 


) 


| 


male and female, as Genesis 1 word | A А : 
ecu ds Me Шо, ofc Ma / understanding of gender into it." In- 
US ie 222. "d ang Л W Vines stead of seeing themselves as halfway 
ЧУ у, between male and female, Barclay and 


ites tended to separate their world 

into binaries (take a look at the kashrut laws 

that govern acceptable and unacceptable foods, for 

instance), it's not surprising that Genesis 1:27 breaks humans 

into two groups as well—male and female. But this verse does not 
discredit other sexes or genders, any more than the verse about the 
separation of day from night rejects the existence of dawn and dusk, 
or the separation of land from sea rejects the existence of marshes 
and estuaries. 

United Methodist deacon M Barclay, who identifies as neither 
male nor female but as nonbinary, puts it this way: "This chapter talks 
about night and day and land and water, but we have dusk and we 
have marshes. These verses don't mean 'there's only land and water, 
and there's nowhere where these two meet.' These binaries aren't 
meant to speak to all of reality—they invite us into thinking about 
everything between and beyond." 

Just as we call God the Alpha and the Omega, implying all things 
from first to last and in between, the author of Genesis 1 is using a 
poetic device to corral the infinite diversity of creation into categories 
we can easily understand. 

When we attempt to box God's creation in by looking to Genesis 
1:27 and expecting every person on Earth to fall into line, we're ask- 
ing the text the wrong question. If Genesis 1 was meant to describe 
the world as it is, the biblical authors would have needed a scroll hun- 
dreds of feet long to name creature after creature from the elephant 
down to the paramecium. Just as we wouldn't expect astronomers to 
cram things like comets and black holes into the categories of sun 


many other nonbinary people identify as 
something completely different. 

"Im very convicted to speak about 

my own nonbinary identity not as an ‘in- 

between,’ but as a ‘more,” they told me. “So, 

for instance, as someone who’s bisexual, I don’t 

think of myself as half gay and half straight. I’m something else. I 

know some nonbinary people think of themselves as half man and 

half woman, but I don’t. When we open the [gender binary] boxes, 

it’s much more a scattering of things than a line.” 

Spectrums are a wonderful form of freedom, but charting our 
identities along a line in two dimensions has its limitations. We don’t 
see each other, or ourselves, in only two dimensions. Bisexual and 
nonbinary advocates are suggesting that it’s long past time to update 
our ideology. Perhaps, instead of insisting that each person can be 
charted along a line, we should be looking up and seeing that the 
multitude of sexualities and gender identities exist in 3D, sprinkled 
through space like the stars. 

This movement from homogeneity to diversity, and from strict 
boundaries to ever-widening circles plays out in scripture from Gen- 
esis to Revelation, and transgender Christians today are beginning to 
notice. Rather than leaving the church, they’re claiming their place 
and telling their stories. They’re giving us the freedom to recognize 
that nobody fits neatly into just one box. m 


Learn more about Austen Hartke at www.austenhartke.com. 
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PATIOS FURNITURE 


Budget Payments - Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Rd, • Minnetonka, MN 55345 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 


New • Used : Rental - Repairs • Storage 


&% 
South 
Twin Cities 


Embracing. Loving. Empowering. 


+ Acoustics & Traditional Pipe Organ, Piano = 
EN -Seating for 200+ ‘LGBT Welcoming+Gay Pasto 
rii | -Ample Free Parking *Gym/Fellowship Space 


; қ à | Garden Courtyard “4120 17th Ave. S, in S.Mpls 


7950 First Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55420 eee ee 
www.unitysouth.org TA Bethel Evange cal Lutheran Church Ӯ ? 612.724.3693 An Open & Affirming, 


Welcoming Community of 
Michael Servetus 
Unitarian Society 


Faith in the Heart of the 
Twin Cities: Come to a 
A multi-generational, inclusive, 
and inspired Unitarian 


place where you can 
explore, be curious, and 
ask questions. 
Universalist Community of | = АКЕНЕ, | 
2 ! ААЛ Z 71 = 
seekers who grow in faith Ne love Pride! Visit us in the purple zone 
together. Cherokee Park United Church) at Twin Cities Pride! 
A progressive congregation) 
on St Pauls West Side: 
ууууспегокеераткипте‚ org) 


Celebrate Pride! HENNEPIN AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


We are proud to be a Reconciling congregation 
that welcomes all persons without regard 
to age, race, culture, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, family configuration, 
religious background, economic status, 
or developmental and physical ability. 


Happy Pride! 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church 
1900 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
612/871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


А 


ЕЕ E т 511 Groveland Avenue | Minneapolis | haumc.org 
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United in a common 
commitment to Judaism 


Wishing Everyone a 


HAPPY PRIDE! 


Congregation 
10500 Hillside Lane W. е Minnetonka 


(952) 545-2424 


Temple of 
616 S. Mississippi River Rd. * St. Paul 
(651) 


www.templeofaaron.org 


D DAVIS 
LAW OFFICE 


WE CAN HELP WITH: 


Second-Parent Adoptions 
Known Donor Agreements 
Prenups & Postnups 
Estate Planning 

Mediation 

Divorce Consultation 


LEARN MORE AT DAVISMEANSBUSINESS.COM 


HAPPY PRIDE! 


m 


From our family to yours. 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 
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: QUORUM: 


MINNESOTA'S 
LGBTQ+ AND ALLIED 
. BUSINESS COMMUNITY 


7 
^U 
MMN.CON 


Celebrate Diversity and 
Inclusion with Quorum as we 
are honored by US Bank and 

the Minnesota Lynx at the 
Lynx's Pride night at Target 
Center on June 16th! 


Come visit the Quorum Village 
at our new location 


- North end of the park by the tennis 
courts 

- Get your free Quorum Pride edition 
temporary tattoos! 

- contact 
Rebecca@twincitiesquorurm.com 
to register to table with us in park 


Register your business to march 
with our "Drill Team" in the Parade 
as we celebrate "Building" a more 
inclusive business community with 
our Parade sponsor Wonderwoman 

Construction! 


Building Science 
Specialists 


Renovations 
Additions 
Kitchens 


Electrical & 
Plumbing too! 


Contact 
Rebecca@twincitiesquorum.com 


Save The Date! Join us for 
Quorum's first Business Equality 
Summit sponsored by Best Buy 
on July 16th. 
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Bins A 


Barbara A. Wickstrand 


REALTOR®/ 
LEASING SPECIALIST 


Direct: 

612-245-0088 
таш 
BRIDGE 
REALTY 


winningedge2007@comcast.net 
1101|E 78th Street 

|| Suite 300 

Bloomington, MN 55420 


SB BRAD BEMOWSKI 


(9:9) 1 0 e © 76 1 
brad@cbburnet.com 
bradbemowski.com 


p 
COLDWCLL 
BANKER O 
BURNET 


rated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. [R 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


ч f 
6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


А 
THRIVENT 


FINANCIAL* 


What Is Your Enough? 
Patti Powell 


Financial Associate 
Twin Cities Region 


Office: 763-252-4447 

9220 Bass Lake Rd. Suite 385 
New Hope MN 55428 

Email: patti.powell@thrivent.com 


M MILLOT & STARKS 


Law OFFICE PLLC 


Estate Planning, 
LGBT+, Civil Litigation 
612-337-9520 


www.millotandstarkslaw.com 


clients 
Amunity!" 


Amy mee RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 


ANGIE SHERER 
Mortgage Consultant 


ANGIE SHERER TEAM 


NMLS#¥ 373912 


612-644-9948 
ANGIESHERER.COM 
LeaderOne’ 


Financial Corporation 
NMLS# 1200 


Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, 


family of origin, abuse, trauma, 


c ... AA 
coming out issues, life transitions, / а 
. . ter 7 .. 7 
addictions, clinical supervision. i 
Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 


collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 


Office: (651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildsthberapyO gmail.com 


COLDWCLL 
BANKGR 3 


BURNET ez 


"The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve" 


Мегіугісегіреісі 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.cor 


CrossCountry 


More than a Mortgage 
NMLS3029 
A lender you can trust. 
* 5-Star Service on Facebook, 
Zillow, and Yelp 
* Serving Greater 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul area | 
* Homes for Heroes affiliate | 


Tyler J. Mulcahey 
Loan Officer, NMLS #1243885 
507.837.9775 | 
tyler.mulcahey@myccmortgage.com 
www.TyTheMortgageGuy.com A 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


Pamela M Petersen кыта 
shout@outloudpromos.com 

Pamela Petersen Agency А 

(651) 439-8442 

(651) 336-4615 


JU Ge ay 115СОҒУ ІП 50 states 


гаса мн facebook. c 


612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.WeSellMNHomes.com 


| uU BEA YAS 


~ RESULTS an 


fe py 


FARMERS 


PROTECTING 


RIDE 


1 LGBTQ Owned Agency 


1229 Tyler ST NE, Suite 254 Minneapolis, MN 55413 
Office: 612-208-0276 * Email: nfox@farmersagent.com 
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И» courtesy of the Animal Humane ociety 
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Adoption fees at rescue organizations like AHS до back to helping the animals taken in. 


ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY - 
HOW TO FIND A NEW PET 


Adopting a new pet can be a wonderful and fun experience. Growing numbers of the GLBT 
community and beyond are looking to rescue organizations, instead of breeders or pet stores, 
for their animal companions. In fact, I adopted my own rescue, Armani, back in 2015 and 
I've never looked back [read "Armani Chose Me: A Rescue Story" in Lavender, Issue 523]. 


Adoption is a great way to ensure you're providing an animal in 
need with a second chance—all while helping even more animals 
get the care they need. Adoption fees at rescues like Animal Hu- 
mane Society (AHS) go back to helping the animals taken in each 
year, offsetting the costs of providing shelter, medical care, and 
behavior treatment to give animals in need a chance at finding a 
new home. 

AHS Society takes in about 23,000 animals each year, with the ma- 
jority being dogs and cats. But there's a companion animal for every- 
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one at AHS, as they take in a number of other critters such as rabbits, 
guinea pigs, hamsters, gerbils, and domestic mice and rats. They'll 
even have the occasional ferret, chinchilla, hedgehog, and bird look- 
ing for a new home. 

"Pets give us lots of love, but they can be a lot of work too," says 
Zach Nugent, AHS's media producer. “When you're looking to bring 
a new pet into your family, make sure everyone in your household is 
ready for that responsibility. From walks, to feeding, to cleaning up 
and training—there is some work involved." 


D CONTINUED ОМ PAGE 164 


FEATURING 
Jackson Galaxy 


Star of Animal Planet's 
My Cat From Hell 


Saturday, October 13 


MidPointe Event Center 
St. Paul, MN 


FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION: 
D 


Ball‏ و کے اا 
tier Da‏ 


T) 


Qa CREME. Hp “ | 
FelineRescue.org/Gli 


Сеаг 
| Grooming 
Í Treats - Toys ° Gifts 


Linden Hills 


4280 Sheridan Ave S 
| Minneapolis, MN 55410 


612-353-4045 


- www.copilotdogoutfitters.com 


a = Second Chance 
x © Animal Rescue 


А nonprofit 501(c)(3) all volunteer | Р 
dog and cat rescue organization Quality Medicine 
Surgery and Dentistry 


for 40 years 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


P.O. Box 10533, White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
651-771-5662 


612.522.4387 
2727 W. Broadway 


HELP SAVE ALIFE - Adopt ~ Foster Minneapolis 


AS SEEN AT: 
AT TS а 
S MINNESOTA 4 1 т 


OPEN; Tuesday - Friday (11am - 5pm) 
—— Saturday (10am - 4pm) 


2242 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114 


` DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS’ (651) 642-1946 


BEST DOG DAYCARE P We LITTLE or BIG 
6 BOARDING! — HM IRISH WOLFHOUND OR CHIHUAHUA 


WE'RE LOCATED AT 
821 2ND AVE N 
_ MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405 


Se es БЕ 


Ж: REE ES 


` HOW OFFERING ШШ 


EXPANDED 


GROOMING SERVICES! 


* Weekh Ice € One-time Cleaning 
* Vaction Cleaning 


call (612) 788-8390 or email office@petyardpickup.com 


WWW.DTDOSS.COM — _ 
CARD СМИТ BS NARE 


Sz 


www.petyardpickup.con 
YES WE Scoop Doc Poop 


<=? &% (лл? (АУЛАК 


we д е” Grooming Salon 
Isit our Х0-КІ > / М 
н ы ` t T | SPECIALIZING IN| FULL SERVICE) 
O П Shelter in Hast X 5 HS EMINUS GOES 
10 YOUR PET'S osi MAE as 8 ООШ, 
/ SS. а" rims NS 
- Volunteer i L E zu bait 


EXPERIENCE y 


* Donate 2600 Industrial Court 


Hasting, MN 55033 
www.animalarkmn.org 
(651) 772 8983 


Your New Best Friend 
Is Ready To Go Home 
VISIT US ON THE WEB! 


Ө” 


4809 Chicago Ave S 25 East Franklin Avenue 


Minneapolis, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417 MN 55404 
(612) 825-4427 (612) 607-0044 


MinnehahaAnimalHospital.com | PetDoctorsAnimalClinic.com 


FEAR FREE 
CERTIFIED 
^ Professional 


Webcams - 24 - hour supe 
South MPLS - 


61 AE re 
www.funcitydogs.com 


Wellness Plans, acupuncture & laser, 
complete medical, dental and surgical care 


Eliminate Your 
Electric Bills 


D'AMIC 
|». CATERING 
Intriguing Venues Imaginative С 


Impeccable Service Impressed б 


Sess Available - E 
CERIS 


IN 


N WAS 


We ern 


Frank Linn 
frank.linn@weknowsolar.com 
(715) 821-8427 


SS 


612.238.4444 damicocatering.c 
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The Animal Humane Society has locations in Golden Valley, Coon Rapids, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

Of course, that work is rewarded by the love and fun your new 
companion is sure to bring into your home. But new pet owners 
should be prepared for the work that goes into caring for an ani- 
mal—the main reason animals are returned to the shelter is because 
their owners weren't prepared for the training and patience it takes 
to adopt a new pet. 

"It's good to remember that a pet is a long-term responsibility— 
this is a companion that's going to be at your side for years to come," 
Nugent says. “Have patience, set up a routine, and don't be afraid 
to ask for help. Animal Humane Society is here—we offer training 
classes, a Pet Helpline at 952-HELP-PET, and lots of behavior and 
training resources online." 

Nugent's first bit of advice is to make sure you have all the initial 
supplies ready when you bring your new friend home, like food and 
water bowls, toys, and a litter box. Ultimately, being brought into a 
new space is going to be a big change for any animal, so be patient as 
your pet settles into their new home. 

“I think more and more, especially in the Twin Cities, people are 
valuing shelter pets and animals that have been rescued," Nugent 
says. "People recognize that there are so many animals in need and 
they want to help. They want to be able to give an animal a second 
chance and a fresh new start." 


The Animal Humane Society takes in around 23,000 animals a year. 


Despite the growing love and awareness of rescue animals, Nu- 
gent says there are still misconceptions. 

"One of the biggest myths we hear is that because an animal is in 
a shelter that means there must be something wrong with it—that 
couldn't be further from the truth,” he says. “Animals сап be in a 
shelter for a number of reasons, and just because they're here doesn't 
mean they won't make terrific companions." 

'This misconception often surfaces when older animals are in- 
volved. While puppies and kittens draw in the crowds and get adopted 
quickly, many senior animals are left seeking their forever homes— 
something that AHS knows all too well. 

"There's something special about an older animal, and we try to 
draw attention to that every opportunity we get," Nugent says. "Often 
times we get people who come to our shelter to look at a puppy, but 
then they take a look around and fall in love with an older dog, and 
that's wonderful. It's all about finding the right fit and often times you 
just know who's going to be your new best friend." 


Animal Humane Society has four locations throughout the Twin Cities metro 
area: Golden Valley, Coon Rapids, St. Paul, and Woodbury. AHS is a nonprofit 
organization that relies completely on donations and adoption and program 
fees. To learn more about AHS, visit www.animalhumanesociety.org. 
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With тоге than 80, 000 followers оп Twitter, 
BigGayNews.com is your source for GLBT news. 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday news featuring Local, National and International GLBT News. 


Best-In-Class 
Senior Living 


Choose a welcoming, worry-free 
lifestyle with excellent health care, 
great food made well & neighbors that 
call us best-in-class. 


Find your new home in: 
Anoka, Cambridge, Edina, Lakeville, 
Minneapolis, St. Anthony, St. Paul, 

West St. Paul, or White Bear Lake. 
Coming Soon: Minnetonka 


Call (612) 827-5931 or visit 
WalkerMethodist.org 


UNIQUE Mii? 


ESAT ШАЛЫН 952-955-7623 


Estate Planning, Guardianships and Probate Lawyer 


THE STATUS OF LGBT RIGHTS IS UNCERTAIN RIGHT NOW. 
Given the new rash of anti-LGBT legislation, it is critical that you act now to protect yourself 
and your family. Contact Unique Estate Law to meet with an attorney who can help keep 
you safe. | have over 10 years of experience working with LGBT families to protect their 
rights, including the right to make medical and financial decisions. 


WILLS & TRUSTS 
Assisting you to protect your family's future financial needs 
with a custom-drafted will or trust. 


MEDICAL DIRECTIVES 


Be sure your loved one can make your medical decisions. 


PROBATE 


Providing guidance after the death of a loved one. 


ADOPTIONS 


Marriage may not be enough. Make sure you protect your 


relationship with your children. CHRIS TYMCHUCK 
GUARDIANSHIPS/CONSERVATORSHIPS ATTORNEY 


Working to ensure you are the guardian of an incapacitated loved one 


Passionately Protecting Your Family Against an Uncertain Future 
3 Metro Locations: Minneapolis * Bloomington * St. Louis Park 


WWW.UNIQUEESTATELAW.COM 


ComForCare 


HOME CARE е 
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"He may have dementia, but he is still the love of my life.’ 


Our quality caregivers have received custom training. 

Your dementia caregiver will: 
e Implement proven practices for dementia care 
e Follow strategies to decrease challenging dementia behavior 
° Meet physical and emotional needs 
° Engage in meaningful activities 

Count on us for specialized dementia care when you need it! 
With ComForCare at your side, you can expect customized care that focuses 
on your loved one’s needs and preferences and so much more. 
ac de 
DementiaWise. 


Creating Better Days 


Paula Anderson, MS, LADC, Owner-Manager | Robert Reynnells, Owner-Manager 
(651) 333-4244 | ComForCare.com 
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7 SENIOR LIVING 
PR | [) E • By Terrance Griep * 


DAYS OF 
FUTURE PRIDE 


Pioneers Remember the Dark Days Before Rainbows 


Western Hemisphere. That era was Night to the 
current era’s Day. 

Stonewall was commemorated for the first 
time within the Twin Cities three years later. 
The granddaddy of the Twin Cities Pride Pa- 
rade was a rowdy, fifty-person protest march 
on the Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapo- 
lis. The following year, in 1973, Twin Cities 
Pride, such as it was, grew impressively. “Gay 

Pride Week” consisted of a picnic, a march, a 
dance, a softball game, and canoeing. The follow- 
ing year, 150 participants were wowed by the first 
transgender speaker. 
And then, not too long afterwards, George Hold- 
grafer made the scene. “Гуе been there since the begin- 


The youngest members of our GLBT tribe A | 
could be forgiven for concluding that Pride 4 
was little more than an excuse for compa- 
nies, big and small, to cash in. Modern 
Pride is used to sell virtually anything, 
from drink specials to servers, phone 
plans to car rentals, and all things in be- 
tween. 

What's too often forgotten—or worse, 
never known—is that that Pride is a com- 
memoration of a police raid at Manhattan's 
Stonewall Inn on June 28, 1969... or, more 
accurately, the long-overdue resistance that 
that raid inspired. This transpired in a time when 
being openly gay could get you fired, de-familied, or 


д = Н А George Holdgrafer. Photo . К ЖЕНЕ: 
even finished, іп New York City or anywhere else in the by Sophia Hantzes ning,” he says. “Well, almost since the beginning." 
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SENIOR / NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR COMPANIONS & 

FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAMS > Lutheran ae Get a FULL YEAR of 

Make a difference in your community! FN LAVENDER 
GET STARTED TODAY 

e Earn а TAX—FREE Income and Mileage Call 651.210.9440 — 


Reimbursement by becoming a volunteer ^ TAVDAN 
companion or foster grandparent! Vv 


e Mentor and tutor elementary age students in your 
local schools! 


Y N 
M Home & 
GARDEN fur 


e Provide companionship and assistance to older 


adults in your community! Sa І 
LavenderMagazine.com/ subscribe 
26 Issues at $0 + 3rd Class Mailing = $1 PER ISSUE 


www.lssmn.org/seniorcorps 


166 | LAVENDER | JUNE 7JUNE 20, 2018 


Jones-Harrison 


WE'RE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 4 ШЕН AUT AR me 
160 іші; 


r washburn-mcreavy.com 
, И j E mH Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 
Jane and her partner have placed 


their trust in Jones-Harrison to care 


for both their mothers! 


ө 
Advanced planning 
Dx МАШИ = | а a е ° 
All management and staff at Jones-Harrison have been through | 5 а g ift of | ove е 
training directed by Training to Serve to ensure everyone is cared for in a 


respectful and appropriate manner and are dedicated to non-discrimination 


| | 
based оп sexual orientation and gender identity. % h OW yo u r fa m { у 
ASSISTED LIVING * LONG TERM CARE * TRANSITIONAL CARE/REHABILITATION 


you care. 
LONG TERM MEMORY CARE * WELLNESS 


3700 Cedar Lake Ave, ° ° 
" 22222 Minneapolis, MN 55416 For a FREE planning guide 
Jones-Harrison 


P 612.920.2030 
RESIDENCE 


please call 612.377.7841 
www,Jones-Harrison.org 


Aging isn't easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, Right at Home offers services for 

almost any situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy life in the comfort of a 

familiar environment. And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of caregiving. 
Give us a call and let us develop a Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Jason Schuck 


2012 Business of the Year 
Directors Assistant 


952-473-5577 


www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 


Where Service is Tradition. % 
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Harry Hartigan. Photo courtesy of Harry Hartigan 


Born in 1951, Holdgrafer, who would eventually go on to co-found 
a little sumpin’ known as Lavender Magazine, started off small, advo- 
cacy-wise. 

“I was a late bloomer,” he says іп an apologetic tone. “I finally decid- 
ed to come out of the closet because I was tired of being in it. Besides, 
all of my friends already knew." 

As Twin Cities Pride took a shape somewhat similar to its current 
form, Holdgrafer stepped from not just out of the closet but into the 
limelight. 

“Т served on the local Pride board from 1988 to 1995," he notes with 
characteristic matter-of-factness. Holdgrafer also became a champion 


for such “gay newspapers” as Equal Time and GLC Voice (which ap- 
pealed to Gays, Lesbians, and Civilized others). This gave members 
of the local pre-GLBT community a chance to belong... assuming they 
wanted it. 

Which brings us to Harry Hartigan. 

Now seventy years old and recently ordained as a priest of Saint 
Theresa’s Catholic Apostolic Church in North America, Hartigan had 
endured a childhood filled to the brim with gay-centric bullying. 

“Queer has a different meaning today," observes Hartigan, “but 
back then, it was a terrible word—a terrible, terrible word." 

Coming of age during the Vietnam era, young Hartigan was nudged 
into the United States Navy where his clerical duties lent him a front 
row seat to the outing and kicking-out of gay sailors. The message from 
the Navy was the same from his childhood tormentors: “Being gay is 
not okay." 

At age 21, Hartigan did what society told him he should do. He got 
married and (eventually) had kids. In 1978, he moved from Chicago 
to Minneapolis in support of a job with Target Corporation. Although 
it's considered a staunch GLBT ally today, the Target Corporation was 
in that time more concerned with things other than human rights. Its 
“wholesome image,” as Hartigan remembers it, was key, and gay em- 
ployees ran counter to that presentation. 

Hartigan's life fell into a dreary pattern: he would go to work, visit 
gay bars after hours, "then," he remembers with a laugh, “оо home 
and be miserable." Breaking this paradigm, Hartigan began further- 
ing his education. During this pursuit, Hartigan encountered an openly 
lesbian professor whose very presence forced him to reevaluate his 
own life and eventually come out. Soon after, his employer informed 
him that his services were no longer required because of company 
“streamlining.” 


"Kids are coming out earlier. 
It's not any easter today, but 
there is more help." 


Hartigan persisted, working various jobs over the ensuing decades, 
always maintaining a strong interest in formalized spirituality as he 
went. He’s well pleased with the progress made by the GLBT communi- 
ty since his own salad days...but he maintains a hefty dose of sympathy. 

“Kids are coming out earlier,” Hartigan observes. “It’s not any easi- 
er today, but there is more help.” 

The discrimination that defined Hartigan’s existence still exists to- 
day, but, Hartigan notes slyly, “You have to stop and think about it.” 

So yes—this summer, do enjoy your discounted drinks, servers, 
phone plans, and car rentals... but please never forget that Twin Cities 
Pride is deeply rooted in history—his story. And your history, too. 
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INSTANT 
SAVINGS 


Air Conditioners * Including Ductless Systems 
Plus, qualifying utility rebates 


$0 DOWN • 0% INTEREST 


› Family-Owned Since 1930 


› Smart Club!" : : 

>i Heating & Cooling Systems 

Maintenance Plan WHATEVER 
Service On All Brands IT TAKES: 


Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardheating.com 


Not valid with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Installation must be completed by June 30, 2018 


450 Valleywood Circle, Golden Valley 


4BR/3BA : Master suite - Beautifully landscaped 
Quiet Culdesac · luos Tor ee 
See more info ағ! 50Vall 


Christopher Wasilensky 
612-720-2564 е 
Christopher@CWHomeTeam.com 


K REALTOR" 
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` INTEGRITY LAKES MLS 
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Each office is independently owned and operated. 
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FAMILY & FRIENDS 
* Бу Chris Tarbox * 
Photos by Chris Tarbox % 


BALLAD 


X 


OF DAD AND PAPI 


It doesn't take much to recognize the overwhelming sense of familial bliss in the Nabozny 
household. Situated in a picturesque suburban home in Brooklyn Park, you can just get how 
Jamie Nabozny, his husband Bo, and their four children are a picture-perfect example of what 
makes a truly happy family. 


Of course, in a day and age when the definition of “family” has 
broadened and expanded, Nabozny isn’t lost on the fact that being 
one-half of a same-sex couple doesn’t dilute or negate the special 
bonds his own family has created. 

“I think over the last fifty years, I would say what makes up a fam- 
ily in the United States has changed drastically: from single-parent 
families to grandparents raising their grandchildren, to same-sex 
couples,” said Nabozny. “So I think there's a lot of things that have 
changed, and the definition of family has changed and broadened." 


Nabozny, who works in community engagement for Sunrise 
Banks, originally hoped to parlay his love of helping others into a 
career as a young adult. 

“T went to college to be a social worker,” said Nabozny. “I ended up 
spending a year being a social worker, and realized I wasn't quite cut 
out for social work. And then I ended up getting into banking. What 
Ilove about what I do now is I actually get to be a social worker at a 
bank." 
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AWESOME HAPPENS ON SHAW FLOORS 


FLOORS 


Magic Carpets, a Shaw Flooring Center 
7400 Lakeland Ave N 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55428 Call Mark at 763-424-5499 for a 


FREE Design Consultation and 
WWW.MAGICCARPETS.BIZ Special LAVENDER Pricing 
CARPET • HARDWOOD « LUXURY VINYL е LAMINATE * AREA RUGS 


Reproductive Medicine and 
Infertility Associates 


PROUD TO 
SUPPORT 


in the LGBTQ 
Community 


Learn More About Our Services at 


КМ ЛА 


Reproductive Medicine and Infertility Associates 
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FAMILY & FRIENDS 


NU dia Fa 


Jamie and Bo Nabozny have four adopted sons, and live in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. 


As part of his work with Sunrise, Nabozny spends a lot of time with 
the nonprofit community, engaging in volunteer work, and bringing 
volunteers from the bank into the community for charitable purposes. 
Jamie and Bo also offer their time and resources to the Family Equal- 
ity Council, a nonprofit offering legal resources to GLBT families. But 
one of the primary catalysts for Jamie’s socially conscious work was a 
period of personal pain and tragedy in his youth. 

“I grew up in Ashland, Wisconsin, and I was targeted from a very 
early age because kids thought that I was gay,” said Nabozny. “That 
harassment eventually got so bad that the last time that I got beat up, 


I was hospitalized. With the help of Lambda Legal, I filed a lawsuit 
in federal court for them failing to protect me because of my sexual 
orientation and my gender.” 

The case, Nabozny v. Podlesny, was eventually heard in the seventh 
circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals, with a jury determining that school 
officials had failed to protect Nabozny from bullying and harassment. 
The outcome of the case had a far-reaching effect nationwide in how 
schools protect children from harassment, with the U.S. Department 
of Education enforcing a Title IX mandate for schools to provide a safe 
and welcoming environment for students, including GLBT children. 


NEED DIRT? CALL 
DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Residential & Commercial 
* Over 70 years In The Business 
* Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils 
* Black Dirt & Peat 
* Custom Mixtures 


www.dalegreencompany.com 
*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 


952-894-5812 
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Serving une Entire Maro 


Conveniently Located 
Off Hwy 35W 
1308 W. Hwy. 13 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
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RUNNING.. 


RUN WITH PRIDE 


UPTOWN 
2327 Hennepin Ave. Mpls • 612.236.4133 


WWW.FITISTRUNNING.COM 
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Giving back is an integral 
part of my business. Buy 
or sell with me, and I will 
make a gift to an LGBTQ+ 
advocacy group of your 
choice. 


Follow me on IG or FB - for each | 
new follower during Pride month, | \ 
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community. | | \ 
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'I want to make a mark 


on this world.'" 
— Bebe Rexha 


Walker Reams Daugherty 
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FAMILY & FRIENDS 


Jamie Nabozny, pictured with his dog Tino, works in community engagement for 
Sunrise Banks. 


"The experience that I had in high school definitely shaped who 
I am, and part of the reason that I wanted to be a social worker was 
because of that experience," said Nabozny. “I’m a people person, I 
love people, and that's why I had a lot of success in banking. And now 
I get to combine those two passions at Sunrise Banks, where I get to 
be... a social worker who happens to work for a bank.” 


Now having lived in the Twin Cities area since he was 17, Nabozny 
rebuilt his life both professionally and personally. Ten years ago, Ja- 
mie met Bo in a fashion becoming more and more the norm. 

“We met the old-fashioned way: on a physical computer. We did 
not meet on a phone. We met on a dating site over ten years ago," said 
Jamie. "This is actually our ten year anniversary. We got married in 
Minnesota before it was legal, because we didn't think it would be for 
along time. And the very next year, it became legal." 

Bo, who works for the commercial real estate company CBRE, 
didn't mince words when it came to describing Jamie as a father and 
a husband. 

“Нез been an amazing dad," said Bo. “He’s so caring, giving, 
wants to make sure that everybody's included. He's just loving, that's 
what it comes down to." 

And there was more than enough love to go around, which led to 
Jamie and Bo deciding to adopt. The couple moved to Brooklyn Park 
to start a family, and are now the proud parents of four boys: AJ, Val, 
Juan, and Brandon. 

“We got them in batches of two,” said Jamie. “One of the reasons 
we wanted to adopt a sibling group was because we wanted to do one 
adoption and be done. We adopted Brandon and Juan, and then over 
the course of a year, we got to know their brothers, and then we were 
approached to ask if we could bring their brothers back together and 
adopt the older two, and we had absolutely zero issues with saying 


» 


yes. 


Benjani Mu BM " 
For exceptional color. “ЖЕ 


Hirshfield's 


Paints - Wallcoverings e Window Fashions 


30 locations throughout the Twin Cities and Minnesota 
find your neighborhood store at hirshfields.com 
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AllEnergySolar.com 


Phone: +1 651 401 8522 
1642 Carroll Ave. Saint Paul, MN 55104 


FAMILY & FRIENDS 


Jamie Nabozny, left, and his husband Bo, right, 
have been together for a decade. 


Although Jamie—"Dad" to the boys— 
and Bo—better known as "Papi"— аге 
thrilled to be raising their sons—as well 
as their dog Tino—Jamie admitted that 
there can be obstacles on the road to be- 
ing a gay parent. 

“T would say 98 percent of the time, 
things are really smooth," said Jamie. 
"The things that worry us are more of 
the legal matters, and also traveling. It's 
something we think quite a bit about: if 
we take a vacation, where are we going 
to go, what documents we need to bring 
to prove that we're their parents. Those 
are types of things that straight couples 
would never have to worry about." 

Luckily, Jamie and Bo gushed over 
their community's acceptance of their 
family, with Jamie describing it as “ас- 
ceptance beyond our wildest dreams." 
Jamie's parents also live with the fam- 
ily to help raise the boys due to Jamie 
and Bo's jobs, and while the couple are 
certainly basking in the bliss of family, 
they're not slowing down on fighting for 
families like them. 

“We fight for other queer families by 
donating money to organizations who 
support families like ours," said Jamie. 
“We pay attention to what's happen- 
ing both in the state of Minnesota and 
around the country as far as laws that 
are being proposed, both for and against 
our families. (Staying aware) is just a big 
part of staying on top of things, and mak- 
ing sure that bad things don't happen to 
families like ours." 


REMODELING DONE RIGHT. 


ALWAYS. 
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CONSTRUCTION 
REMODELING AND 
LANDSCAPING 
www.mnenvision.com 
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LICENSE NUMBER 703348 
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Furniture • Home Décor: Lighting 


Wayzata Home Center 
1250 E Wayzata Blvd | Wayzata, MN 55391 


0 | www.chazininteriors.com 


Let Chazin Interiors 
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Complimentary Staging Services 
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Christopher Michael Carter 
Supposed Crimes LLC 
$8.99 e-book/Kindle; $17.99 paperback 


Space adventures usually start with a spectrum of crew 
members, who meet their various fates along the way. 
Carter opens with a ship already well lost in space, the 
sole survivor black, lesbian Dr. Angelique Puck. The rest 
of the crew, met through flashbacks, are dead weight, 
now wrapped frozen in the hold. They had flown on a 
medical mission, following up on Angelique's previous 
discoveries, seeking a cure for Rabid Neural Stasis, a 
vampire-like disease ravaging Earth. Her parents were 
among its victims, and she, in her own fashion, was 
affected, dumped in space by her Earthbound girlfriend 
for her single-mindedness. Can she alone save the Capaci- 
tance? What killed the rest of the crew? Carter skates on 
the rim of believability, but pulls it off. 


Ed. Sheyna Galyan, Christina Glendenning, Timya 
Owen 

Twin Cities Chapter of Sisters in Crime 

$15.95 


“Minnesota nice” is only a supporting surface, hovering 
above our 10,000 lakes. Sometimes it’s robust enough to 
support life, sometimes it cracks, sucking victims into the 
abyss. Following the group’s first anthology, Festival of 
Crime, of dirty deeds amongst gaiety, the 19 tales here are 
all based on historical events from pre-statehood to pres- 
ent. Former flight attendant Cheryl Ulliot’s “The Profes- 
sional” involves the famed Stratocruiser; Barbara Deese’s 
“Twisted,” an Anoka tornado, a mental hospital, and mur- 
der; Christine Husom’s “The Birthday Box,” a German 
POW and forbidden love; Greg Dalgher’s “Misty,” an ee- 
rie ghost tale based on the 1991 Halloween perfect storm. 
The writing is uniformly crisp, the stories refreshingly 
sinister takes on real-time events. An excellent volume for 
late night, dark of the moon entertainment. 


Mallory Ortberg 
Henry Holt and Company 
$17 


You may, as a kid, have seen the Fractured Fairy Tales on 
the Rocky and Bullwinkle TV show. They had a pleasingly 
ironic and shady twist. Amusing today, yes, but not a be- 
ginner’s version of Ortberg’s stygian take on these famil- 
iar tales. The title’s “Horror” is the operative word. Open- 
ing with “The Daughter Cells,” a creature from the sea 
gets the prince—and the princess—in her own special, 
forever way. The 1961 Fractured “The Frog Prince” was 
unsettling, but “The Frog’s Princess” goes far beyond, 
probing the outer limits of “unlucky.” Ortberg provides a 
handy “Sources and Influences” list for her tales, in case 
you don’t recognize the originals; still, “Margery Williams 
‘The Velveteen Rabbit" won't nearly prepare you for the 
malevolence that awaits. Best read after dark. 


Dianna Hunter 
University of Minnesota Press 
$18.95 


Dianna Hunter's memoir chronicles her involvement 

in the lesbian-feminist movement from its earliest days 
through the '60s and ’70s. From her home in Minot, 
North Dakota, Hunter ventures to the Twin Cities for 
college, thence to rural Minnesota and Wisconsin, living 
on all-women farms and collectives; like Haidiya, Rising 
Moon, Ме]% Place, Del Lago, and Pliny. Often using only 
hand tools and horse-drawn machinery, they hewed to 

a utopian all-woman vision; self-sustaining, free from 
“patriarchy, militarism, and capitalism.” After working 
six years for a dairy farmer, Hunter was able to purchase 
her own dairy farm. She beat the vagaries of weather, but 
not the 1980's farm crisis. Now, as an academic, Hunter 
shares her younger self; ups, downs, and the growing 
self-awareness all must face. 
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Gay rights icon Cleve Jones speaks at a 2017 NAGLREP function. Photo courtesy of NAGLREP 


A TRULY OPEN HOUSE 


As a member of the GLBT community, it’s always comforting to know you have an advocate in your 
corner. And in a climate where housing discrimination 1s still a reality for plenty of Americans, it’s even 
better when that advocate is looking out for your best interests where real estate is concerned. 


The 2,000-plus members of NAGLREP (the National Association 
of Gay & Lesbian Real Estate Professionals) advocate on behalf of 
the rights of the GLBT community when it comes to housing and 
discrimination laws. 

Founded in 2007, NAGLREP partners with the civil rights com- 
munity, local and state realtor associations, and the National Asso- 
ciation of Realtors to support fair housing for the GLBT community. 
NAGLREP supports folks through any phase of the real estate pro- 
cess—purchase, refinance, inspection, insurance, financial advisory, 
building, and more. To further their mission, NAGLREP works with 
legislators at the local, state, and federal level to fight to eliminate all 
discrimination laws and provide fair and equal rights. 

The current president of NAGLREP’s Minnesota chapter, Ryan 
Weyandt, says housing discrimination is alive and well in 2018. 

“All one has to do is look at the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Secretary’s reversal on certain protections to 
know that’s true,” he says. “We’re here to advocate for the rights of 
our diverse segment in the real estate industry and to put customers 
in touch with professionals who will provide an LGBT/Q friendly, or 
at the very least non-judgmental, experience.” 

Weyandt got involved as a loan officer after hearing about count- 
less other trade associations and seeking out a space for the GLBT 
community. 

“Without the community knowing we exist, we stop existing,” he 
says, adding that it’s important to keep GLBT buyers connected with 


the real estate industry because of the community’s $1 trillion of buy- 
ing power. 

*We have significantly more capital tied up in our diverse segment 
than any other minority segment out there; in fact, several of them 
combined don't account for the purchase power the LGBT commu- 
nity represents. Why? I can't answer that," he says. "All I know is 
that with the rental market going crazy and rent prices what they are 
in the Twin Cities, the vast majority of people paying rent would not 
only qualify, but actually save money on a monthly basis if they were 
paying a mortgage instead of paying rent to cover someone else's 
mortgage." 

Weyandt says the organization is always looking for the best path 
forward, including talking with two of the largest chambers of com- 
merce in the state: St. Paul and Quorum, the GLBT chamber. He 
adds, "Since we're a newer chapter, we've been presented with a lot 
of options for membership and want to ensure that we're investing in 
the right places, with the right outfits." 

Home buyers and real estate agents looking to connect with NA- 
GLREP can look no further than their website, www.naglrep.com. 
Featuring an online directory hosted on the national website, users 
can enter their city or state and be connected instantly with profes- 
sionals in that area who are part of the community or allies. 

But the easiest way to help NAGLREP in its mission, according to 
Weyandt, is to spread the word. 
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NAGLREP boasts over 2,000 members among its ranks. Photo courtesy of NAGLREP 


“If an elected official can get elected 
based on hypothetical or proposed state- 
ments, why can't a nonprofit propose eradi- 
cation of discrimination?" he says. 

The Minnesota chapter of NAGLREP is 
focused on two aspects: awareness and advo- 
cacy. "We want to get the message out, that 
we're out there! We're here to help," he says. 
“Just get in touch if you need help and we 
can find someone to work with you or at least 
provide guidance if you're not ready to dive 
in head-first." 

Weyandt is also thankful for the support 
of the broader Twin Cities and Minnesota 
community. 

*We're blessed (and I use that word with 
intent) that we have the full support of the 
other minority trade associations in the 
state," he says. "The industry is overwhelm- 
ingly on our side! It's been an incredibly 
humbling and refreshing experience to lead 
this association for the state over the past 
few months—we have support. YOU have 
support. Happy Pride." m 


To contact NAGLREP MN and support their mission: 
Email: naglreptc(ügmail.com 


www.facebook.com/naglreptc housing discrimination. Photo courtesy of NAGLREP 


The National Association of Gay & Lesbian Real Estate Professionals advocate on behalf of GLBT people facing 


180 | LAVENDER | JUNE 7JUNE 20, 2018 


ELK RIVER: 15612 JARVIS ST. NW e 763-441-7011 
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WWW.FURNITUREANDTHINGS.COM 
WORTH THE TRIP! 


• CUSTOMER SERVICE 


• USA MADE FURNITURE 
• DECORATING AND DESIGN HELP 
+ FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
e SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE'S TASTE 


a 


" ап. warmed surfaces. The comfortable feel of worn-smooth wood. 
NEW! : Imagine enjoying these with virtually no maintenance. We invite you to 
experience the new Natural Finishes Collection. Our newest collection 


atural Finishes combines the beauty of natural wood with Hug benefits HL As 


sa 525 жей 


Haga In Stock inventory of: 
Patio Furniture е Gazebos е Sheds 
Pergolas е Pottery е Fountains 
Garden Accessories 

Plus 12 Acres of Outdoor Treasures! 


13745 Sunfish Lake Blvd. (Hwy. 10 & Sunfish), Anoka, ММ 55303 » 763.427.4103 » PlantsAndThingsUSA.com 
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Minneapolis-based 
interior designer Billy 
Beson has made a name 
for himself on both a 
local and national stage. 
Photo by Becca Sabot 


ГӨ WHAT? 
THE INSID 


Billy Beson shares insight into his interior design company. 
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COMFORT CRAFT” Comfort Craft maintenance-free outdoor furniture 


is available exclusively at Patio Town! 
patiotown.com | info@patiotown.com 


HOME & GARDEN 


Billy Beson Company specializes in designing kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and more. Photo by AdanTorres 


Born to be an interior designer, Billy Beson 
has proven to have an eye for design since he 
discovered his talent and passion in college. As 
a student at the University of Minnesota, Beson 
was studying studio arts when he realized that 
interior design was the path for him. After tak- 
ing classes in printmaking, painting, and sculpt- 
ing, Beson discovered his niche for interior 
design after working with his mom’s interior 
designer brother Robert Lenox one summer. 
And the rest is history. 

Billy Beson Company works with its clients 
to provide personalized, quality spaces with an 
emphasis on detail. Beson says they often col- 
laborate with architects or provide architecture 
services on their own. 

^We specify moldings, design kitchens, 
bathrooms, bedrooms, living rooms, and we do 
everything that goes into creating a house," he 
says. "From bed covers, window treatments, 
fabrics, and materials, right down to dishes, 


sheets, and towels if the client wants us to do 
that." 

Beson says the majority of their projects are 
for multi-million dollar homes, but he is a firm 
believer that everyone deserves good design, 
regardless of budget. Beson does a lot of pub- 
lic speaking, including radio shows and HGTV, 
where he offers advice for people who are look- 
ing for high-end designs without the high-end 
price tag. 

"Luckily, with the internet and cheaper 
stores, there is something for every price level. 
Anyone can get good design at a rate that they 
can afford, and I help them work through that 
process," he says. 

In addition to this, Billy says he keeps an- 
other philosophy in mind when designing any 
interior. Beson says he always keeps in mind 
that he's designing for someone else's tastes, 
not his own. 

“It’s not about me and what I like or don't 
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like, but it's about taking the client's style and 
taste and funneling that through everything 
they do—give them the perfect environment," 
he says. ^No two houses are at all alike because 
no two people are alike." 

While Bill Beson Company's clientele 
is largely comprised of the top five percent 
economically, Beson says they don't see many 
GLBT clients come through. 

“I don't really know why we don't have 
many GLBT clients, other than they want to do 
it themselves. Most GLBT community mem- 
bers have a flair for what they want, and with 
resources available through the internet and 
other GLBT resources, they have the ability 
to do it themselves," he says. "Typically, we 
do multi-million dollar projects that take years 
to complete, and no one could really do those 
themselves because it's such an overwhelming 
process. Many GLBT community members en- 
joy doing smaller projects on their own." 
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CUSTOM CABINETRY · ADDITIONS & DORMERS · KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 
WHOLE HOUSE RENOVATION · PORCHES & SUN-ROOMS · FINISHED BASEMENTS 


House Lift 612.821.1100 or 651.690.3442 
REMODELER www.houseliftinc.com 


House Lift Remodeler | 4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 | License # BC 378021 ТЕ 


Though his company doesn't see many 
GLBT clients, Beson says the community has 
a large influence on his career in interior de- 
sign. As a gay man himself, Beson says he 
has seen the ways the community has trans- 
formed over the years and looks forward to 
where it's going. 


HOME & GARDEN 


groups. Ї was a fundraiser for a group called 
Park House, which was developed for care- 
givers of people living with victims of HIV/ 
AIDS to give victims a place to go during the 
day so their partners could go to work and 
not have to be a full-time caregiver, which 
can be very draining." 


‘It’s not about me and what I like or don't like, but it’s 
about taking the client's style and taste and funneling 
that through everything they do—give them the perfect 
environment. No two houses are at all alike because no 
two people are alike." 


“When I was younger, the gay commu- 
nity was one of the hardest hit by AIDS, and 
the industry has transformed. It was fun, 
and we went out at night, but then one by 
one they left us," Beson says. “I think go- 
ing through that experience has really got- 
ten me involved in raising funds for GLBT 


Beson's presence in the GLBT commu- 
nity is reflected in the work he does, from 
his work with Park House to his unique ap- 
proach to interior design. As Beson contin- 
ues to follow his passion for interior design, 
he says he has advice for others looking to 
get into the industry. 


“І learned when you get out of school, 
hopefully what you've been trained to learn 
inside the profession is valuable. The pro- 
gram is much better now than when I was 
in college, but I suggest getting an intern- 
ship or college job at a design firm or work- 
ing with Restoration Hardware to see if you 
have the talent for it and to see if it's actually 
something you want to pursue for a lifetime 
career," Beson says. “We do offer an intern- 
ship program, which moves at a very fast 
pace, but it's already full for this year with 
limited time and space. Our business is very 
complicated, and being the scale that it is, 
by the time interns learn what they need to 
know, they have to go back to school." 

'Though Billy Beson Company offers lim- 
ited internship opportunities, Beson says it 
can be beneficial for interior design begin- 
ners to work in places like Pottery Barn or 
Ikea just to immerse themselves in the indus- 
try. 


For more information about Billy Beson Company, 
visit www.billybesonco.com. 
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design studio 
location will open 
on West Lake 

Street, and the 
current space will 
begin buying and 
selling consignment 
furnishings as 
Designer Rehab. 
Photo courtesy of 
Greg Rich 
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KIND OF HABITAT 


Nestled in an unassuming storefront on a busy corner of Excelsior Boulevard in St. Louis Park, 
Habitation Furnishing and Design has already cemented its place in the Twin Cities interior 
design world in the two and a half years since founder Gregory Rich first obened its doors. 


Once you've stepped inside, the 8,000-square-foot showroom un- 
folds into a spacious wonderland of furnishings and accessories, rep- 
resenting bold and imaginative pairings that blend multiple traditions 
of style and design. 

'Those intentional juxtapositions are representative of Rich's ap- 
proach to the shop, from both a design and a business standpoint, 
considering how frequently styles rise and fall in popularity. 

“Our philosophy has always been that a blended look works best. If 
everything in your living room is mid-century modern, it's incongru- 
ous. You don't want to walk in and feel like you're on the set of Mad 
Men," he joked. "Instead, what you need to do is select pieces that 
speak to you, that are stylistically what you enjoy, but then work with 
a professional who understands how to bring those looks together." 

That philosophy will be put to task later this year when the store 


splits into two separate locations with grand openings slated for Sep- 
tember: the current space on Excelsior Boulevard will transform 
into a closeout and consignment store called Designer Rehab, where 
patrons can buy clearance furniture from suppliers at marked down 
prices, resell their own gently used furniture, and purchase consign- 
ment items, while the second location, Habitation Furnishing and De- 
sign Studio, will open roughly a mile away on West Lake Street. The 
latter will function as a studio space where designers will showcase 
their projects and offer clients a firsthand look at the design process. 
Тһе shop's core services currently center around furnishing multi- 
family dwellings like condo and apartment models, having provided 
staging, leasing, and sales within those units to over 20 developments 
in the Twin Cities. Rich said that overall model will continue with the 
design studio's opening, incorporating commercial spaces as well. 
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PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Boilers * Furnace * A/C 


Water Heaters: Toilet’ Faucets 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. Emergency Service Available. 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


вр OF A FEATHER is a special, magical place—your dream come true! 


Our community is a gay and lesbian community like no other in the world, located near Santa Fe, 
in the Land of Enchantment, sunny Northern New Mexico. Our community is made up of people who 
care about environmentally responsible living; an active and healthy lifestyle; and forming 
strong social connections when we need them most—as we are aging. 
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à 3regory Rich, who founded 
abitation Furnishing and Design 
in 2015, is pictured in the store on 
Excelsior Boulevard in St. Louis 
Park. Photo courtesy of Greg Rich 
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“We'll have a full design library with hundreds of different de- 
signers and thousands of fabrics to choose from, and it's going to 
be geared more toward an entire project scope,” he said. “It’s totally 
open to the public; it's just focused on larger-scale projects." 

A team of designers will occupy the shop, which will be managed 
by local designer Lena LoPesio, who once owned the ultra-contempo- 
rary shop Vogue Furniture. Although LoPesio closed the store in the 
early 2000s, she wracked up some serious credentials when she was 
hired to outfit most of Prince's Paisley Park in the mid-‘90s. 

Rich comes from an extensive background in the furniture busi- 
ness himself. He started with a business importing Indonesian fur- 
niture and selling it at pop-up sales, which he called Artanis Imports 
("Sinatra spelled backwards," he noted). That business eventually 
transformed into Mindful Baby Round Crib Company, where he im- 
ported circular baby cribs from Indonesia. 

He later took over a family furniture business, which he said or- 
ganically transformed into Habitation Furnishing and Design. 

“When I opened Habitation, the concept was to create kind of a 
hybrid of a retail and an online store," he explained. ^We kind of tried 
to merge brick and mortar along with design studio." 

Trial and error with single-family dwellings led to a realization that 
smaller spaces found in multi-family housing were a better fit for the 


scale of the design and furnishings Habitation was focused on, which 
led to a shift toward the current niche. Habitation Furnishing and 
Design will carry on that portion of the business with a more scaled- 
back display of retail items, while Designer Rehab will offer the brick 
and mortar merchandising element. 

'The Rehab store will feature both in-store closeout and consign- 
ment sales on the floor, with store credit opportunities for furnishings 
in good condition, plus a furniture protection plan for new items pur- 
chased through Habitation, which will enable items to be resold to De- 
signer Rehab for an even larger return on the original purchase price. 

"It's what I call the virtuous cycle of retail: you buy an item, use it, 
take good care of it; if it's quality, you trade it back in, get something 
that works better for your new needs, and then the existing furniture 
will benefit somebody who is at a different stage in their life," he said. 

After a soft opening in June for the new spaces, a grand open- 
ing in September will feature parties with live music, cocktails, and 
limousines shuttling attendees between the two locations. Rich said 
the business will also continue hosting periodic First Thursdays for 
Lavender as it has on several occasions in the past. 


Habitation Furnishing and Design is currently located at 4317 Excelsior Blvd. For 
more information, visit www.habitationdesign.com. 
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Prestige Pools has been serving the metro area as a pool contractor for 35 years. Photo courtesy of Strand Design 


RIPPLING 


A MIRROR BRIGHTLY 


THROUGH 


Serving Families Is a Reflection of Prestige Pools’ Origins 


“Form Follows Function” is a basic architectural notion erected by 
the father of skyscrapers, Louis Sullivan; and, although he intended 
that notion to apply to buildings, it can apply to the opposite of build- 
ings, as well. For proof, you need look no further than the Saint Paul- 
based company, Prestige Pools. 

“We think of a pool’s function as dual-purpose,” asserts Jeff 
Schmit, manager of Prestige Pools. “An extension of the home as an 
entertainment area and a convenient way to keep a family close to 
home with a reason to be there.” 

In fact, pools can even become a kind of parenting tool. Schmit 
says, “Most families prefer that their kids are around the home as 


opposed to being off somewhere else, and the pool gives them a rea- 
son to be around and have their friends over.” That way, the friends’ 
parents can the ones who worry. 

The emphasis on family is no coincidence—Prestige Pools owes 
its very existence to the concept of family. Pat Henry, the company’s 
owner, spent ten years in the pool construction industry working for 
someone else. In 1981, Pat and his wife, Pam, went into business for 
themselves. The two start-ups—the family and the family business— 
ran on parallel trajectories: as the family expanded, so did the family 
business, and now three of the couples’ five children hang their hard 
hats at Prestige Pools, as well. 
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A vital component of that continuing expansion is staying abreast 
of trends, riding the industry's cutting edges like a surfboard. 

“Іп the last five years, we have been installing many more pools 
with custom stairs and benches inside them,” Schmit reports. “Ad- 
ditionally, 95 percent of the pools we build have an automatic safety 
cover that not only keep the pool safe, but also keep it much cleaner 
and minimize heat loss which means big energy savings." 

These trends are merely guides, though, not jailors, where indi- 
vidual pools (and pool owners) are concerned. 

"Actually, we ask people how they want to use the pool or what 
their goalis for the space and work from there," Schmit says. "There 
are not set sizes or dimensions, so some have deep ends with div- 
ing boards, others are all one level—a non-diver pool—which is for 
more socializing or playing volleyball or basketball in more of the 
pool." 

This utility is key to the existence of the pool... 
way, resemble an actual member of the pool owners' family. 

"Pools, like any other body of water, are a constantly changing 
environment," Schmit points out. “With these changes, customers al- 
ways have questions, how these questions and concerns are handled 
is what really separates us from other companies. We are fortunate to 
have a staff that always has the customer's best interest in mind, not 
just ‘How can I sell you more?’ as a motivation." 

New customers come to Prestige Pools bogged down by miscon- 
ceptions that are imprecise, or downright wrong. 


which can, in its 


“Believe it or not, cost is not the main issue when customers look 
into a pool," Schmit observes. “Maintenance time is a big question. 
People wonder how much work they are taking on by getting a pool." 

Sinking all of this energy into an outlet that can be enjoyed for only 
a few precious summer months might seem intemperate to some, but 
Schmit offers a pithy perspective. 

"The point of view one must take is relative to how convenient 
is this pool going to be when compared to a boat, motor home, or 
cabin," Schmit supposes. "Actually, a really nice pool and landscape 
installation can be equivalent to a down payment on a lake home or 
cabin. With the equipment we put on pools, we have customers that 
use their outdoor pool from the beginning or mid-April through the 
end of October, so people get more use out of them than one might 
think." 

Like any familial relationship, dependable effort must be invested. 
“We always tell people that a little time each week or every couple 
days will save headaches and much more time less frequently," says 
Schmit. “А pool should require about 15 minutes a week of the cus- 
tomer's time." 

Form does, in fact, follow function. But sometimes function can 
follow family. m 


Prestige Pools 

87 County Rd. C West 
St. Paul 
www.prestigepools.com 
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THE COUNTRY PLACE 


SANDWICHES 


BUTCHER SHOP 
DELICATESSEN 


1934 HENNEPIN AVE. 5 
MPLS, MN 55403 


(612) 999-4200 


Black sheep 


a COA DERE DARZ ZA 
c» alle for.Everyone. 


612.342.2625 | 612.886.1233 | 651.227.4337 
600 WASHINGTON AVE N 2550 NICOLLET AVE S 512 N ROBERT ST 


blacksheeppizza.com 


Innovative, minority and 
women-owned law firm 
who gets the job done: 


Litigation: 

Commercial Disputes, 
Employment, Product Liability 
Defense, Bankruptcy, 

and Privacy 


Transactional & Corporate: 
Entity Formation, General 
Counsel 

Services, Contracts, Real Estate 
Matters, Commercial Lending 


Business Consulting: 
Employment Advice and 
Executive Coaching 


NO EGOS, JUST RESULTS. 


SAPIENTIA V 
LAW GROUP 


Sapientia Law Group 
120 South 6th street | Suite 100 
Minneapolis, MN. 55402 
612.756.7100 | www.sapientialaw.com 
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2018 FORD ECOSPORT 


Finally, Ford introduced a small SUV for the city crowd! 


Well... actually... this Ford has been 
around for a while. The EcoSport has been 
Ford’s key vehicle in “emerging markets” 
since 2003, when it was introduced to the 
Brazilian market. This current version has 
been around since 2013 and was available 
elsewhere in the world—except for the U.S. 
and Canada. To sell it here, Ford had to make 
some improvements and updates, such as ap- 
plying a signature grille, moving the spare tire 
from the tailgate to underneath the rear end, a 
major upgrade inside with a new infotainment 
screen and other global controls and features. 

For a vehicle that is made in far-flung 
places, such as India, Romania, China, Bra- 
zil, Thailand, and Russia, its debut stateside 
is timed just right. The subcompact SUV/ 
crossover market is ripe, full of competitors 
from almost every manufacturer. Plus, there 
are more entrants coming very shortly. 
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2018 Models 


Stop in our showroom to see the full 


line-up of Mercedes-Benz models. 


Like no other. 


There's a reason that four generations 
of customers have come to us - and 
come back to us: Perfection. 


Body shop. 


We are committed to work closely with your 
insurance company to see that you are provided 
with nothing short of the highest quality repair. 


Sprinter and Metris. 


Sears Imported Autos is the only 
Authorized Mercedes-Benz Vans Dealer 
in the Twin Cities Area. 


13500 Wayzata Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 


Imported Autos 


Ph: 952-546-5301 


Mer -Benz SearsImports.com 
E 25% е SPRINTER METRIS 


This brings up a question about the 2018 
Ford EcoSport—did it arrive too late for the 
subcompact SUV market? Or, is its arrival to 
the U.S. right on time? 

То answer these questions, a very good 
look at the 2018 Ford EcoSport is in order. 
While it has been a global success for the past 
few years, it needed some updating not just to 
enter the American market. The same look you 
see here has been added to all global versions 
for the OneFord program—making common 
vehicles for all markets Ford is present in. 

'The EcoSport shares a common platform 
with the current Ford Fiesta, but that's where 
the similarities stop. With a raised ground 
clearance and taller profile, the EcoSport 
has its own distinctive look. It's more of a 
reduced size Escape than a raised Fiesta vari- 
ant, which makes the EcoSport stand out in 
its class. It is also a very short vehicle—161.3 
inches long with а 99.2-inch wheelbase. 
These measurements are about an inch or 
two longer than the Fiesta hatchback. 

When you look at the EcoSport, you look at 
a very compact design dominated by the four 
doors into the two rows of seats. The front end 
fits within Ford’s design language, including 
its large headlamp and fog lamp units. The 
rear end is crowned with a wraparound rear 
quarter glass that also frames the tailgate. Our 
top-of-the-range Titanium tester wore 17-inch 
alloy wheels to finish up its overall look. 

Let’s take a look at the word “tailgate.” 
Almost every SUV sold in the U.S. has their 
rear cargo access hinged at the edge of the 
roof. Since the EcoSport was originally de- 
signed for markets outside of North America, 
the rear access hinges on the driver’s side. 
It is because that most markets offer the 
EcoSport with an external spare tire. Ford 
decided not to offer this feature for their U.S. 
EcoSports. 

Another thing about the tailgate is the 
location of the release. We found that when 
people unfamiliar with the EcoSport tried 
to open it from the area above the license 
plate—located where you find it on most 
SUVs. If you look toward the passenger side 
and find the chrome piece that is a part of 
the taillamp unit, put your hand underneath 
there and click on the button. That is how 
you open up the tailgate. 

Behind that tailgate door, there are 20.9 
cubic feet of space behind the second-row 
seats. Fold down those seats, and you have 
50 cubic feet to play with. Cabin-wise is a 
designed for four passengers, five people 
in a pinch. If everyone is of average-sized, 


RIDE REVIEW 


Қа! 


= 


you could seat four of them easily. If one of 
us would be of a larger size, perhaps some 
combination of two adults, one pre-teen child 
and an infant in a child seat. This is a pretty 
conservative estimate. 

Front seats offer some support and com- 
fort. Our Titanium tester offers leather seat- 
ing with some power adjustments for rake, 
recline, and lumbar. Our view outward was 
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wide open, due to a huge frontal glass area 
and a low cowl. A taller driver would look 
down on a pretty good instrument binnacle, 
including clear to read dials and a nice infor- 
mation screen in-between the speedometer 
and tachometer. If you love your Fords, there 
is a lot of consistency in the EcoSport with 
the rest of its North American lineup—good 
quality controls that are also logical. This in- 
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NAMED TO THE IIHS SAFEST AND MOST AFFORDABLE SUVS LIST!" 


New 2018 New 2018 


Mirage Outlander Sport 314 


STARTING FROM STARTING FROM 7 9 _ 


Eclipse Cross Turb 


BUY FROM 


48-MONTH 
LEASE FOR ONLY 


aar ae о” %29мғс PICK-YOUR-PAYMENT" 


OR 
*TTL $999 due at signing 


$2,299 due at signing OR Крон 


First payment due at signing 


48-MONTH 


BUY FROM LEASE FOR ONLY 


OR 
+TTL $1,595 due at signing 


$3,495 due at signing OR Крон 


First payment due at signing 


OR FROM $26,136 WITH TAX REBATE" 


Offers end 6/30/18. See dealer for details. On approved credit. Security deposit waived. (1) 2014 and newer Outlander and 2011 and newer Outlander Sport models for IIHS safest SUVs for teens. 
(2) MSRP $13,395. (3) MSRP $20,745. (4) MSRP $23,295. (5) MSRP $35,860. *10k-mile year leases. **In lieu of 0% APR for 60 months. 
***$5,863 tax credit. Net price after tax credit. Consult your tax advisor. ТЕРА mileage estimate. Actual mileage may vary. 


ге 


ВЕА Every new апа certified pre-owned vehicle purchase includes 
the White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. 
DTDA WARD ANT * Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. See dealer or visit whitebearmitsubishi.com for complete details, including covered components, 
DA TRAIN i МАННАР i Т Y “ЖА exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. Certified pre-owned vehicles must Бе 2012 ог newer with less than 80,000 miles. 


^ 6% 651.204.4750 WHITE BEAR 


MOTORS 3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694 


uc g- йыры еен ИЕ М | TS U B | © H | 
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cludes using the steering wheel from the 
Focus to finish off the controls inside of 
this small urban SUV. 

Тһе newest addition to the global Eco- 
Sport is the tabletlike eight-inch screen 
powering the SYNC 3 infotainment system. 
It is securely attached to the low cowl, but 
it is positioned low for tall drivers to look 
at. The two knob controls are very good. 
Тһе sound in our Titanium came from a 
nine-speaker B&O PLAY audio system. 
It is pretty good in turning in solid sound 
throughout the cabin. 

For our market, we have two pow- 
ertrain options. In the Upper Midwest, we 
would most likely get our EcoSport with 
a 166-horsepower 2.0-liter four-cylinder 
engine with a six-speed automatic trans- 
mission and all-wheel drive. However, our 
tester came with front-wheel drive and its 
exclusive 123-horsepower 1.0-liter turbo- 
charged three-cylinder EcoBoost engine. 
The same six-speed automatic transmission 
is standard on this driveline, as well. 

The latter driveline will surprise you. 
Not because it has the task of sending 3,060 
pounds worth of small SUV across town. It 
is its spunkiness, lack of turbo lag, and will- 
ingness to do the job of taking 3,060 pounds 
of SUV across town and beyond. Mean- 
while, it delivers good fuel economy for a 
vehicle in its class. We averaged 29.3 MPG 
in our three-cylinder EcoBoosted tester. 

The best way to describe the driving ex- 
perience of the Ford EcoBoost is the ability 
to tame a vehicle once designed for rougher 
conditions in places like in Latin America 
and Asia. The ride is very smooth, devoid 
of pitchiness and feedback from the road. 
It handles potholes quite well. Handling is 
on the soft side, showing a subtle degree of 
roll and lean through the turns. The steer- 
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ing offers a pretty tight turning radius, due 
to its size. A few more inches on the wheel- 
base would make this even better. Steering 
wheel response is good, but devoid of road 
feel. On-center feel is soft. The brakes are 
actually very good with superb stops in nor- 
mal and panic situations. 

Pricing for the EcoSport starts at $19,995 
for an S model with front-wheel drive. Our 
Titanium tester came with a sticker price of 
527,270. 

Ford's global small SUV has turned into 
a key addition for the brand stateside. It re- 
solves the issue of reaching out to densely 
populated areas with a vehicle that is useful 
for its denizens. The words we found that 
make the EcoSport work for you are useful- 
ness and fun. If you do not mind the side- 
hinged tailgate of the EcoSport, then it is a 
rather useful small SUV. If you choose the 
front-drive model, you'll love the spunki- 
ness of the three-cylinder EcoBoost engine. 
However, our all-wheel-drive-oriented mar- 
ket may require a test drive of the larger, 
non-turbo engine for comparison. 

If one is looking for a perfect vehicle for 
street parking outside their apartment— 
the EcoSport will fit the bill. m 
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An Advocate for the 
GLBT Community 
Since 1999... See You At Pride! 


651-483-5246 


6020 Нороѕом ROAD, LINO LAKES 
WWW.BOBSAUTORANCH.COM 


‚ Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


` 612-872-6671 


 WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM - 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES 
е Бу Ellen Krug * 


THREE YEARS 


Hello. I’m Ellie and I’m an alcoholic. 

If I make it to June 28 (a few days after this year’s Pride Weekend) 
without taking a drink, I will have been sober for three years. In fact, the 
last time I had any alcohol was at about eleven o’clock on the morning of 
Pride Sunday 2015 while watching the parade in downtown Minneapolis. 
Now mind you, I can’t say what that last drink was given that Га blacked 
out by then. 

Yes, it was a bad, bad drink. It had me puking for the next 24 hours 
and even now, nearly three years later, memories of that day trigger a 
definite gag reflex. 

Гуе been told that to do it right, I should never volunteer about my 
sobriety; rather, as others have instructed, the length of your sobriety is 
the kind of thing to keep to one’s self lest you might appear preachy or 
condescending. 

I don’t subscribe to that theory. Sharing about my sobriety helps me 
stay sober since it reinforces my resolve. Even more, when I tell others 
that I’m sober, I feel as if Гуе become accountable to them. All of this 
makes it less likely that ГЇЇ end up on a bar stool somewhere. 

I’m also acutely aware that with Pride Weekend coming up, talking 
about alcoholism is a total Debbie Downer. We GLBTQ folks are quite 
the partiers and for many, booze is the vehicle to happy things—friend- 
ship, community and sex. I get that. For sure, I’m not here to tell anyone 
that they need to change relative to alcohol. That’s way too personal. 

Still, let me share what it’s been like to not drink after having been a 
longtime drunk. 

Certainly, it’s gotten easier. The first few months were near-impossi- 
ble as I fought daily four o’clock booze pangs while my brain rewired to 
not crave alcohol. For the most part, those pangs have evaporated, and 
I can now sit in a bar with an imbibing friend without feeling the urge to 
drink. 

It’s also become way easier to deal with what had caused me to drink 
in the first place. I’m alone and I drank to numb the pain over losing love 
in my life. For 32 years (dating all the way back to high school freshman 
year), I had been with my soul mate, Lydia. I lost her when I started 
down the road to transitioning genders and ever since, I’ve had a huge 
hole in my heart. 

Alcohol was my way of coping with that heartache. It was readily 
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available, reliable, and helped lift my spirits when needed. Until when 
it didn't. 

'The problem with using booze to salve one's emotional wounds is 
that while it produces highs, it also creates lows; after all, you'll eventu- 
ally sober up. And every time I awoke from a drunk, the hole in my heart 
was still there. Often the pain was compounded by something incredibly 
stupid that I did or said while drunk. In the end, drinking simply exacer- 
bated my emotional pain. 

God, it took so long to learn that lesson. 

Now, as sober Ellie, and even though it's counterintuitive, dealing 
with the loneliness has gotten easier without alcohol. The pain is still 
there, but without the wild gyrations of highs and lows, it's much easier 
to manage. (Trust me, though, I still have moments where the heartache 
can become difficult.) 

On the flip side, being sober has isolated me since I've lost all my 
drinking pals and find myself less willing to hang out in places where al- 
cohol is the reason for getting together. I'm still working on being more 
social; stay tuned. 

Sobriety has also rippled to my lifelong (48 years) best friend, who 
got sober a year and a half after me. We're now accountable to each other 
and know that if one went back to booze, there's a strong likelihood the 
other would do so too. Knowing that a slip-up on my part could send him 
back to Jim Beam (his booze of choice) has kept me from drinking more 
than once. 

And then there's my 28-year-old daughter Kate who sent me a “Happy 
Soberversary" card last year. I had some idea that my sobriety was im- 
portant to her, but the card made clear that she was totally invested in me 
no longer being a drunk. So now, on those moments when I think of how 
a tall crisp glass of chardonnay would be nice, I also think of disappoint- 
ing my beloved Kate—something that I never, ever want to do. 

Lastly, I know that if I ever did have a drink, ГЇЇ have 10,000 more 
drinks. I’m won't lie to myself about that. 

Inever thought I could get here. I'm grateful that I did. m 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Hon- 
esty and Gender Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion 
topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also sign up for her newsletter, The 
Ripple. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(@gmail.com. 
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MEMORIAL HEALTH 


(2 THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018 
| 5:30 – 8:00 PM 


DRINK | DINE | DANCE 


990 CENTRAL AVE. NE, MINNEAPOLIS 


- Join GLBT / GLBT-friendly athletes and sports fans as we 
celebrate the sports scene and Pride. 


Silent auction featuring great ticket items 


- Complimentary hors d'oeuvres, drink specials, prize 
drawings and giveaways 


- Visit representatives from local professional sports teams 
and GLBT leagues, including: 


GLASS — Gay Lesbian Amateur Sports Society - Hump Day Bowlers - Minneapolis 
Mayhem Rugby - Minnesota Gay Flag Football League - Minnesota Lynx - Minnesota 
Timberwolves - Minnesota Twins “ Minnesota United FC - Minnesota Vikings • 
Minnesota Wild - Northern Lights Women’s Softball League - North Star Gay Rodeo 
Association - Qurwoods - Rainbow Bowling League - Red Ribbon Ride - Stonewall 
Kickball League - TC Jacks Soccer • Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League - Twin Cities 
Pride Bowlers ,* University of Minnesota Athletics 


Part of Lavender's 
Summer of Pride P: А 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HEALTH AND WELLNESS 


INSURANCE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


EMPLOYMENT 


STAR Services is 

hiring people like you! 

Enjoy flexible hours and rewarding, ' 
fulfilling work making a difference 

in the lives of individuals with disabilities. 


$13-$14 an hour FT/PT/Flexible Metro-wide locations 
Learn more and apply at www.starsvcs.com 


MOVEMENT 


IMPROVING EGE BY IMPROVING MOVEMENT 


Located in Balance Fitness - 2902 Garfield Ave., Mpls. 


612-234-8777 * WWW.TCMOVEMENT.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Bis _ Monthly Memberships 
2 Ex 2 5 Star Rated Ranges 
iin Shope Huge Retail Selection 
<f Range Training Classes 


SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


DIABETIC 
TEST 
STRIPS 


dbteststrips.wixsite.com/fastcash 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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CARPET е HARDWOOD • TILE • LAMINATE е VINYL 


Call us at or visit us online to make an appointment! 


MATT TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM = CONCRETE - DECKS - PATIOS 


A 32 FREE ESTIMATES 
же. Lii asi рлық обаны е 
А E 


аз 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


More Options. 
More Discounts. 


Auto, Home, Life 
& Recreational 


\ 777 4 DebStreeter 
Va ^79 Insurance Agency 


CallToday 952-853-9077 
fea FARMERS 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto: Home > Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
612) 781-3454 


www .johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Marna Reed, MA, LP 


marnareed.com 
m49reedG gmail.com 


612-670-1330 


PET PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 


Gear 
Grooming 

А Treats + Toys ° Gifts 

| ^ Linden Hills 


4280 Sheridan Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 


1“ 612-353-4045 


й www.copilotdogoutfitters.com 
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REAL ESTATE 


Scott T. Haubrich 
Broker 
612-298-5400 
Scott@BuyRentSell.com 
www.BuyRentSell.com 


AIR 


Anita C. Hill 


Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 
town homes, condos, lots, land. 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


É DAVID AND REED ARONOW 
REALTORS. з 
Edina 


Working together, 
putting you first! 


Realty 


reedaronow@edinarealty.com (651) 983-6169 zl 


davidaronow@edinarealty.con (651) 497-5958 a 


SUPPORT AND RECOVERY 


Ed Sellner, trained in dream work at the 
Jung Institute in Zurich, a former chemical 
dependency counselor at Hazelden, and a 
spiritual writer, is available for 

spiritual guidance to help you 

understand your dreams, work 

with your addictions, or navigate 

your spiritual longings.Start your 

journey! (Office in St. Paul.) 


651-263-7089 


ecsellner@comcast.net 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


EXCEPTIONAL FULL BODY. Experienced, com- 
plete relaxation, comfort & renewal. michael: (612) 


384-4207. 


AWESOME M4M MASSAGE Relax and enjoy an 
awesome full body massage. Mature Professional 
Masseur. Private home studio in NE Mpls. Rea- 
sonable rate. LM5421(@hotmail.com or text (612) 


723-9810. 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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VOWLESS 


A year and a half ago, as we were drafting 
our wedding vows, I wanted us both to prom- 
ise to never, ever, keep Cheez It crackers in 
the house. 

We quickly decided to keep that out of the 
vows because we knew it was a promise we 
could not keep. 

Several other vows were left on the cut- 
ting room floor—many having to do with 
self-denial of favorite snack foods. 

^We're middle aged,” my bride reasoned. 
^We can eat whatever we damn well please. 
Who's going to stop us?" 

Ultimately, we didn't vow much of any- 
thing because our wedding ceremony turned 
out to be a bit of a mess. 

Тһе ceremony was delayed an hour be- 
cause friends were Skyping in from different 
parts of the world, and there were technical 
difficulties getting everyone online. The tech 
team who was hired to coordinate the calls 
quit mid-project, packed up their equipment, 
and left before the ceremony. So our other 
guests jumped in and used their phones 
and laptops to virtually connect our remote 
friends. 

While this was going on, C and I were 
nervously killing time in our room, guzzling 
champagne. The ceremony was held in a 
historic inn, which had provided us with a 
bedroom to prepare in. We spent the hour 
pacing the small room, silently practicing the 
vows we had written to say to each other. It 
had taken me weeks to write my vows and I 
wasn't happy with the result. I found it im- 
possible to express the depth of my feelings 
for her. It was like giving oxygen a hearty pat 
on the back and glibly thanking it for giving 
me life. 

Finally, everyone was connected via 
smart phones, and as we made our entrance 
to George Michael and Aretha Franklin sing- 
ing “I Knew You Were Waiting For Me,” I 


saw several disembodied heads floating from 
phone screens in the darkness. 

A good friend was the officiant of the 
ceremony. Over drinks the week before, we 
went online and signed her up to become a 
pastor of the Universal Life Church, which 
qualified her to marry us. C and I wrote our 
own ceremony. All she had to do was read off 
the script we gave to her. 

The problem was that C had given her 
the wrong document. She accidentally print- 
ed out a bunch of random notes on stuff we 
needed to get done before the wedding, in- 
cluding a grocery list. Cheez Its was at the 
top of the grocery list. Our friend read it all 
dutifully. This led to a lot of confusion. 

When it was time to say our vows, we 
abandoned our pre-written vows and instead 
just riffed. C told the colorful history of 
our 26-year journey to the altar, and poked 
gentle fun at my quirks. I made some loose 
comparisons between the family dynamic of 
sea otters and my relationship with C’s kids, 
and then closed by singing a chorus from a 
Broadway show tune. We never actually got 
around to making vows. I wondered at the 
time whether that invalidated our marriage. 

After the first kiss, and the toasts, and the 
cake, we embarked on married life. Vowless. 

Yesterday, we celebrated the 28th anni- 
versary of when we first met. We only had 
an hour to squeeze in a quick celebration be- 
fore the kids arrived home from school. So 
we drove down the street to the church that 
had hosted the coming out group where we 
first met. 

As we parked in the church lot, making 
out like teenagers, I realized that while we 
failed to make wedding vows, I had lived up 
to an important promise I made to myself 28 
years before. “One day,” I vowed to myself on 
the night we first met, “I’m going to marry 
that girl.” m 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing ?lavendermagazine.com. 


ADVOCACY 

JustUs Health 

Minnesota AIDS Project & Rainbow 
Health Initiative have united. Advocacy. 
Care. Justice. Pride. 

2577 W. Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 341-2060 

www. justushealth.mn 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
JustUs Health 

Minnesota AIDS Project & Rainbow Health 
Initiative have united. Advocacy. Care. 
Justice. Pride. 

2577 W. Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 341-2060 

www justushealth.mn 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824.LIFE (5433) 
www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 
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Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Twin Cities Public Television 

Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. Ath St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 

www.tpt.org 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 


world and every period of human history. 


Free admission daily! 
2400 3rd Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-3000 
www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
studentrun radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, ММ 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 
munity. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
"St. Paul's Without Walls": Come and ex- 
perience the embrace of YES! Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sundays. 

34 10th Ave. S. 

Hopkins, MN 55343 

(952) 938-4683 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


zoo 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 


www.wolf.org 
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